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who perpetuated the Memory 
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meet with pertaining to the Life and Writings of 


this great Man. Accordingly I ſet about it with | 
that Diligence which became One concern'd in 


the Execution of ſo honourable. a Task, and I 


have found that Cervantes's Actions afford fo very 
Little Matter, and his Writings ſo very Much, 


: that I was oblig'd, with the Leaves of the lat- 
ter, as with a rich Cloathing, to cover the Na- 
kednefs and Poverty of a Perſon moſt highly 
- worthy of better Times. : For though the Age 
he lv d in, is ſaid to be a Golden One, very cer- 


tain J am, that with reſpect to Him and ſome 


| other well-deſerving Perſons, it was an Age of 
ron. The Enviers of his Wit and Eloquence h 
did nothing but murmur at and ſatyrize him. 
Scholaſticks, incapable of equalling him either 
in Invention or Art, ſlighted him as a Writer not 
Book- learn d. Many Noblemen, whoſe Names 
but for! him had been buried in Oblivion, l- 
' viſh'd and threw away upon Paraſites, Flatterers, 
and Buffoons, their whole Power, Intereſt, and 
. Authority, without beſtowing the leaſt Favour 
on the Greateſt Wit of his Time. As 5 much 8 
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That Age abounded with Writers, Few of 1 


have made any Mention of Cervantes, at leaſt 


in his Praiſe ; and Thoſe who have prais d him 
(ich are fewer ſtill) have done it in ſo cold a 
manner, that as well the Silence of the Hiſtorians 


and the Praiſes of the Poets, (his Co-tempora- 
ries) are certain Tokens either of their little 
Knowledge of him, or great Envy towards him. 
Your LorDsn1y has ſo juſt a Taſle of his 


Works, that You have manifeſted Your ſelf the 


molt liberal Maintainer and Propagator of his 


Memory; And it is by Your LoRDsHIP and 
through Tour Means, that Cervantes and his In- 


ge nious Gentleman do Now acquire their due Ef- | 


timation and their greateſt Value. Once again 
therefore let the Great Don Ouixote de la Man- 
cha ſally forth to the Light, hitherto an unfor- 
tunate Adventurer, but Now and for ever a moſt 
Happy One under Your Lordſhip's auſpicious - 
* Patronage. Long live the Memory of the in- 
J 5 comparable Writer MIcnAEL. DE CERVANTES 5 
SAAVEDRA. And may Your LORDS HIT 
accept of the enſuing Sheets, as a ſure and perpe- 


tual 


e EY 


| HH tual Token of that ready and glad Obedience 


1 4 which I profeſs for Your LorDsnie's Com- 

mands, which tho I may not have executed to 

the Height and Extent they deſerve (for I am 

| Not ſo conceited, or ſo ambitious, as either to 

e "I I have done ſo great a Thing, or hope 
to Do it) yet at leaſt I ſhall remain fatisfy'd with 


the Glory of approving my ſelf 
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His Sickneſs, Numb. 177. 
His Death, Numb. 178. 
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Of the following 


LIFE of MICHAEL pt CERVANTES SAAVEDRA 


HE Place of his Birth, Numb, 4. - 
His particular Study, N umb. 5 


7 His Fe dae Numb. 10. 
His Profeſſion, Numb. 11. 
His Captivity, Numb. 12. 
His Redemption, Numb. 12. e 
His applying himſelf to Dramatic 77 riting, N umb. I 2, 
His Works, Numb. 13, &c. 5 N 
The Six Books of his Galatea, Numb. 13. I : hog 
Don Quixote de la Mancha, Numb. 8 0 
Exemplary Movels, Numb. 147. ee 8 
5 Voyage zo Parnaſſus, Numb. 166. 5 os | 
Eight Comedies and as many J. nterludes, N u mb. 1 7 3. 


Other Plays of his, Numb. 1 77 Kc. 
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104 DE CERVAN TES SAA VI DRA, 
who when living was a valiant Soldier, tho' Friend- 
| leſs and Unfortunate; and a very eminent Writer, 
tho! without any Patron to favour him; was never- | 
theleſs, when dead, emulouſly adopted by ſeveral 
Countries, who ks Claim to his Birth. Efquivias 
calls him hers. Seville denies her that 1 and 
aſſumes it to her ſelf, Lucena makes the ſame Pre- 


tenſion. Each alledges her Right, and none of them 


1s s allow'd it. 


„ Claim of Eſquivias is coded. by Don 
1 Tamayo de Vargas, a moſt learned Man: 


Probably, wel Cinema beſtow'd on that Place the Epithet Renown'd, but the ſame 


Cervantes explains himſelf by ſay ing: On a thouſand Accounts Rum d: one for ber il 


luſtrious Families, another for her moſt illuſtrious Wines. 
2. Tamayo's great Rival, Don Nicholas Antonio, pleads 1 * City of Seville; j and 
to prove his Point, advances two Reaſons or Conjectures. He ſays that Cervantes, 


when very young, ſaw Lope de Rueda act Plays in Seville; and adds, that the Sur- 


names of Cervantes and Saavedra are peculiarly Sevillian Names. The firſt Conjecture 5 


roves but little. 


For when I my ſelf was a Child, I faw a noted Play (and it is the 
only: one el ever law ) acne at Valencia, and yet I was not born there, but at Oliva, 


„5 „„ Beides . 


2 Ini 0 The L 5: F E of 
B-ſides, when Cervantes was ſaying, that (a) Lope ae Rueda, a Man of an excellent 
Underſtanding, as well as a celebrated Player , was a Native of Seville, it was natural 


_ likewiſe to have call'd it his own Country: but neither in that Place, nor in any other 


where he names Seville, does he once take any notice of his being born in that City. 
The ſecond Conjecture proves yet leſs: For if Michael de Cervantes Saavedra had had 


his Extraction from the Cervantes and Saavedras of Seville, thoſe being Noble Fa- 


milies, he wou'd have mention'd it ſome where or other ſpeaking ſo often of himſelf 
as he docs in his Works; now the moſt that he ſays, is, that he was a Gentleman, 


without adding any Circumſtance ſpecifying his Family. Beſides, had he been born at 
Seville, ſurely among the Cervantes and Saavedra Families there, ſome among them had 


preſerv*d the glorious Memorial of having giv'n to Spin ſo illuſtrious a Perſon. A 


Proof which wou'd have been alledg'd by Don Nicholas Antomo as he elpous d that 


Opinion, and was himſelf a Native of Seville. 
3. As for Lucena : the People there have a Tradition our . Was born among 


Them, When this Tradition 1s clearly made out, or the Pariſh- Regiſter is procured. 
to confirm it, we ſhall readily believe it, 


4. Mean while I hold it for a Certainty, that Cervantes drew his firſt Breath at 
Madrid, ſince he himſelf in His Voyage 10 Parnaſſus, (b) Un leave of Wt Great 
Town, ( (for it is no City) thus addreſſes himſelf to it: 

Then, turning to my humble lowly Cell, 
Farewel, ſaid I; and Thou, Madrid, Farewel ; 
 Farewel ye Fountains, Prado, and ye Plains, 
Where Nettar flows, and where Ambroſia rains. 
Adieu, Aſſemblies, Converſation ſweet, 
Where the Forlorn awhile their Cares forget. 
Adieu, delightful and Romantic Spot, 
Where, flruck with Lightning from the Mund rer ſhot, 
 Altempting @ Scalade on Heav'n's high Wall, 
Two Earth-impriſon'd Giants curſe their Fall. 
Adieu the Publick Theatres, from whence, 
7 o take-in Farce, they've baniſht Common Senſe. 
Adieu the bleſt St. Philip's ſpacious Walk, 
Where States are weigb'd, and News is all the Talk: 
| How creſt-faln or elate the Turkiſh Hound, 5 e e 
Ham the * wing'd Lion wins or loſes Ground. „ 
Adieu, pale Hunger! — to avoid the Tale, e 
If bere 1 tay, of Dying at thy Gate, 
. - This Day, in order to prevent the Blow, 
Out of MY COUNTRY and my ſelf I go. 


Having made this Obſervation, I turn'd to the Minutes wh Don Ni ler . 8 
tonio took in order to form his Bibliotheca, and in the margin thereof I found he had 
added this very Proof of Cervantes's Country; but being deſirous to maintain his old | 


Opinion. he concludes chus; Hy the Wards M Y COUNTRY my be Wa 
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Mrcenanr DE CIERAVAN TES SAAVI DRA. 3 
all Spain. Whoever reads Cervantes's Verſes attentively and without partiality;' will 
ſee that this Interpretation of D. Nicholas Antonio is ſtrain'd, and even contrary to Cera 
vanteꝰs Meaning; for the firſt ſixteen Lines are a deſcriptive Definition of Madrid; 


the three next Verſes an Apoſtrophe or Speech, directed to his Hanger; and the laſt 
Verſe of all, a Return to the Town of Madrid, where, he had before told us, he had 


an bumble lowly Cell, out of which he was going on his Journey to Parnaſſus: A 


Journey, the Deſcription whereof carry'd him as it were out of himſelf, by way of 
Focal Tranſport 
Hoi de MI PATRIA, i de mi miſmo ſalgo. 
Out of MY COUNTRY and my ſelf I go. 


- Belides, 1 in the Lines immediately following, he fays, 


Den, to the Port, by flow degrees, I came, 
Which to the Carthaginians owes its Name: 
Port which Folus's Rage defies, 
Impervicus to that Bluſterer of the Skies : 
A Port, to whoſe clear Fame all Ports nuſt vail 
The Sea &er waſht, Sun ſaw, or Man cou'd ſail. 
6. If Cervantes by his Country had meant all Spain, (a thing very improper, and in- 


conſiſtent with his accurate way of writing) when he quitted Spain, then he ſhou'd. 
have call'd her his Country, and not when he directed his Speech to Madrid and quit- 


ted that Town, in order to go to Cartagena, eſpecially going as he did, by flow de- 


| grees, to that famous Sea-port, where he was to embark for his Voyage to Parnaſſus 


in Company with Mercury. 
7. Be it therefore taken for granted, that Madrid was the Place of Michael de Cer- 


 wantes Saavedra's Nativity, and likewiſe the Place of his Abode. Apollo himſelf gives 
Evidence of this in the Superſcription of a pleaſant Letter of his, in theſe Terms. (c) 7 


Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, in Orchard-ſtreet, fronting the Palace formerly belonging : 


to the Prince of Morocco, in Madrid. Poſtage, half a Real, I mean ſeventeen Marave- 
dis. And his Habitation ſeems to have been none of the beſt, ſince he concludes the 
| Account of his Voyage, thus, 


. Then full of Spleen 1 ſought m my old, Pa 6 
8. Cervantes was born in the Year 1549. as may be pather'd from theſe Words 
which he wrote on the 14th Day (d) of July, 1613. I does not ſuit one of my Years to 


make a Jeſt of the other World: For I am now on the wrong 1 de of Sixty four, (Por la 
mano, aforeband in Spaniſh,) which I take to mean an anticipation of ſome few Days. 
So that Pm apt to think he was born in July! 3 and when he wrote thoſe Words, he might 
be ſixty four Years old, and ſome Days. „„ 
rs he was very fond of 8 : inch that ſpeaking 


9. From his moſt tender Y 
of himſelf, he ſay am very apt to take up the leaſt Piece of written or printed 


5 Papers that lies in my way, the it were in the middle of the Street, He was a great Lover 
of Polite Learning, and totally apply'd himſelf to Books of Entertainment, ſuch as No- 
vels, and Poetry of all Kinds, eſpecially Spaniſh and Italian Authors. That he was 


v7 converſant 1 in ſuch ſort of Writers, appears from the Pleaſant and curious Scrutiny 
1 „CC Va Bea Taha WS | «Wo 
(c) N to Paroaſſus, ch. 8. (4) In the unde to ts Nevels « e) Part I. ch. 9. 
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which was made of I Don Ovinte's Library, (/) his frequent Alluſions to fabulous 
Hiſtories ; his moſt accurate Judgment of ſo many Pocts (g) 3 and bis Voyage to Par- 


naſſus. 


10. From Spain he went into nah, either to ſerve in Rome Cardinal Aquaviva, to 


Whew he was Chamberlain; (4) or elſe to follow the Profeſſion of a Soldier, as he did 


ſome Years, under the victorious Banners of that great 2 Marco Anlonio 
Colona. (i) 


11. He was one of thoſe who were e engag'd i in the "REN Battle of Lepanto where 


he loſt his Leſt-hand by the Shot of an Harquebus : (&) Or at leaſt his Hand was fo 


maim'd thereby, that he loſt the Uſe of it. () He fought as became a good Chriſ- 


tian, and a gallant Soldier, Of his Share in this Action he was not a little proud, 
(66g with good Reaſon; ) ſaying many Years after. (in.) 


The liquid Plain, then offering to my View, OT 00 
Don John's Fleroic Action did renew, Eo. 
In whoſe fam'd VitPry, if I may compare a bo 7 

My ſelf with Others, I too had a | Share | 

Mean as I. 


12. Afterwards, I know not how, nor r when, he was taken by the Moors, and car- 


_ to Algiers, From hence ſome infer that the Novel of the Captive (n) is a Relation 


of Adventures that befel Cervantes himſelf. And therefore they further ſay, That he 


ſerv'd the Duke of Alva in Flanders, that he got to be an Enſign under an old expe- 


rienced Captain of Guadalajara, whoſe Name was Diego de Urbina ; that he was after- 
| wards himſelf made a Captain of Foot, and was at the naval Battle of Lepanto, being 


embark'd with his Company in John Andrea Doria's Galley, out of which he leap'd 


Into the Galley of Uchali the King of Algiers, who was then ſurrounded by the Spa- 
| niardi, but getting looſe ſrom them, Cervantes's Soldiers were hinder'd from follow- 
ing him, ſo that he remain'd alone among his Enemies much wounded, and without the 
eaſt power to make any Reſiſtance ; and in ſhort, among ſo many victorious Chriſtians, 


he was the only Captive, tho? gloriouſly ſo. All this and much more is related by 


the Captive, who is the principal Subject of the Novel in queſtion. This Captive, 
after the Death of the ſaid King Uchali, fell into the Hands (by bequeſt) of Azanaga, 
another more cruel King of Algiers, who kept him ſhut up in a Priſon or Houſe which 
the Turks call Banos, where they keep their Chriſtian Slaves, as well thoſe of the _ 
King, as thoſe who belong to private Perſons, and alſo thoſe who are call'd de Al. 


macen, that is, who belong to the Publick, and are employ'd by the City in Works 


that belong to it. Theſe latter do very difficultly obtain their Liberty; for having no 

particular Maſter, but belonging to the Publick, they can find no Body to treat with 
about their Ranſom. One of the Captives, who was then at Algiers, I judge 

to be Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, and in Proof of this I ſhall relate what the Cap- 


tive ſaid of Azanaga's Cruelties : Ile wou'd hang one of the Chriſtian Slaves one Day, 


5 then en, e cut of ihe Ears 75 a third : and this _— fe fight Occaſi fund, that . 


We often 
13 n 41 "1 7 0 In he ya Chapter. (h ) Sel his Dedication of Galates: (i) Ibid, 
600 Part I. EY, ad ch. 39. 


hi; is being no more than a common TNT... 


'k) Pref. to the Novels. (1) In his 2 to Parnaſſus, ch. 1. (m) Ibid, * Alla 10 | 
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Mr1cnart DE Sir int Rieti 5 


often the Turks wou'd own, that be did it only for the Pleaſure of doing it, and becauſe he 
was naturally an Enemy to Mankind. Only one Spaniſh Soldier knew how to deal with 


im; his Name was Saavedra; and becauſe he did ſuch Things as will not eaſily be forgot- 
ten by the Turks, and all to gain his Liberty, his Maſter never gave bim a Blow, nor uſed 


him ill either in Word or Deed ; and yet we were always afraid that the leaſt of his Pranks 
ond make him be impaled, nay, he himſelf was ſometimes afraid of it tos; and if it 
were not for fear of taking up too much of our Time, I could tell ſuch Paſſages of this 
SOLDIER, as would divert the Company much better than the Relation of my Adventures, 


and cauſe more Wander in them. Thus far Cervantes, ſpeaking of himſelf by the Mouth 


of another Captive; by whoſe Teſtimony it ſhou'd ſeem that he was but a common 
Soldier, and ſo he calls himſelf on other Occaſions ; (o) and not an Enſign, much leſs a 
Captain: Titles with which he wou'd have certainly honodr'd himſcli, at leaſt in the 


| Frontiſpicce of his Works, had he enjoy'd either of thoſe Poſts. Five Years and an 
half he was a Captive, and from thence had learnt to bear Afflictions patiently. He 


then return'd to Spain (p), and apply'd himſelf to the writing of Comedies, of which 


he compos'd ſeveral, all of them well receiv'd by the Publick, and acted with great 
Applauſe, both for the Newneſs of the Art and the Decorations of the Stage, which 


were wholly owing to the Wit and good Taſte of Cervantes. Theſe were The Cuſtoms 


br Humours of Algiers, Numantia, The Sea-fight, and many others; Cervantes (q) hand- 


ling the Firſt and Laſt as an Eye-Witneſs, He likewiſe wrote ſeveral Tragedies, 
which were much extolled. (r) His good Friend Vincent Eſpinel, the Inventor of a Parti- 
cular Sort of Verſe, from him call'd E/pinelas, thought him worthy of a Place in his 
ingenious Temple of Memory, lamenting the Misfortune of his Captivity, and celebrat- 
ing the Beauty of his Poetical Genius, in this e 5 
In vain wert Thou by unrelenting Fate. 
Caſt on a moſt inhoſpitable Shore z _ 
In vain thy adverſe Stars malicious Hate 
Made Thee a Captive to the Mi — Moor : 1 
Thy Mind ſtill free, Cervantes; undepreſt 
Thy Wit too; Both exert a Force Divine: 
Thœbus and Pallas fill inſpire thy Breaſt, 
And bid Thee with ſuperior Luſtre ſhine. 


| Lonis Galvez de Montalvo had expreſt himſelf in much the ſame manner before Eſpinel, 


in us Verſes prefixt to Galatea: 
Whilſt Saracens beneath their galling Toke 
Thy captive Neck controll'd, | 
And whilſt Thy Mind, impaſſive to the firs. „ conn ” 
SR Faith kept faſter Hold, 35 e 
Heav' n did indeed rejoice; but Earth forlorne | 
I Tears ber Loſi conſeſt; 
. The Muſes too, when Thou from Them wert 2 : 
4A wi dow's Grief pre. 


But 
( 0 E Ir bis Voyage to Parnaſſus, ch. 1. In Preface % Galatea. 1 the Es of the Second 


Part of Don Quixote; and ſome manuſcript rg — of Algiers, Preface t 2 s Novels. 
3 Ber ee 6 48. / 1 (r) 1 e 'S 85 (2) face to his Novels. 


* 
c 


The LIFE of 


Bui ſince, releaſt from that Barbarian Band, 

O Thou our Souls Defire!l 
Thou viſitiſt once again thy native Land, 
 Inviolate and entire, 1 
Heav n owns thy Worth : All Mankind dees rejoice 3. OY 8 
And Spain once more ſhall bear the Muſes Voice. 


The Cloſe of this Sonnet proves that Cervantes, even before he was a a Captive, was 
eſteemed one of the moſt Eminent Poets of his Time. 


13. But as the Information which comes by Hear. ſay, is wont to be none of the 


trueſt ; Cervantes would ſubject himſelf to the rigorous Examen of ſuch as ſhou'd be 
inclin'd to read his Performances, Accordingly in the Year 1584 he publiſh'd his 
 S1x Books or Ga LATEA, which he preſented, as the Firſt-fruits of his Wit, to 
Aſcanio Colonna, at that time Abbot of Sr. Sophia, and ſince Cardinal-Prieſt with the 
Title of the Holy Croſs of Jeruſalem. Don Louis de Vargas Manrique celebrated this 
Work of Cervantes ina Commendatory Sonnet, which, becauſe i it is much beyond what 
1s uſually written on ſuch Occaſions, I ſhall here ſubjoin : 1 


The Sovereign Gods, when They on Thee beſtow'd 
Such various Gifts of Nature and of Art, 
Their Greatneſs, Great Cervantes, fully ſhow/d 
In Thee, to whom thoſe Gifts they did impart. 
Jove gave to Thee his Thunderbolt, the Pow'r 
Of Words to ſplit the hardeſt Rocks in twain : 
Diana gave to Thee, by way of Dower, 
In Chaſlity of Style excel each Swain 
Hermes the artful Tale with Plot improves, 
: And Mars contributes Nerves to make thee Strong z 
8 Venus and Cupid gave Thee all their Loves, 
And Phœbus aided the concerted Song : Lo On on 
The Nine learn'd Siſters did enrich thy Mind, e e 
And All his Shepherds Pan to Thee reſign'd. c 
Z £6 This Sonnet is both a true and a beautiful Deſcription of the GA LAT EA, a 
Novel wherein Cervantes has manifeſted the Penetration of his Wit in the Invention, 


his Fertility of Fancy in the abundance of his beautiful Deſcriptions and entertaining 
_ Epiſodes ; his rare Ability in unravelling many ſeemingly indiſſoluble Knots; and his 
Happineſs in chooſing proper Words and Phraſes peculiarly adapted to the Perſons he 
introduces, and to the Subject he treats of. But what is more to be commended, is, 
bis handling Love-Matters with Modeſty, herein imitating Heliodorus and Athenagoras, 
the former of whom was of Phænicia and wrote the Amours of Theagenes and Chari- 
dclea. As for the latter, *tis uncertain whether ever ſuch a Perſon exiſted at all; for if 
tie Conjectures of the learned Biſhop Iluetius are true, it was Wi liam Philonder that 
wrote the Novel of - Parfett Love, and father'd it on Athenagoras, Let this be as it will, 
our Cervantes wrote of Love fo judiciouſly and philoſophically, that we have no 8 
ſon to regret the Loſs of Ariſtolle's Eroticts, or the Love- Books of his two Diſciples 
5 Clearchu; and et! 3 or of rien of Ceos, another Peripatetic, But even this 


| Delicacy 
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Delicacy with which Cervantes treated the Subject of Love, he was afraid wou'd be 
imputed to him as a Fault, and therefore he endeavoured to clear himſelf beforehand : 
Well I know (ſays he) that in Paſtoral Malters there is a particular Style which ought 10 
be reſtraind within due Bounds, ſince even the Prince of Latin Poeſy has been found fault 


with for ſoaring much higher in ſome of his Eclogues than in others : And therefore I ſhall 
be the leſs concern d, ſhou'd any one condemn me for putting Philoſo phic Reaſonings into the 
Mouths of ſome Enamour'd Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes, who ſoldom aim at a high Style 
in their Diſcourſe, or talk of any thing but Country-Affdirs. But when it is conſidered 
that many of my Shepherds are only ſo in Diſguiſe, and wear a Paſtoral Habit purely ts 


Carry on the Deſign of the Novel, this Objeftion will fall to the Ground. But Cervantes 
did not find it ſo eaſy a Matter to clear himſelf of another Objection, which was his 


interweaving into this Novel ſo many Epiſodes, that their Multiplicity confounds the 
Reader's Imagination, let it be ever ſo attentive z for they come ſo thick, that though 


they are work'd in with great Art, yet this very Art gives no room to follow the 
Thread of the Narration, which is frequently interrupted with new Incidents. He 
was ſenſible of this, and confeſt as much when he introduc'd the Curate Perez (who 


was a Man of Learning, and a Graduate of Siguenza,) and Mr. Nicholas the Barber, 


5 ſaying: But what is that Book (ask'd the Curate) which is next to the Song- Boot? (mean- 


ing Maldonado's Cancionero.) It is (reply'd the Barber) The GALATEA of Michael de 
Cervantes. That Cervantes has been my intimate Acquaintance theſe many Years, cry'd 


the Curate; and I know he has been more converſant with Misfortunes than with Poetry. 
His Book indeed has ſomething in it that ſhews a happy Invention, It aims at Something, 
ut concludes Nothing. Therefore we muſt ſtay for the Second Part, which he bas promis d 
Rs © Perhaps he may make us amends, and obtain a full Pardon, which is deny d him for 
the preſent ; till that time keep him cloſe Priſoner at your Houſe. The Second Part of 
this Paſtoral Novel was never publiſh'd, tho? often promis'd by the Author, (s) One 
Thing I obſerv'd ſome Years ago, and I here repeat it, ſince it naturally falls in with _ 
| the Subject, and that is, the Style of The Galatea is not very orderly, but rather con- 
fus'd, and in ſome Places abounding with affected Oddities, The Words are indeed 
very proper, but the conſtructive Part violent, becauſe irregular, and contrary to the 
| uſual way of Speaking, Herein the Author imitated the ancient Books of Knight- 
Errantry; but in his Dedication and Preface he preſerves a more natural Diſpoſition of 
Style, and ſtill more in the Pieces he publiſh'd afterwards ; all which are a manifeſt 
Retractation of his former Error. In The Galatea there are Songs and Verſes in both 
thoſe kinds of Spaniſh Poetry, call'd Arte Menor, and Arte Mayor (t). Thoſe of the 
firſt Sort, in The Galatea, are exquiſitely judicious and equally delightful, replete with 
moſt delicate Sentiments, and the Language inconceivably ſweet. His Compoſitions of 
the Arte Mayor, in that Piece, are much inferior ; however, there are ſome Verſes in 
1 which may vic with the beſt of ay Foc vintever. + 


he Rhyme, in both, alike, 


„„ 30-400; he 8 
1 ) In an Or ation i in path of Don Diego Saavedra Fayardo' 5 Warks, 22 ty bis Reſpublica Li- | 
_ teraria, reprinted in Madrid Anno Domini 1736. 
| (t) Co plas de Arte Menor, or Verſes of the leſſer Art, ether wiſe call'd Redonddias, are 2 Verſes | 
in which FP firſt and fourth, and the ſecond and third rhyme. Thoſe of the Arte Mayor, or the 


. Greater Art, 1s when each Ver conſiſts of twelve S llables, or contains two Verſes of the leſſer un- : 
_ each 7 which has ſix Hale 4 f x / / ye | 


2 . * N * 
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15. But this is not the Work from which we are to take an Eſtimate of the Great: 


neſs of Cervantes Wit, his Miraculous Invention, or the Purity, Sweetneſs, and Eaſi- 


neſs of his Style. All which are moſt admir'd in the Books he wrote of the ingenious 


Gentleman Don QuixoTE pt La MAncnya. This was his Principal Under- 


taking ; Rand an impartial Examen of this Work ſhall be the Principal Subject of my 
Pen in theſe my particular Specifications of his Life, which I write with great Pleaſure, 


fince I do it in obedience to the Commands of a Great Honourer of the worthy Me- 
mory of Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, who, if he had not already attain'd, as he 


certainly has, an Univerſal Fame, he wou'd now have attained 1 It oy the Fa avour of ſo 
Illuſtrious a Protector. (u) 


16. The reading of bad Books is one of the principal Things corruptive of good 


| Morals, and deſtructive of the Public Weal. Now it ſo much Miſchief ariſes from 
| Books which only give a bare Relation of bad Examples, what Effect will not ſuch 


Books have which are feign'd on purpoſe to inſtil into unwary Minds a Poiſon condited 


and conſery/d with the Sugar of a Delicious Style? Such are the Mileſian Fables, ſo 
call'd from the City of Miletus in Tonia (a Province addicted to all kinds of Debauchery) 


where theſe Fables were firſt introduc'd ; as alſo the Sibarites in Taly, from whence 


the Sibartic Fables took their Name. The whole Buſineſs of theſe Fables (I am only 
ſpeaking of the leud ones) was to deſtroy Religion, to beaſtialize Human Nature, 


_ emnmaſculate the Mind, harden Men into Brutes, or ſoften them into Eunuchs, and in- 
ſtruct them in every thing that was wicked and deteſtable, baſe and unworthy. 
17. The Hebrews wrote their idle Stories of the Cabala, and the Talmud, purely t to 


125 ſupport the Madneſs of their Incredulity, by the credulous Perſuaſion of Fictions the 
moſt ridiculous, extravagant and deſpiſable that can he imagin'd, and to avoid aſſent- 
ing to the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, more viſible to the World than the Light 
of the Sun itſelf; and ſuch is their Affection and Fondneſs for legendary lying Sto- 
ries, that in Truth itſelf they wou'd not own they ſaw the Truth, even to that degree 
as, without any other Reaſon or Foundation but their Love of Legends, to deny the 
Book of Job to be any other than a mere Parable. To them the Anabapliſis join'd 
their Belief, and audaciouſly aſſerted the Hiſtory of Eſther and Judith to be in like 


manner nothing but Parables invented to divert and amuſe the People, Thus do they 
make uſe of their Fables to confirm their Sect, and turn their own Inventions to the 


Deſtruction of the Trueſt and moſt Authentic Hiſtories that the World contains, and as 


| ſuch have bern preſerv'd to us by the proper Depoſitaries. 


18. With this ſame Intention of deſtroying the True Religion, was likewiſe written 


Mabomet's Alcoran, which, as hath been obſerv'd by the very learned Alexius Vinegas, (x) 
contains a Quadripartite Set, of which the Firſt and chief Part is the Swiniſh or Epicu- 


rean Life. The Second, a Jumble of Jewiſh Ceremonies, void of the Signification they bore 

before the Coming of Chriſt. The Third, à 7. exture of the Arian and Neſtorian lerefies. 

An the „ the Lelter of the Goſpel diſtorted and ill expounded; to anſwer their de- 
fraud and wild Pretenſions, Of this Stamp. are the Stories LE ihe Cradle and Arrow, rt = 


broacly 4 22 the Moors in Harte Church of ot Io 


Al 414 7A. 
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19. Another 
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19. Another Deſign of the miſchievous Mi lefian Books, is, to render the Readers 


of them Effeminate, by a lively Repreſentation of amorous Encounters, and exciting 


corrupt Ideas by luſcious Imag'ry and Machinery. In this ſort of Writings it were 
much better not to cite Examples, and if any be brought in, let it be Apuleius's Aſs, fo 
that the Example itſelf may put the Reader in mind that Indolence, and- a ſupine vile 
Diſpoſition, will transform Men into Beaſts. 

20. As on the one hand, Mens Minds are render'd effeminate by Books of Knight- 
Errantry, ſo, on the other, ſuch Books tend to make Savages of them, for therein are 
deſcrib'd moſt monſtrous Performances of certain fiftitious Knights, with each of them 
his Lady, for whom he commits a thouſand mad Pranks, even to that degree as 
to Pray to them, invoking them in their perilous Adventures with certain Forms of 
Words, as ſo many Advocates and Mediatrixes in their Conflicts and Encounters; and 
for their ſakes they enter upon and atchieve Multitudes of extravagant and nonſenſical 
Matters. In ſhort, the reading theſe Books ſtirr'd up many to barbarous Actions thro? 


an imaginary Punctilio of defending Women even for Cauſes abſolutely diſhonourable. 
And things were come to that paſs, the very Laws cenſur'd ſuch Doings as unfit to be 
countenanced, and accordingly declare it to be an Abuſe : ()) In order to animate them- 
ſelves the more, ſays the old Collection of Spani/h Laws, they held it a noble thing to cal! 
uon the Name of their Mi ſtreſſes, that their Hearts might fewell with an increaſe of Cou- | 


rage, and their Shame be the greater if they faild in their Attempts. 
21. The laſt Sort of pernicious Novels, is, ſuch as, under the Pretence of warning 


People againſt Roguery, do really teach it; of which Compoſitions we have in Spain 
ſuch Multitudes of Examples, that it is needleſs to inſtance any in particular, 


22. Of all theſe Books, thoſe that did moſt harm to the Publick were ſuch as had 

Knight- Errantry for their Subject. The Cauſes of their Introduction were as follows. 
23 The Northern Nations poſſeſſing themſelves of all Europe, the Inhabitants ing 

away their Pens and laid hold of their Swords, of which they that had the longeſt, 


and were conſequently the ſtrongeſt, were moſt eſteemed. Barbariſm prov'd to be the 


molt potent, and went out Conqueror; Learning was beat down, the Knowledge of 
Antiquity loſt, and the right Taſte annihilated. But, as there is no making ſhift well | 


without theſe Things, there ſucceeded in their room a falſe Learning and a wron 


Taſte. They wrote Hiſtories which were fabulous, becauſe they bad” loſt, or knew | 


not how to find out the Memory of paſt Occurrences. Some Men, who wou'd needs 
of a ſudden ſet up for Teachers, cou'd but ill inſtruct their Readers in what they had 
never learnt themſelves. Such were Theleſinus Helius, an Engliſh Writer, who, about 


the Year 640, when King Arthur reign'd in Britain, wrote the Life and Actions of 
that King in a fabulous romantick Way. Herein he was imitated by Avalcnius, who, 


in Kirg Vortiper's Reign, about the Year 650, wrote the Hiſtory of Britain, inter- 
ſpers'd with Tales of King Arthur and the Round Talle. The Hiſtory publiſh'd by 


Gildas, ſurnam'd The Wiſe, a I/elſb Monk, is of the ſime Sortment: He relates the 


marvellous Exploits of King Arthur, Percival and Lancelot, The Book written by 
French Tlunibald, and abridg'd by the Abbot T ruPemits, 13 a heap of Lyes and idle 


childiſh Stories, - Another Book falſly aſcribl to LONG: Tur, in, being in truth 


D- . millated 
(s) See the 224 lan. tit. 21, Part II. Es 5 7 
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miſ lated by above 200 Years, treats of the Atchievements of Charlemagne, full of Ficy 5 
tions, and was indeed forgꝰ' in France, not in Spain, as is by a certain Perſon averr'd 


only becauſe he was plcas'd to have it fo, With theſe Books we may couple the fabu- 
lous Hiſtorics ſalſly father'd on Ilancon Furleman, Salcan Forteman, Sivard the Sage, 


Jobi Abgil-lo Son of a King of Frizeland, and Adel Adeling a Deſcendant from the Kings 
of the ſame Nation ; all of whom are ſaid to have been Frræalander, and to have liv'd 


in the Time of Charlemagne, whoſe Story they wrote. 


24. No leſs fabulous was the [tory of the Origine of the Hane aſcrib'd to 


Occo Eſcarlenſis, Grandſon (as ſome feign) to a Siſter of Salcon Forteman's, and co- 


temporary with Ortho the Great, Nor ought any more Credit to be given to the Hiſto- 


ry compos'd by Geofry of Monmouth, a Briton, wherein are written The Life and Ad- 


ventures of King Arthur, and of the Wiſe Meriin, notwithſtanding he 1 Is ſaid to have 


dran them from ancient Memoirs. 


25. Theſe were the Hiſtories which were in ſuch vogue among the Nations that 


were then leſs rude, and leſs ſtupidly dull. There were Men that fooliſhly buſy'd 
themſclyes in coining and publiſhing ſuch extravagant Whims, becauſe there were Men 
ſtill more fooliſh, who read, applauded, and often beliey'd them. 

26. The Trobadores (a), I mean the Pocts, who in the time of Louis the Plats began 
to cultivate the Gaya Ciencia (that is Poetry, as if one ſhou'd ſay The Gay, Pleaſant 
Science) made it their Study to reduce to Metre theſe ſame Fi igments; and as s they. al- 
ways uſed to ſing them, they became common. 


257. In Spain the Uſe of Poetry is much more ancient. I am not treating of the 
moſt remote T'imes, and therefore ſhall not quote Strabo : I'm ſpeaking only of the 
common Poeſy, which we call Rhy:hmical. There are no Traces of its ever being, 
known in any Part of Europe before the Arabians came into Spain. They alone afford 
= greater Number of Poets and Poems than all the Europeans put together. *T was. 
they that firſt inſpit '4 this Poetical Itch, or perhaps confirm'd it in the Spaniards, who 

| knew how to rhime to Perfection, as is related in a long, but not tedious Account 
thereof by Alvaro of Cordoves, (b) who lamented it as a Grievance a hundred and 


thirty Years after the Loſs of Spain, Whether many, or any, of theſe Arabian Poems 


mention'd by Alvaro, were a Species of Novels, I will not take upon me to ſay ; but 


the Exploits of their Bubalul, ſo much celebrated by them in Proſe and Verſe, were, 
doubtleſs, of the Novel Kind. It is certain that Tradition, to this very Day, has pre- 


ſerv'd in Spain what we call Cuentos de Viejas (Old Wives Tales) fill'd with Inchant- 
ments, which occaſions ſo many to believe them: And therefore Cervantes, with his 
_- uſual Propriety of Speech, calls his Novels, Cuentos (c). Yet Lope de Vega is for 


| making a Diſtinction between Cuentos and Novelas, (Tales and Novels), when, writ- 


ing to Señora Maria Leonarda, he thus expreſſes himſelf : Your Ladyhip commands me 
to write a Novel.” This ts a Novelly to me; for, all hob it is true that i in The ARcaplia, 


and in Tur PiLGRIM, Here is ſomething of this Kind and S'yle, more in uſe among the 
Italians and French, than the ee yet the Difference is greats and the Manner 


mor E 


4s ) Ar old Name * Pans from Trobar in old Spaniſh, to find, (Trouver © in F . i. e. to find 
| Rhime for Verſes. (b) See Aldrete Orig. de la Lengua Callas, Lib. J. . 2. (e ) 4t te 


2 Che of his Galatea, « and the Dedication of his Novels, 5 
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more humble. In an Age leſs judicious than ours, even the wiſeſt Men calbd Nove1.s by 
the Name of CuznTos (Tales). Theſe latter were got by heart, and never committed 10 
Writing, that I remember. I, for my part, am apt to think that if there's any Diffe- 


rence, (which I doubt) it is, that the Cuento, or Tale, is the ſhorter of the two. Be 


that as *twill, the Cuentos (Tales) are uſually call'd Novelas (Novels,) and ſo vice versd, 


and both of them Fables, Thoſe who profeſs Exactneſs and Propriety in Speech will 


tell you there is a farther Sort of Fables, and theſe they call Fables of Chivalry: For 
which reaſon Lope de Vega, purſuing his Diſcourſe of Spaniſh Cuſtoms in relation to 
their Fondneſs for Fiction, immediately adds: Becauſe their Fables were reduc'd to 4 


kind of Books which had the Appearance of Hiſtories, and were call'd in the Caſtillian 
Tongue CAVALLERIAS, 4s much as to ſay, Tye ATCHIEVEMENTS OF VAILOROUS 


KnicnuTs, Herein the Spaniards were moſt i ingenious, becauſe in the Matter of Invention 


no Nation in the World excells them, as may be ſeen in ſo many Eſplandianesꝰ 6, Phebus's, 
Palmerin's, Liſuartes, Floranbeles Pharamondo's, and the celebrated and moſt re- 


nowned Amadis, Father of all this endleſs Multitude, which was written by a Portugueſe 
Lady. Reading theſe laſt Words, I was ſomewhat ſtartled, becauſe at the time when 


the Romance of Amadis was firſt publiſh'd, there was not, at leaſt that ever I heard, 


a Lady in the Kingdom of Portugal capable of wriang a Book of ſo much Invention 


and Novelty, 
28. The learned and judicious Author of The Dialogue of the Languages, who wrote 


in Charles the Vth's Time, and beſtow'd much Pains and Time in examining Amadis 
de Gaule, never ſpeaks of it as if he took it to be the Work of a Woman, but a Man. 


The learned and judicious Archbiſhop of Tarragona, Don Antonio Auguſtin, ſpeaking 
of Amadis de Gaule, has theſe Words: (d) A Piece which the Portugueſe ſay was com- 
209d by (e) Vaſco Lobera, And one of the Interlocutors preſently adds, This is ano- 
ther Secret which few are acquainted with, Manuel de Feria i Souſa, in his learned Pre- 


face to the Fuente de Aganippe, publiſh'd a Sonnet, which ſays that the Infante Don Pe- 


Aro of Portugal, Son to King John the Firſt, wrote in praiſe of Vaſco de Lobera, for 


having written that feign'd Story of Amadis de Caula. I have heretofore obſerv'd, that 


Amadis de Gaula is exactly the Anagram of La Vida de Gama, (/) (The Life of Gama.) 


From whence my F riends the een may infer my other very likely Con- 


jectures. 


29. Let that Matter be as it may (for T kings done ſo Jong "BO can't eaſily be aſcer- 


: rair'd ) as our oldeſt Book of Chivalry is about a hundred Years poſterior to thoſe which 
treat of Triſtran and Lancelot; this gave occaſion to the molt learned Huelius, after 
Jobn Baptiſt Giraldo, to ſay, That the Spaniards receiv'd from the French the Art of 
5 compoſing Novels (2). As for what concerns Chivalry, I ſhall make no Difficulty in 
believing it. But the ſame Art which the Spaniard receiv'd rough and diſorderly, they 


liſh'd and beautiſy'd ſo much, that there is the ſame Difference between them as be- 
tween a Di/habille and a Set-Dreſs. The Spaniards fell into this Romantick way. of 
Writing by the ſame Occaſion as Foreigners did. Their Ignorance of true Hiſtories 


- MF d nw, when oy were to write * ſuch, to ſtuff them full of {AY . 
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if they treated of things paſſed any conſiderable time before, for they eldom had Af. 
ſurance enough to write any maniſeſt Untruths of things preſent. But as Time preſent 
| ſoon becomes Time paſt, the Liberty of deviſing Fictions, ſo confounded Truth with 
Falſhood, that there was no diſtinguiſhing the One from the Other. And thus we ſee 


that the fabulous Songs, or to ſpeak more clearly, that Species of Spaniſh Poeſy call'd 


Romances (in my Opinion ſo denominated from Roman, a French Word, ſignifying 
Novel,) we ſee, I ſay, that theſe Lying Songs or Romances, which at firſt were only 


made for the Entertainment of the ignorant Rabble, got into ſuch vogue afterwards by 


being learnt by Heart and repeated by others, that they eaſily paſs'd for Authentic, and 


their Fictions interwoven with the General Chronicle of Spain, which was compiled by 
the Royal Authority. A moſt pernicious Example, and ſo much follow'd, that the 
Imitation thereof hath brought our Hiſtories to ſo unhappy a Paſs, that an Hiſtorian 


of ours, and one that was eſteem'd among the moſt judicious of his Time, has not 
ſcrupled to ſay, that, Excepting Holy Writ now and then quoted in them, there's no know- 
ing how 10 affirm or deny any thing after them, And who ſhou'd this Man be that hath 
baniſh'd Truth from Hiſtory, which is the moſt unexceptionable, and almoſt only Wit- 
neſs of Times paſt? Let Him declare that directly rebuk'd him for it, I mean, 
the moſt ingenious Batchelor Pedro Rhua, Profeſſor of Liberal Learning, who thus 
writes to him: ( Your Lordſhip, by Blood a Guevara (i), by Office an Hiſftoriographer, 

by Profeſſion a Divine, in Dignity and Worth a Biſhop ; but of all theſe the greateſt Re- 


nown is to love Truth, to write Truth, to preach Truth, to live in Truth, and to die for the 

Truth ; and therefore your Lordſhip will be delighted in hearing the T1 ruth, and in being © 
2 adviſed by Her. He goes on: I have written to your Lordſhip that among other Things 

in your Works which the Readers find fault with, the moſt unbecoming, odious and intolera- 


ble Thins that a Writer of Authority, as your Lordſhip 3 is, can be guilly of, is, your Liv- 


ing us Tables for Hiſtories, and Fittions of your own for other Peoples Narrations ; and ci- 

ling Authors who ſay no ſuch thing, or do not ſay it as you repreſent it, or are ſuch as do 
nul exift but in the Clouds, as the Crotoniates and Sibarites ud to fay : herein y : 
Lordſbip loſes your Authority, and the Reader, if he's unlearn'd, is deceivd, and ben 

diligent and fludious, he liſes his Time in ſeeking where the Cocks of Nibas crow, as the 


Greek Proverb has it. This falſe Opinion which the Biſhop of Mondonedo held of the 


Liberty of feigning Hiſtories, gave him occaſion to think, that ſince fo many others > 
had written whatever they had a Fancy to, he might do the ſame; a Licenſe which he 
ſo boldly gave into, as not only to forge Events and Authors, in whoſe Names he 


confirm'd them, but even Laws and Ordinances likewiſe. And alluding to this, No- 


drigo Doſina, in the Catalogue of the Biſbops of this City (Oſna) which is at the end of 


his Diſcurſos Patrios, ſpeaking of King Alonſo XI. of Leon, ſays: He flock'd the City 


with People, and gave them Laws calPd Fueros de Badajoz, which I bold for True © 
and Real Laws, not Fiftitious ones, like Guevara's, And indeed the moſt learned 


 Aldrete held the ſame. Opinion of Cuevara's Laws, tho' his great Modeſty 


n 
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ts the Work de Badajoz, if they are real, which ] will not take uon me 10 determine. 


4 | As for the Au thor who has ſet them down, his Aſſertions are ſomewhat doubtful, becauſe 
9 | of the little Dependance we can have upon the Certainty of other Things which be relates. 
.* . By this he plainly points to the Biſhop of Mondeniedo : Of whom Don Antonio A: aguſtin 
= ſays much the ſame thing, for which I refer to his Dialogues (7) rather than tranſcribe 
ais Words here. I have no mind to bring a Slur upon the Memory of a Perſon of ſo 


tender a Conſcience, that having been Hiſtoriographer to the Emperor Charles Vth, 
and written his Life to the time of his Return from Tunis, order'd by his Laſt Will 
and Teſtament that a Year's Salary he had receiv'd ſhou'd be paid back to his Ma- 
jeſty, becauſe during one whole Year he had wrote nothing, conſidering, very rightly, 
that this and the like Salaries, are not given for Services done, but to be done, by 
= DE diſcharging the Duty incumbent upon the Office ; a Duty indiſpenſable, becauſe ow- 
= ing to the Publick, the Members whereof, that is the Citizens, both preſent and to 
come, are in the nature of lawful Creditors to whom ſuch Officers are Debtors. I have 
inſtanc'd this memorable Example only to ſhew the mighty Force of Cuſtom, if once 


— = 3 n ee e << 
RES STE —— ASL cc 
r 2 C Lo I Log TE Os 

l A 5 BD 15 Nes 5 — . % 
3 e 8 Z RE pes 
* * warm ̃ PORT IT 


= it extends to lay down Fiction for Truth, becauſe even in good Men, naturally ſober, 
= diſcrete and ſtudious, as was Biſhop Guevara, it will pervert the Judgment, and did _ 
L 6 miſerably pervert that of moſt of the Spamards purely by giving way to the . - 
KB us Pleaſure and dangerous Delectation of Books of Chivalry. 
= 5 30. Mens Minds being thus accuſtomed to that Admiration which ariſes from extra- 
= vagant Relations intermixt in Hiſtory, they boldly proceeded to write Books entirely 
—_ fabulous: which indeed wou'd be much more tolerable, nay worthy even of Praiſe, if 
—= confining their Fictions to Probability, they wou'd preſent the Idea of ſome great 
'F; Nleroes, in whom Virtue was ſeen rewarded ; and on the other hand Vice chaſtis'd in 
ville and abandon'd Profligates. But let us hear how the judicious Author of he Dia- 
pF aue of the Languages delivers himſelf on this Occaſion : T, hoſe who write Lyes, ought 
_ —_ to worite them ſo as to come as near the Truth as poſſible 5; but our Author of Amadis, (who 
was the firſt and beſt Writer of Books of Chivalry) ſometimes thr? Careleſneſs, and at 
= tber limes thre I know not what, ſays Things ſo palpably falſe, ſo grofly untrue, that it 


—= 1s impoſſible for a Man to give the leaſt Credit to them, To confirm which, he produces 
= ſundry Inſtances. The ſame Enormity is cenſur'd and exploded by the ſage Ludovicus 
Vives (mn) with ſuch ſubſtantial and weighty Arguments as ſhew'd him to be one of 

the juſteſt as well as ſevereſt Criticks of his Time. Erudition (ſays he) is not to be ex- _ 
petted from Men who have not ſo much as ſeen the Shadow of Erudition. For whenever 

8 = relate a Story, what Pleaſure can there he in certain Things which they ſo barefacedly _ 

and nonſenſically feign ? This Man, alone, kild twenty together 3, that Man, thirty , ano- 

ther, run thre and thrd in threeſcore places, and left for dead, preſently riſes up, and the 
next day, being perfectly cured and recover d, Challenges a couple of Giants, kills them, and 
goes off loaded with Gold, Silver, Silke, and precious Stones, in ſuch abundance as wound 


: inf one Ship, if not two, to carry em. What a Madnoſs is it to ſuffer ones felf to be led 
a= away by ſuch I'xtrcvagancies ? Beſides, there is nothing ſpoke with Acuteneſs or Wit, un- 
= _ 25 we are lo rec eon for Wit, words of pram from the # oy Fore Privacies and Hiding-boles 
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of Venus, which are ſpoken very properly to ſeduce and unbinge the Modeſty of her they ſay 
they love, if by Chance ſhe ſhews any Reſolution to withſtand their Attacks. If it be for 


This, theſe Books are read; it will be leſs hurtful to read ſuch Books as treat of (par- 
don the Term) downright Bawdry. For, after all, what Diſcreetneſs can proceed from the 
Pens of Writers deſtitute of all good Learning and Art? I never heard any Man ſay he 


found a Pleaſure in ſuch Books, except only thoſe who never toucl'd a good Book in their 


Lives: I confeſs indeed, to m y Shame, I have ſometimes been guilty of reading them, but 
T never found any Footſteps in em either of a good Deſign or true Wit, Perſons therefore 
who praiſe them, ſome of whom I know, ſhall then find credit with me, when they ſay this 


A after they have read Seneca, Cicero, St. Jerom, or the Holy Scripture, and whoſe Mo- 


rals are as yet untainted. For moſt commonly the Reaſon of approving ſuch Books ariſes from 


bebolding in them our own Manners, preſented as in a Mirror, and ſo we rejoice to ſee 
them approvd of. To conclude ;, alths* the Contents of them were ever ſo willy ad delight- 


ful, I wou'd never deſire a poiſoning Pleaſure, or that my Wife Joou'd be i 3 40 play. 


me a treacherous Trick, 
21. Inthis manner proceeds the judicious Fives, who in another place alf igns (1) for one 


of the Cauſes of the Corruption of the Arts, the readingof Books of Chivalry : People are 
fond (ſays he) of reading Books evidently full of Lyes and Trifles, and this thre à certain 


Titillation of Stile, as Amadis, and Florian, among the Spaniards ; Lancelot, and the 


| Round Table, among the French; Orlando Furioſo, among the Italians : Books devis'd by 


idle Men and ſtuſted with a ſort of Falſities, which contribute nothing to the Knowledge or 


a right Judgment of Things, or to the Uſes of Life ; but only ſerve to tickle the Concupiſcence, ; 
and therefore they are read by Men corrupted by Idleneſs and a vicious Self-complacency : 


juſt as ſeme ſqueamiſh Stomachs which are uſed to be pamper'd up, are ſuſtain'd by certain 
Comfitures of Sugar and Honey, utterly rejecting all ſolid Food. Vives was not the only Man 


that complain'd of this Evil. Megia, Charles the Vth's Chronologer, and a diſcreet 
_ Hiſtorian of thoſe Times, lamented it in very pathetic Terms, (o) infomuch that the 
Inca Garci-laſſo, upon his ſole T eſtimony, wou' d never caſt an Eye upon ſuch ſtrange 


and monſtrous Books, Maſter Vinegas, with his uſual Judiciouſneſs, fays : () In theſe 


our Days, Io the great Prejudice of modeſt and retir'd Maidens, are written diſorderly and 
licentisus Books of Chivalry, which are no other than the Devil's Sermon-Books with which 
in Iloles and Corners he weds the Minds of young Women, Not to mention the Teſti- 
mony of other excellent Authors, a Spaniſh Biſhop of great Learning, and one of the 
ſoundeſt Divines in the Council of Trent, Melchior Cano, writes as follows: () Our 
Ale hath ſeen a Prieſt who cou'd not get it out of his Head but that every Thing that was 
printed, muſt. needs be True. For, ſaid be, the Miniſters of the Republict wou'd not com- 
mit ſo great a Wickedneſs, as not only to ſuffer Lyes to be publiſi/d, but alſo to authorize 


them with the San#tion of Privilege, that they may the more. ſecurely ſpread themſelves into 


the Peoples Minds. Mov d by this Argument, he came to believe, that Amadis and Cla- 


: rian did really perform the Things that are related of them in their romantic fabulous Thſ- 
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Miniſters of a Republick, this is neither a proper Place nor Time to diſpute. Fer my ton 


part, with great Grief I obſerve it, (becauſe it is a thing, detrimental and ruinous to the 


Church) that in the Publication of Books, the only Precaution is that they contain no Errors 


againſt the Faith, without minding whether they have any thing in them hurtful to Merals, 
My principal Complaint is not about thoſe Novels, which 1 juſt now named, tho written 
without any Learning or Erudition ; or ſuch as contribute not a jet, what ſhall I ſay, to 
our well and bappy Being, no, nor ſo much as to enable one to form a right Judgment of 


A Fairs in common Life. For what Benefit can accrue to any Body from Stuff and Nonſenſe 


invented by idle unemploy'd Writers, and fought for by vicious and corrupt Readers, &c. 
Words worthy to be written in Letters of Gold, by which it plainly appears how great 
a Value Biſhop Cano ſet upon the Opinion of Yives, whom he frequently copy'd, tho? 
ſometimes he reproach*d him, unjuſtly, for ſecret Reaſons againſt which had Yives livid, 
he wou'd have vindicated himſelf, (7) But Yives will live in the Memory of Mankind, 
and fome time or other will have a Friend, who joining Authority with Learning, 

will redreſs the Injury which was done, and is ſtill tolerated, againſt fo pious a Man. 
32. In the mean time let the above noticed Complaints ſuffice to form a Judgment 


of the Miſchief done by Books of Knight-Errantry, which ſo ſtrongly poſſeſs'd the 


Minds of the generality of Readers, that the Complaints, Invectives and Sermons of 
the moſt judicious, the moſt prudent and moſt zealous Men in the Nation, were unable 
to root them out. Nor did ſo immortal an Atchievement take place till it pleas'd Go p 


that Michael de Cervantes Saavedra ſhou'd write (as himſelf tells us (s) by the Mouth 


of a Friend of his) A Satyr on Books of Knight-Errantry, by publiſhing the HISTORY 


or Down QuixoTE DE La MANCHAaA: The principal, if not the ſole End, where- 


of is to deſtroy the Reputation of Books of Knight-Errantry, which had fo greatly infa- 


 tuated the major part of Mankind, eſpecially thoſe of the Spaniſh Nation. Cervantes 
conſider'd, that one Nail drives out another, and that moſt of thoſe who inclin*d to 
the reading ſuch Books were an indolent, idle, thoughtleſs fort of People, conſequently 


not eaſy to be diſſuaded from reading them by the Force of Reaſon, which only ope- 
rates upon conſiderate Spirits, he judg'd the beſt Remedy to this Evil wou'd be a Book 
of a like Invention, and of an innocent Entertainment, which excecding all the reſt in 


Point of Mirth and Diverſion, might draw in to the reading of it People of all kinds, 
as well Men of a deep and ſearching Thought, as the Ignorant and Halt-witted. For 
the attaining of which End there was no need of a great ſtock of Learning; but on- 


ly to clothe a well-devis'd Story in ſuch pleaſing T erms as to delight every Body, 
And therefore Cervantes in that moſt ingenious Preface, in which he ſo wittily fa- 


tirizes the Vanity of petty Writers; after a very pleaſant Confabulation between 
_ himſelf and a Friend, makes his Friend propoſe the Plan he ought to proceed upon, 
which is as follows: If I know any thing of the Matter, your Book has no occaſion for 
any ſort of learned Lumber, as Quotations in the Margin, &c. for your Subject, being a 
Satyr on Knight-Errantry, is fo abſolutely new, that neither Ariſtotle, St. Baſil, nor Ci- 
| cero, ever dream'd or heard of it. Theſe fabulous Extravagancies (of Chivalry) have 
nothing to do with the impartial Punctualily of true Hiſtory, nor do I find any Buſineſs 


. 5 . 5 N 
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you can have either with Aſtrology, Geometry. or Logic, nor to make Sermons or preach 
1% People by mixing ſacred Things with profane, a fort of Compound which every good 
Chriſtian wau'd avoid being guilty of. Nothing but pure Nature is your Buſineſs : Her 
you muſt conſult, and the cloſer you can imitate her, the better will be your Pidture. Vu 
have no need to hunt for PhilsJophical Sentences, Paſſages out of Holy Writ, Poetical Fa— 
bles, Rhetorical Orations, or Miracles of Saints. Do but take care to expreſs your ſelf in 
a plain eaſy manner, in well-chiſen, ſigniſicant and decent Terms, and to give an barmo- 
nious and eaſy Turn to your Pericds. Study to explain your Thoughts, and ſet them in the 
trueſt Light, labouring, as much as pofſible, not to leave em dark nor intricate, but clear 
and intelligible, Let your diverting Stories be expreſs'd in diverting Terms, to kindle Mirth 
in the Melancholict, and heighten it in the Gay. Let Mirth and Humour be your ſuper- 
ficial Deſign, tho' laid on a ſolid Foundation, to challenge Attention from the Ignorant, and 
Admiration from the Judiciuus; to ſecure your Work from the Contempt of the graver fort, 
and deſerve the Praiſes of Men of Senſe ; keeping your Lye ſtill ft on the principal End 
of your Proſpelt, the I all and Deſtruttion of that monſtrous Heap of Romances, which, tho? 
abhorr'd by many, have /o ftrangely en the greener ks o . Mind this, 
| o your Buſineſs is done. 
F 23. Cervantes being ſo well inſtruaed, let us now ſee, without Favour or  Aﬀec- 
tion, whether he was capable of executing the Advice giv'n him. 
34. In three Things conſiſts the Perfection of a Book: Good Invention due Dit. 

\ poli ion, and a Diction proper to the Subject. | —_ 
25, The Invention of our Author is adapted to the chan der of a Gentleman # 1 
no deſpicable Parts, which he had i improv'd by reading, but at laſt by too much po- > 
ring upon Books of Knight-Errantry, loſt his Senſes : and giving into the Phrenzy-of fk 5 Hs 


imitating thoſe ſtrange and unaccountable Exploits he had met with in his reading, _— 
chuſes for his Squire a poor labouring Man, but withal a pleaſant merry- -conceited 
- Fellow 3 & that he may not be without a Lady, he frames one to himſelf in his Inpa 
gination with whom he is platonically | in love. And with a view of meeting with Mt 
A adventures, he, at,firſt Alone, on his Horſe, call d by him Rocinante, and afterwards 1 


in his ſecond and third Sally, with lis Log Are Sancho Paiiza on his Ale. call d Eos 3 
ow forth a Knight-Erranting. 5 
The Idea e of Cervantes, and my Senſe of i it, as far as $5 can judge, 
are as ; follows. Alonſo Quixgd7, a Gentleman of la Mancha, gave himſelf entirely up 
to the reading of Books of Knight-Errantry : A Vice very common to People addicted 
to Faſe and brought up to nothing: Too intenſe an Application to Books of Chivalry. 
dry'd up his Brain, and turn'd his Head, as it had done by another famous Ruſticator, 
known by the Name of the Paladin. Which ſignifies, that this vain uſcleſs ſort of 
Reading unhing'd the Ju: Igment, rendring the Readers raſh and fool-hardy, as if they 
had to deal with Men that were, after all, but Imaginary, Our unfortunate Manchegan 
belicv'd all the Prodigies he had read were really true, and the Proſeſſion of Knighits- 
_Errarit ſ-em'd to him to be abſolutely neceſſary to Mankind, in order to redreſs Griev- 
.. ances, and, nate] was wrong in the World, to ſet it right, as he uſed to ſay himſelf, 
_ He Were re Jctermin'd to enter into ſo honourable a Fraternity, and to employ himſclf 
in Exxr Cilzs.10 » falurary to Mankind. A Diſpoſition natural cough to Men who pre- 
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MICHAEL DE CERVANTESSAAVEZ DRA. 17 


Title of Down QuixoTE DE La MANCHA, and ſuffer'd himſelf to be dubb'd 


a Knight by an Inn-Keeper. Thoſe who go out of their Sphere, preſently think them- 


ſelves extraordinary Perſons : they are wont to change their- Name and Stile, and if to 
this any exterior Mark of Honour be added, they think that People read only the Su- 


perſcription, and that in the political World there are no Z,ynceus's to look into their | 
Inſide. Ys 


37. Dox Quixor E ſtiled himſelſ of the Territory of LA Manxcua, and his ima- 


ginary Lady he ſtiled DuLcInzA DEL T oBoso, a Town of La Mancha: The 
| Inhabitants whereof having, 'tis ſaid, upon ſome very ſlight occaſion, thrown our Au- 
thor into Priſon, he, in Return, (not to ſay Revenge, becauſe it has tended ſo much to 
the Glory of La Mancha) made both the Knight-Errant, and his Lady Manchegans, 


ſume upon their Valour, and are for remedying every thing out of an oſtentatious Pride, 
without any proper Call or Obligation thereto. Alonzo QJuixada took upon him the 


(i. e. Inhabitants of la Mancha.) That Cervantes (like Nevius who wrote two of his 


Plays in a Jail, The Hariolus & Leontes) compos'd this Hiſtory within the Walls of 
a Priſon, he confeſſes himſelf, ſaying : () What can my barren and unpoliſh'd Under- 


ſtanding produce, but what is dull, very impertinant, and extravagant beyond Imagination? 


| Seat of Wretchedneſs, and amidſt all manner of Inconveniences, 


Nu may ſuppoſe it the Child of Diſturbance, engender'd in ſome diſmal Priſon, in the very 


38. Next let us ſee what Dow Qu1xorT x does; who was 3 ally'd forth 5 


from his Houſe upon a lean Horſe, a true Symbol of the Weakneſs of his Enterprize, 


follow'd in his ſecond and third Sally by Sancno Panza on his Aſs, an Hiero- 
glyphick of his Simplicity, _ ; . 


39. In Do N Qulx or k we are preſented with an Heroick Madman, who fancy ing 


many Things of what he ſees, to be like thoſe he has read of, purſues the Deception of 
his Imagination, and engages himſelf in Encounters, to his thinking, glorious; but, 


in others Opinion, mad and extravagant: Such as thoſe which the old Books of Chi- 


\ 


valry relate of their imaginary Heroes: To imitate whom, we may eaſily ſee how _ 
great a ſhare of Romance-learning was neceſſary in an Author who at every Step was 


to allude to the Atchievements of the endleſs Herd of Knights-Errant. Cervantes's 


makes appear to a Demonſtration. 


Reading in this fort of fabulous Hiſtory was without an Equal, as he very frequently 


40. Dm Quixote, when he is out of his mad Fits, talks very ſenſibly and rational- 


digrees; on the Uſe of Poetry; and, to conclude, the Political and Occonomical In- 


ſtructions he gave Sancho Panza, before he went to his Government of the Iſland 
* Barataria, are ſuch as may be given to real Governors, who certainly ought to put 
them in Practice, and make them the Rule of their whole Conduct in the Diſcharge 


of their Office. 


5 $8" SAN chHo PAnzaA is repreſented the Simplicity of the Vulgar, who tho? 
they know their Errors, yet blindly purſue them, But, leſt SanchYs Simplicity ſhou'd 


() Prof. of the Firfl Part, * Parato means Cheap in Spaniſh. 


ly. What can exceed, what can be more worthy to be read and retained than the 
Diſcourſes he makes on the golden or firſt Age of the World poetically deſcrib'd? _ 
On the Condition of Soldiers and Students; on Knights, Gentlemen, and different Pe- 


tire 


9 iy il Fr 


&. 5-3 2: 


tire the Reader, Cermantes makes it of the merry kind, and of a diverting Nature, No 


body has given a better Definition of Sancho Panra, than his Maſter Don Quixote has 
pon when ſpeaking to the Dutcheſs, he ſays, () Jour Grace muſt know that no Kright- 
Errant ever had ſuch an eternal Babbler, ſuch a Bundle of Conceit for a Squire as I have. 


And on another Occaſion, (x) I afſure your Grace, that Sancho Panza is one of the mot 


pleaſant Squires that ever waited on a Knight-Errant. Sometimes he comes out with ſuch 
ſharp Simplicities that one is pleaſantly puzzled, to judge whether he be more Knave or Fool. 
The Varlet, indeed, is full of Roguery enough to be thought a Knave : But then he commits ſuch 


Blunders that he may better be thought a Fool, tHe doubts of every thing, yet believes every 
thing : And when one would think he had entangled himſelf in a piece of downright Folly, 
beyond recovery, he brings himſelf off of a ſudden ſo cleverly, that be is applauded to the 
Skies, In fort, I would not change him for the beſt Squire that wears a Head, thy I 


mig bt have a City to boot, For a Proof of the Simplicity and — of Sancho 
Panza, the Braying- Adventure may ſuffice. )) 


42. Such being the principal Perſonages of this Hiſtory, it naturally. follows (as 


Cervantes makes another ſay) (z) That it is the Property of Don Quixote's Adventures, 
to create always either Surprize or Merriment : And that Sancho is (a) one of the moſt comi- 


cal Creatures that can be. And without ſpeaking by the Mouth of other People, Cer- 


_ wantes himſelf ſays at the end of his firſt Preface: I will not urge the Service I have 
done you by introducing you into fo conſiderable and noble a Knight's Acquaintance, but only 


beg the Favsur of ſome ſmall Acknowledgment for recommending you to the Familiarity of 


the famous Sancho PAnza his Squire, in whom, in my Opinion, you will find united 
and deſcribed all the ſcatier d Endowments which the voluminous Foppery of r y 
| Knight-Errantry can afford to one of his Character. 


43. That the Hiſtory of a Knight-Errant might not ſurfeir the Reader with a 


tireſom Uniformity and a Return of ſimilar Adventures, which wou'd have been the 
Caſe, had it treated only of mad or fooliſh Occurrences, Cervantes introduces many Epi- 
ſiodes, the Incidents whereof are frequent, new, and probable ; the Reaſonings artful, 
perſpicuous, and efficacious ; the Plot deep. and myſterious, but the Iſſue eaſy, na- 


rural, and withal ſo agreeable, that the Mind is leſt in a State of Complacency, and 


all thoſe Paſſions quieted and made calm again, which Juſt before, had, by a ſingular 
| Artifice, been put into a ſort of Tumult and Anxicty. And that which i is moſt ad- 


mir'd by good Judges, is, that all theſe Epiſodes, except two, that is to ſay, The 


Novels of The Captive, and The Curious Impertinent, are wove into the main Deſign of 
the Fable, and, together with it, like a beautiful Piece of Tapeſtry, make one agreeable 


| and moſt delightful Work. 


4. When an Artiſt is conſurnmately Skilful i in 1 Profeſſion, no body kndes 1 


ter 15 himſelf the Perfection of his own Works. This made Cervantes himſelf ſay of 


his Hiſtory : (a) The Stortes and Epiſodes, the varions Tales and Novels with re 1 
is intermixd, are, in ſome elt as — Faining, as A ul, and as authentic as the Hiſ- 


45. 3 


u) Part I. ch. 30. | (x) Ibid. ch. 32. (y) Part II. c). | . Ms 1 8 25 
4 Ibid, ch. . Or Part - ch. 28. 3 | G) c 44 


want od t * * 22 2 8 1 * = * I 7 = EF 4 n * 4 1 ad (I'S 1 FO IS 2 aj. > PT oi; 4 rd 4 
oy bay: 2 Do TS N L Þ VHS Nenn Ne. er tx "+ lags} et Ef r „ 4 IS A ARIZ — 4 
4 re” e 8 hh By ee ß 28 FFF ey 3 . e 82 NG SIT cdl BED Sas 8 2 e RSA Wh OS : ” 8 
2 E I: f.. ... ̃ EE Ton Res ER ͤ ̃ ̃ . TS IETS e N L % 
* rr r PPC * 5 752 8 S r To FIN 54 = — 
227777777. 8 Fd op Oo en en i ᷑ Oo I On OT 
p 4 2 8 n ? 8 b - s : 
23 : 7 


x: 12% 15 
2 


DESC et oy ny oothron Gd, ee Wat 
F. * « - 7 7 bo” 


MIcHAEL DE CERvANTES SAA VIE DRA. 1 

45. Cervantes, to give the greater Probability, and Plauſibility to his Invention, 
feigns the Author of it to have been (c) CID HñAMETBEN-ENOGELI, an Ara- 
bian Hiſtoriographer, a Native of La Mancha, He makes him of La Mancha that he 


may be ſuppog'd to be well acquainted with Don Quixote's Concerns. It is very diverting, 
to ſee how Cervantes celebrates Cid Hamet's ſcrupulous Punctuality in relating even the 


moſt inconſiderable and trifling Things, as when ſpeaking of Sancho Panza, baſtinado'd 


by the Zangeſian Carriers, he ſays: (d) So breathing out thirty Lamentations, threeſcore 


Sigbs, and a bundred and twenty Plagues and Poxes on thoſe that had decoy'd bim thither, he 


al laſt got upon his Legs, And when he ſays of another Carrier, (e) He was one of the 
richeſt Carriers of Arevalo, as the Mooriſh Author of this Hiſtory relates, who makes par- 


ticular mention of him, as having been well acquainted with him, nay, ſame don't ſlick to 
ay he was ſomewhat a-kin to bim. However it be, it appears that Cid Mahamet Benengeli 
was a very exatt Hiſtorian, ſince be takes care to give us an Account of Things that ſeem ſo 


inconſiderable and trivial.” A laudable Example which thoſe Hiſtorians fhou'd follow, who 
uſually relate Matters ſo eraqqay. that they ſearce dip into them, or let their Readers have 
ſo much as a Taſte of em, and rather ſeem to have left the moſt eſſential Part of the 


. Story in the bottom of the Ink-horn, either thre Neglect, Malice, or Ignorance, A thou- 


ſand Bleſſings then be given to the curious Author of Tablante de Ricamonte, and to 


that other indefatigable Sage who recorded the Atchievements of Count Tornillas, for 1 


have deſcrib'd even the moſt minute and trifling Circumſtances with a ſingular Preciſeneſs ! 
Lucian himſelf has not ſpoke more to the Purpoſe in his two Books of True Hiſtory. 


46. In another place, putting in practice this fame Punctuality in ſpecifying every 


he moſt minute Particular belonging to his Subject, Cervantes ſays, by the Mouth of _ 


Benengeli, Don Quixote was brought into a fair Room, where Sancho took off bis Ar- 
mour, and then the Knight appeard in a Pair of Cloſe Breeches, and Doublet of 


Sbamoy Leather, all beſmear'd with the Ruſt of bis Armour. About bis Neck be wore a 
Perilain Band, unſtarch'd, after the manner of a Student; about his Legs ſad-colour d Spat- 


terdaſhes, and on his Feet a Pair of Wax-leather Shoes: He bung his truſty Sword by his 5 


Side in a Belt of Sea- Moll s Skin z which makes many of Opinion he had been long trou- 
bled with a Pain in the Kidneys. Over all this be clappd on a long Cloke of good Ruſſet- 
Cloth: But firſt of all he waſb'd his Head and Face in five Ketlle-fulls of Water, if not 


in ſix, for as to the exat} Number there is ſome Diſpute, * Redundancy ſimple and fa- 


: cetious! Veriſimilituds admirable and unprecedented ! Well therefore might Cervantes 
| ſay as he does, (/) All Perſons that love to read Hiſtories of the Nature of this, muſt 


certainly be very much oblig'd to Cid Hamet, the original Author, who bas taken ſuch 


care in delivering every minute Parlicular, diſtinly, entire, without concealing the leaſt . 
Circumſtances that might, if omitted, have obſeur'd the Light and Truth of the Story. He 
| draws lively Piftures of the Thoughts, diſcovers the Imaginations, ſatisfies Curioſity in Se- 


crets, clears Doubts, reſolves Arguments, and in fhort, makes manifeſt the leaſt Atoms of 


the Fes ROE D gr e!O 9 famous Author ! O n., Don Quixote! O To 


„% Te nowned 


il. Ph 9. (% Ibid. ch. Te, 0 nid ob WY (f) Part IL. 405 18. 1 Nimiedad 15 


; the 0 25 the Author uſes, which I [ups »oſe he coin'd bimſelf frin the Latin Nimictas, as that cemes 


45 Nimius, too much. He M2 ans Redundaney, Ove: mu, n if Jou will, (2) Part II. 
69. 40. ; | ; | 


20 : Te L I F E of 
nouned Dulcinea 0 abe Sancho Panza! jointly and ſrverally may you live and con- 
 tinue to the lateſt Poſterity, for the general Delight and Recreation of Mankind! 


47. Cervantes makes the Author of this Hiſtory to be an Arabian, alluding thereby 


to what is believ'd by many, that the Arabian, firſt infected the Spaniards with the 
Itch of Romance-making It is certain Ariſtotle, (b) Cornutus, and Priſcian (i) take notice 
of the Lybian Fables; Lucian adds (t) that among the Arabians there were Men 
' whoſe Buſineſs it was to expound Fables. Locman who in Mahomet's Alcoran is ſo 
highly praig'd, is generally, and with good reaſon, believ'd to be Aſop the famous 
Fabuliſt, Thomas Erpenius was the firſt that tranſlated his Fables into Latin, Anno 
1625. It is very certain, the Fables of AÆſop are adapted to the Genius of ey 


Nation. And yet, thoſe which are in Greek are not the ſame which A ſop wrote. 


Phedrus, who tranſlated them into Latin, confeſſes his interpolating them. (1) I have 


them in Spaniſh, printed at Seville by ohn Cronberger, Anno 1533, with Interpolati- | 


ons and ſtrange Additions, No wonder then the Arabians fitted them to their own 
Taſte, And what greater Fable can there be than Mahomet's Alcoran ? It is written 


in the manner of a Novel, that it might be the eaſier learn'd and the better remem- 


ber'd, The Lives of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, which are handed about 
in Writing among the Mabometans are ſtuff d with Fables. Some of their Philoſophers 
who took upon 'em to unfold the myſterious Dreams of the Mahometan Doctrine, have 
made entire Books in the nature of Novels. Of this kind is the Hiſtory of Hayo, the 
Son Yocdan, of whom ſuch prodigious Fictions and monſtrous Stories are related b 


7 
Avicena, Leo Africanus and Louis del Marmol teſtify, as Eye-witneſſes, that the Ara- 
bians are ſo fond of Novels, that they celebrate the Atchievements of their Bubalul 
both in Proſe and Verſe, as our Europeans have done thoſe of Rinaldo of Montalban 


and Orlando Furioſo, And, without going out of Spain, thoſe we call Cuentos de Viejas 


(Old Wives Tales) are certain ſhort Novels made up of Enchantments and horrible 


Apparitions to frighten Children, and are manifeſtly of the Growth of Arabia. 


48. In proof of this we may likewiſe add, that the firſt Books of Chivalry _ 
 Knight-Errantry were wrote in Spain at the time when the Arabians dwelt there. And 


therefore I can't help thinking Lope de Vega forgot himſelf, when he ſaid: 


were gotten by Heart, and repeated memoriter: And I dow! remember they were ever com- 


milted to Writing. But they were certainly committed to Writing, and Lobe muſt have 
met with them in thoſe ſame Books of Chivalry; but did not well recollect dem, per- 


Tho' I don't deny 
that there are many ſuch Tales at this day which are not written, but pals” om one 


| haps becauſe thoſe he had heard repeated, might not be the ſame. 


idle Perſon to another by Tradition only. 


49. Well; we have a Manchegan and . for the Author of this Hiſtory written 
in Arabick. Cervantes to this adds, following the thread of his Fiction, that he got it _ 
tranſlated out of Arabick into Spaniſ by a Moor that was Maſter of the Spaniſh : In re- 
ference to which, he brings in the Bachelor Sampſon Carraſco, ſpeaking thus to 1 
- bane : Bt 2 the 8 Cid Hamet {Pong be, for e the World with the | 


Hiſtory 
(n) In 


00 1s Rhetoricis. a1 In Prrexercitamentis. © In Vacrobis, a [oitio Lib, 2 
the Dedication F bis 7 Novel. © 1 985 | 


(n) They 
ud to call Novels by the Name ef Cuentos : He goes on: Theſe Cuentos, or Tales, 


ARES 
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Hi ry of your mighty Deeds (n) ; and more than bleſt, that (o) curious Virtuoſo, who took 
care to have it tranſlated out of the Arabick into our you Tongue, for the Res 
Entertainment of Mankind ! 

50. And in order to let it be known that the Tranſlator likewiſe made his Remarks, | 
Cervantes, as a Voucher for him, adds in a fort of Parentheſis [The Tranſlator of this 
' Hiſtory when he came to this fifth Chapter ſays, that he holds the ſaid Chapter for Apo- 


crypbal, becauſe Sancho Panza talks in a different ſort of Slile, and uſes another Mode of 


Locution than what might be expetted from one of his mean Paris; and utters ſuch ſubtil 
Reflexions and Aphoriſms, that be the ſaid Tranſlator thinks it impoſſible for him to know 
any thing of ſuch high Matters: But yet he wou'd not omit them, as thinking it bis Duty 
to give his whole Author, and not to leave any thing untranſlated that he found in the 
Original. (y)] A good Leſſon for ſuch Tranſlators as do not know that their Buſi- 
neſs is like that of Pourtrait-Painters, who deviate from their Duty, if they draw a Picture 
more perfect than the Original: I mean only as to the Subject-matter of the Piece: For 
as to the Stile, every one is to uſe his own Colours, and thoſe ought to be ſuited to 
the intended Repreſentation. This being ſo, I know not how to excuſe Cerwantes, 
who, in another place, makes his Tranſlator deficient in his wonted Exactneſs, by ſay- 
ing: (3) Here the Author inſerts a long Deſcription of every Particular in Don Diego's 
Houſe, giving us an Inventory of all the Goods and Chattels, and every Circumflance pe- 
culiar to the Houſe of a rich Country Gentleman: But the Tranſlator preſum'd that it 

4avor?d be better to omit theſe little Things, and ſuch like inſignificant Matters, being foreign 
to the main Subjeft of this Hi N05. which ought to be more grounded on material Truth, than 
cold and infi pid Digreſſions. Suppoſe we ſhould ſay, that what is a Reprehenſion of the 
Tranſlator, is a tacit Commendation of the Punctuality and Exactneſs of Cervantes? 
Or that he meant thereby to reprove the tedious Prolixity of many Writers, who di- 
greſs from their main Point and principal Subject, and dwell upon Deſcriptions of 
Palaces and the like? Both the one and the other is poſſible, Certain it is, that The 
Novel of true and perfect Love, aſcrib'd to Athenagoras, gives a Diſguſt by the frequent 
- Deſcriptions of Palaces, built with ſuch ſuper-abundant Art, and that Vitruvian too, 


that it is apparent he who made thoſe Deſcriptions cou'd not conceal his being an Ar- 8 
chitect, ſince he draws the Palaces like an Artiſt, not a Noveliſt. From whence the 
very judicious Huectius inferr'd, that the Author of the above Novel was not Athana- 


goras, as was ſuppos'd, but William Philander, the noted Explainer and Tlluſtrator of 
Marcus Vitruvius ; and that his aim in that Work was to flatter the Genius of his 
great Patron Cardinal Gregorio Armagnac, who was paſſionately fond of Architects, and 


a mighty Favourer of that Profeſſion, Neither was it poſſible for Athenagoras to paint 


ſo to the Life, as he does, the Cuſtoms of the  Moderns. And it was no difficult 
—» thing to perſuade Fumeus, the Publiſher of the Novel, that the original Greek which 


Vas ſhew'd him, was genuine; but he ought to have made a Cloſer Examination of 
tit, that we might not look upon his Tranſlation to be ſuppoſititious likewiſe. Fumeus 
aàcted a far different Part from thoſe who when they publiſh any Books, which they 


know to be falſe, make great Ado and exert themſelves to the utmoſt to induce a Be- 


| licf of their N genuine, 1 that they drew them from yl: ancient Manu- 


ſcripts, 
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ſcripts, written in a hand ſcarcely legible 104 much defaced = Time and the Worms; 
and that they were found in this or that Library (where no- body ever faw 'em) and 


that they acquir'd them by means of a certain Perſon not now living. Theſe, and the 


like Artifices are what deceive your ordinary Readers; and ſo too does Cervantes, 


when he would make us believe that the Author of this Work was an Arabian Hiſto- 


riographer, born in La Mancha; and the Tranſlator a Maoriſßh᷑ Rabbi, and the Con- 
tinuation of the Hiſtory, by great Good- luck found and purchay'd of a young Lad 


that was offering to ſell a Parcel of old written Papers to a Groom in a Shop on the 


* Alcana'at Toledo. But at the time when Cervantes ſaid this, there was a ſtrong Be- 


lief current among the credulous Populace that one in Toledo had an univerſal Hiſtory, 
v herein every Body found whatever they ſought for or deſir d. The Author of it was 


ſuppos'd to be a very ſerious grave Perſon. And accordingly that Hiſtory which 


treated of all Things, and a great deal more; that is, more than they deſir'd who 5 
ask'd any thing of him whom they ſuppos'd to be the Treaſurer of the Eccleſiaſtical 


Erudition, I ſay, that Hiſtory was a Fable pregnant with many Fables, which very 


properly might be call'd in French a Romance, and in good Spaniſh, Cuento de Cuentos, 
a Tale of Tales: Which were fo well receiv'd that there came out divers Continuations 
of them, no leſs applauded than thoſe of Amadis de Gaul, and what is much worſe, 
more read, and more credited, and as yet not baniſh'd, the Almighty reſerving the 
Glory of that for one on whom he ſhowd vouchſaſe to beſtow ſuch Efficacy and 
Ingenuity, not only to attack but conquer both the Great-Vulgar and the Small of a 
whole Nation. But this is not a Subject Proper to this Place : And thereſore 1 mall 


poſtpone it till another Occaſion offers. 


51. Laſtly, Cervantes, that he may not be guilty of what he reproves in other Wi ; 


ters of Books of Chivalry, and remembring the End he had propos'd to himſelf, 


of rendring ſuch Fictions ridiculous and contemptible, makes Don Quixcte, who 
like a Mad-man was brought home in a Cart, ſhut up as in a Cage, ſoon after reco- 
ver his Senſes, and frankly and Chriſtian-like confeſs that all his Actions had been 
thoſe of a Mad-man, and the Effects of a diſtemper'd Brain, and that he did them 
cut of a Deſire to imitate the Knights-Errant, a Species of Mortals purely imaginary. 
' 52, By what has been ſaid, the Reader may ſee how admirable the Invention of this 
great Work is. The Di/peſition of it is no leſs fo; ſince the Images of the Perſons 
| treated of hold a due Proportion, and each fills the Place that belongs to him. The In- 


cidents are ſo artfully knit together, that they call upon one another, and all of them ſuſ- 


pend the Attention in ſo delightful a manner, that _ remains to  Gatisfy the Mind 
but the Event, which is equally delightful, _ - 
52. As for the Stile; wou'd to God the Stile now in ufe on more Hows Occa- | 
Gens were as good as our Author's! In it, we ſee well diſtinguiſh'd and appropriated the 
different Kinds of ſpeaking. Cervantes only makes uſe of old Words to repreſent old 
Things the better. He introduces very few foreign Words, and never without an W. 
ſolute Neceſſity, He has made it appear that the Spaniſh Tongue has no need to go 
a begging to Strangers for Words to explain its meaning. In fine, Cervantes's Stile 


in | this H 1s TORY or Dow Q IXOTE is Pure, natural, well- Placed, ſwect, and 


* The Exchange. VPP eee, 


ſo 


ls 
> ; 


3 


ſpect 
Second Part of Don Quixote to the Conde de Lemos, with an inimitable Facetiouſneſy 
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fo correct, that there are very few Spaniſh Writers to compare with him in that re- 
. Well fatisfy'd of this was Cervantes himſelf, ſince in his Dedication of the 


with which he knew how to cover his own Praiſes, he ſays thus to him: When, a 

*« few days ago, I ſent to your Excellency my Plays, printed before they were acted, 
if I don't forget, I ſaid, that Don Quixote had his Spurs on to go and kiſs your 
«« Excellency's Hands and now I can ſay he is not only be-ſpurr'd, but has actually 
begun his Journey to you, and if he reaches you, I fancy I ſhall have done your 
% Excellency ſome Service: For I am mightily preſs'd by divers and ſundry Perſons 
& to ſend him to you, in order to remove that Nauſeouſneſs and Loathing caus'd by 


* another Don Quixote, who, under the Name of a Second Part, has diſguis'd him- 


« ſelf, and rambles about in a ſtrange manner. Now he that has ſhewn himſelf moſt 


« defirous of ſeeing my Don Nuixole, is the Great Emperor of China, for about a . 
Month ago, he ſent me a Letter in the Chineſe Tongue, by a ſpecial Meſſenger, de- 


« ſiring me, or to ſpeak better, ſupplicating me, to ſend Don Quixote to him; be- 


©< cauſe he was upon building and endowing a College for the learning and aching 
of the Spaniſh Tongue, and that the Book us'd for that Purpoſe, ſhould be the 
_ «« Hiſtory of Don Quixote. Together with this he writ me Word that I ſhould be 
at the Head or Rector of the College. I ask'd the Bearer, if his Majeſty had ſent 


« me any Thing towards defraying my Charges. He made Anſwer, He had no Thought 


of it. Why then, Friend, faid I to him, you may &en return to your Ching again the | 
. «« ſame way you came, or which way you pleaſe and when you pleaſe : For I am not in 
a State of Health to undertake ſuch a long Journey. Beſides, I am not only very 
« weak in Body but more in Purſe ; and ſo I'm the Emperor's moſt humble Ser- 


«« vant: In ſhort, Emperor for Emperor, and Monarch for Monarch, to take one with 
« t'other, and ſet the Hare's Head againſt the Gooſe-Giblets ; there is the noble 


Conde de Lemos at Naples, who without any of your Head - ſhips or Rector-ſhips of. 


Colleges, ſupports me, protects me, and ſhews me more Fayour than I cou'd with 


or defire. With this 1 diſmiſt him, and with this | take my Leave of, Sc. : 


Madrid, ult. Ofteber, 1615. 
. Having thus examin'd the perſcction of this Work by Parts; ; And ikewls ſen 


8 the — Diſtribution, and Coherence of all the Parts one with another; it may be 
eaſily imagin'd how well ſuch a complete Performance muſt be - receiv'd, But as it 
came abroad in two ſeparate Volumes, and at different times, 'tis fit we ſee how they were 


receiv'd, what Cenſures they actually underwent, and what they really do deſerve. 
55. The firſt Part was publiſh'd at Madrid, printed by John de la Cueſta, Anno 1605. 


mi Quarto, dedicated to the Duke of Bejar : Upon whoſe Protection Cervantes con- 
gratulates himſelf 1 in certain Verſes written by Urgands the n., preſix d to the 


es 
56. One of the beſt Proofs of the Celebrity of any Book, is the PIER X Sale of it, 


and the Call that is for it, which was ſuch that before Cervantes publiſh'd the Second 


Part, he ſays, by the Canal of Sampſon Carraſeo: (r) I do not in the leaſt doubt but at this 


Dey there have my been Tubliſo d alrut T7 welve 7 bouſand Oe 7 it. Portugal, __ 
- cclona, 


OG) Part II. : . 


24 „ö of . 
celona, and Valencia, where they have been printed, can witneſs this, if there were Ones 
fron. Ti, ſaid, that it is alſo now in the Preſs at Antwerp. And I verily believe there's 
ſcarce a Language into which it is not tranſlated, or will be tranſlated. It fell out accord- 
| dingy ; 3 ſo that an Account only of the ſeveral Tranſlations of it wou'd make no ſmall 
Book it ſelf, In another place he introduces Don Quixote, exaggerating the Number 
of the printed Books of his Hiſtory, thus, (s) I have merited the Honour of the Preſs in 
almoſt all the Nations of the World. Thirty Thouſand Volumes of my Hiſtory have been 
printed already, and Thirty Thouſand Millions more are like to be printed, if Heaven pre- 
went not, In another place the Dutcheſs (whoſe Territories, as yet, no Man has been 
able to find out) ſpeaking of the Hiſtory of Don Quixote, ſays, It was lately publiſtd 
with the univerſal Applauſe of all Mankind, Much better has the Bachelor Sampſon 
Carraſco deliver'd himſelf concerning this Hiſtory, ſpeaking of it to Don Quixote him 
ſelf: (1) In it, ſays he, every thing is ſo plain, there's not the leaſt Iota but what any 
one may underſtand. Children handle it, Youngſters read it, Men underſtand it, and old 
People applaud it. In fhort, it is univerſally ſo thumb'd, fo glean'd, ſo ſtudied, and ſo 
known, that if the People do but ſee a lean Horſe, they preſently cry, There goes Rozi- 
nante, But none apply themſelves to the reading of it more than your Pages: There's ne'er 
@ Nobleman's Anti-chamber where you ſhan't find a Don Quixote. No ſconer has one 
laid it down, but another takes it up. One asks for it here, and there lis ſnatch'd up by 
another. In a word, *tis efleem'd the moſt pleaſant and leaſt dangerous Diverſion that 


ever was ſeen, as being a Book that does not belray the leaſt indecent Expreſſion, nor ſo 
much as a profane Thought, Much reaſon therefore had Sancho Panza to make this 


Prophecy: (u) PI lay you a Mager, quoth Sancho, that before we be much older, there will 
not be an Inn, a Hedge-Tavern, a blind Vitlualling-Houſe, nor a Barber*s-Shop in the 
| Country, but what will have the Story of our Lives and Deeds paſted and painted along 
the Walls. Accordingly we have ſcen this come to paſs, and much more; for not 
only in Taverns, and private Houſes are the Books of Don Quixote to be found, but 
in the choiceſt Libraries, whoſe Owners are proud of having the firſt Editions of it. 
The moſt eminent Painters, Tapeſtry-makers, Engravers and Sculptors are employ'd 
in repreſenting his Hiſtory, to adorn, With its Figures, the Houſes and Palaces of no- 
ble Lords and great Princes. Cervantes, even in his Life- time, obtain'd the Glory of 
having his Work receive the Royal Approbation. As King Philip III. was ſtanding 
in a Balcony of his Palace at Madrid, and viewing the Country, he obſery'd a Stu- 
dent on the Margin of the River Manzanares reading in a Book, and from time to 
time breaking off and knocking his Forehead with the Palms of his Hands, with ex- 
| traordinary Tokens of Pleaſure and Delight, upon which the King ſaid to thoſe about 
him: That Scholar is either mad, or reading the Hiſtory of Don Quixote. The King 
was preſently made acquainted by the Courtiers, that That was really the Book he was 
reading : For Courtiers are very forward to recommend themſelves to their Maſter's 
Favour, by taking all Opportunities of flattering his Judgment in thirgs of little 
* Concern, But none of them all would ſolicite a moderate Penſion for Cervantes to 
| keep him from ſtarving! And therefore I don't know well how to take that Parable - 


1 of the e of China. It is certain, Vane, while he liv'd, Was very much ob- 


lig'd 
| | (4) Did, 6 165 . (t) Part 11, 8 155 "Es 11. , 71. 
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lig'd to Foreigners, and but very little to Spaniards, The former prais'd and honour- 
ed him without Meaſure. The latter not only made no account of him, b e = 
him, nay abus'd him with Satire and Invective both publick and Private, 5 85 
; That this Truth may not be left to the Reader's Courteſy to believe as much or bn 
as little of it as he pleaſes, let us produce our Vouchers, The Licenciate Marquez Torres 
in the Approbation ſign'd by him, and prefix'd to the Second Part of the Hiſtry of 
Don Quixote, after a moſt juſt Cenſure of the bad Books of his Time, has theſe Words: 
40 Very different Sentiments have been entertain'd of Michael de Cervantes's Writings, 
as well by our own Nation, as Strangers ; ; for the latter croud to ſee, as they wou'd 
e a Miracle, the Author of Books which Spain, France, Italy, Germany, and Flan- 
« ders have receiv'd with general Applauſe, as well on account of their Decorum, 
« Propriety and Decency, as the Sweetneſs and Agreeableneſs of the Language, I 
« do, with truth, hereby certify, that on the Twenty-fifth Day of February of this 
_- « preſent Year 161 5, the moſt illuſtrious Lord Bernardo de Sandoval & Roxas, Car- 
4 (inal, Archbiſhop of Toledo, receiving a viſit paid him by the Embaſſador of 
„ France, ſeveral French Gentlemen who accompany'd the Embaſſador, no leſs cour- 
& teous than learned and lovers of polite Literature, came to me and other Chaplains 
« of my Lord Cardinal, deſiring to know what Books of Wit and Ingenuity were 
„ moſt in vogue: And happening to touch upon that which I had before me to exa- 
% mine, they no ſooner heard the Name of Michael de Cervantes, but they began to 
&« ask a great many Queſtions, magnifying the Eſteem which not only France bur 
& the neighbouring Kingdoms had for his Works, THE GALATE A, which ſome 
of them had almoſt by heart, THe FIRST Parr of this Hiſtory, and Tug | 
« NovELs. Their Exaggerations and Raptures were ſo great that I offer'd to carry 
them to ſee the Author of thoſe Pieces. I hey ſaid, If I wou'd give my ſelf that 
Trouble, they ſhou'd be infinitely oblig'd to me. Then they ask'd me very mi- 1 
& nutely concerning his Age, his Profeſſion, Quality and Quantity. I found my ſelf „ | 
„ oblig'd to ſay, that he was Old, a Soldier, a Gentleman, and Poor. To which _ „„ 1 
one of them anſwer'd in theſe very words, Why does not Spain heap Riches upon . 
4 ſuch a Man? Why is he not maintain'd out of the publick Revenue? Another. of 
0 the Gentlemen ſtruck in here, and ſaid with a great deal of Sharpneſs, if Neceſſity 
. obliges him to write, I pray God he may never know what it is to be otherwiſe 
<« than neceſſitous, to the end that he, being poor, may make the World rich with . 1 15 - 
« his Works. I fancy ſomebody will cenſure this Cenſure, and ſay *tis not only a lille BY 
« of the longeſt, but likewiſe favours of Flattery, but the Truth of what I but briefly 
« relate, ought to remove the Critick's Suſpicions, as it does my own Fears of being 
thought guilty of Adulation, Beſides, now-a-days no Body is flatter'd that wants 
the Wherewithal to oil the Flatterer's 8 Who * to be rewarded i in carn- 
„ eſt for the Falſities he utters in jeſt, | 
The Reader will think that he who faid all this was the 1 Range Ar 
5 quex Torres; no ſuch Matter: It was Michael Cervantes Saavedra's own ſelf: For 
=. that Licentiate's Stile is altogether Metaphorical, Aﬀected, and Pedantic, witneſs the 
=_ Conſolatory Diſcourſes be wrote io the Duke of Uceda on the Death of his Son: Whereas 
the Stile of the above Approbation is pure, natural, and courty 4 3 andſo wholly like Cer- 


bs „ Vanity, 
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The LIFE of 


Cans, that there's not a word in it different from his way of writing, The Licen- 


ciate was one of the Cardinal's Chaplains and Maſter of the Pages; and (x) Cervantes 


was greatly favour'd by his Eminence: So there's no doubt of their being 1 intimate 
Friends and Acquaintance, 


58, This Friendſhip being ſuppos'd, it was not much h for Cervantes to take ſuch a 


liberty, Let therefore the Licenciate Torres be fatisfy'd with Cervantes's making him a 


dharer in the Glory of his Stile: And let us fee what reaſon Cervantes had for ſpeaking, 
as they ſay, by the Mouth of a Gooſe, He had no other Deſign but to ſet forth an Idea 


of his Work, the Eſteem, It and its Author were held in Abroad, and the Neglect 
and Diſregard he met with at Home, 


59. Having given an Account of the Entertainment our Author and his Work met 


with both in Hain and in foreign Countries, we will now ſee what End he tells us he 
propos'd to himſelf in writing it: And this he intimates to us two ways, poſitively and 
negatively, by telling us, How it is written, and how it is not written: All which 


is contain'd in the above Approbation (or Cenſure) of this Second Part equal in every 


reſpect to the Firſt, conſidering the Difficulty there is in carrying on a Fiction, al- 
ready ſo perfect, as to be reckon'd happily finiſh'd and completed. 7 do not find in it 


(cays the above Cenſor) any thing unbecoming a zealous Chriſtian, or contrary to the Re- 
ell due to moral Virtues aud the Excellence of a good Examplt : Rather, much Erudition 


and uſeful Inſtruttion, for the extirpating the vain romantic Books of Cirvalry, the Conta- 


gion whereof was ſpread beyond all Bounds; as likewiſe for the improving and poliſhing the 


- | Spaniſh Tomue, as not being adulterated with a fulſom fludied Afettation (jo juſtly abhor- 


red by all Men of Senſe): Then, as for what concerns the Correttion of Vice in general, 


the Author is not ſparing of Reproofs and very ſharp ones too: But*when he deſcends to 


Particulars, he is ſo obſervant of the Laws of Chriſtian Neprebenſi on that the very Patient 


 bimſelf who is to ſuffer the Operation, or take tas Phyſick which is to cure his Infirmities, 
till be delighted rather than diſguſted, with the method our Author takes 10 bring him 10 


a Deleſtation of the Vices and Diſtempers he labours under, There have been many, who not 


' knowing how to temper and mix the Utile with the Dulce, the profitable with the plea- 
ſant, have ſeen all their Labour loſt and come to nothing ; for, not being able to imilate 
Diogenes as a Philoſopher and Scholar, they boldly (not to ſay impudently and blindly) Pre- 

tend i imitate him as a Cynick, giving themſelves up to a Licentiouſneſs of flandering and 
being ſeurrilous ; inventing Caſes which never happen d, to ſhew how capable they are by their 


bitter Rebukes to cure Vice; ibo perhaps at the ſame time they point out Paths to follow it 


till then unknown ; and ſo become, if not Correttors, at leaſt Maſlers, of it. They nate 
themſelves odious to Men of Underſtanding; with the Populace they loſe their Credit (if 

| they had any) neceſſary for gelling their Writings admitted among them ; and the Vice. 

_ which they raſhly and indiſcreetly go about to corrett, remain in a far worſe Condition than 
they were in before : For not all Impoſthumes indi iſcriminately are at the ſame time diſos'd 
for admitting Recipes and Cauteries : Some Conſtitutions require mild and gentle Medicines, 


by which a caulious and learned Phyfician will di euſs and reſolve the Ailment, which is 


oftentimes belter than to apply the Steel and Fire to it. A Cenſure, certainly worthy of © 


Man of Cervantes's found Judgment and Moderation of Mind. 


(x) Fe : Pro is Part Il 7 Don Quixote. 
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60. Gn different were thoſe made againſt him by his Adverſaries, ſuffering them- 
ſelves to be hurry'd away by the Perverſeneſs of a bad Mind, and an Itch of Slander 


and Abuſe: but yet of ſuch a Sort, that he himſelf, againſt whom they were levell'd, 
took a Pride in relating them, For thus he tells us in His Voyage to Parnaſſus. 
| When I was at Valladolid, a Letter was brought to my Houſe, charg*d a Real (Sixpence) 


Carriage: A Niece of mine took it in and paid the Carriage, which ſhe ſhould not have 


done; but ſhe gave for an Excuſe, That ſhe had often heard me ſay, In three Things one's 
Money is well laid out: In beſtowing Alms, in paying a good Phyſician, and in Carriage 
of Letters, whether they come from Friends or Enemies; for Letters of Friends adviſe us 

for our Good, and thoſe of Enemies may ſerve to put us upon our Guard againſt Evil. Sbe 


gave me the Letter, in which was incloſed a wretched Sonnet, without any Spirit or the leaſt 


Tinfture of Wit, but full of Abuſe againſt Don Quixote, but that gave me no Coucern; 


what vext me <was the Sixpence, and from that Day Oey F reſold to take i in no Let- 


ters, withont Carriage paid. 


61. More nettled was Cervantes at another Enemy of his Don Quixote, for he de- 


ſcribed him ſo to the Life, that one may eaſily perceive how highly he was provoked. 
All that's known of this Perſon is, that he was a Monk ; but not what Monk, or of 
what Order; and ſo we may Cen give a Copy of his Picture here: (Y) The Duke 


and Dutcheſs came as far as the Door of the Hall to receive him (Don Quixote) and with 


them a grave Clergyman, one of thoſe that aſſume to govern Great Mens Houſes, and who, 
not being nobly born themſelves, don't know how 10 inflruft thoſe that are, but would ave 
the Liberality of the Great meaſured by the Narrowneſs of their own Souls, making thoſe 

Tobom they govern ſtingy, when they pretend to teach em Frugality. One of theſe in all 


likelihood was this grave Eccleſiaſtick, abo came with the Duke io receive Don Quixote, 


The Reception of Don Quixote by the Monk, and his ſnappiſh ſhocking Carriage to- 
. wards him, will be ſeen at full in the Book it ſelf. And fo leaving the Cenſures which 
are occult and ſecret, we will now ſpeak of thoſe which were open and barefaced. 55 

652. The firſt Part of the Hiſtory of Don Quixote being publiſh'd, as we ſaid, and 
fo well receiv'd, and fo often printed and reprinted, there was not wanting in Spain 


a Perſon that out of Envy to Cervanits's Reputation, and Covetouneſs to make a Gain 
of his Books, preſumptuouſly took upon him to write and publiſh a Continuation of 


this inimitable Hiſtory,- even in the Author's Life-time, and while he was n © 


his Second Part for the Preſs. The Title he gave his Book was this: 


-- BY. M he Second Volume of the Ingenious Gentleman Don Quixote de la Mancha, con- 
taining bis Third Sally: composd by the Licentiate Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda, 4 

Native of Tordeſillas. Inſcribd to the Alcalde (Bayliff) Regidores (Aldermen) vt 

| Gentlemen of the noble Town of Argamelilla, the happy Country of Don Quixote de la 


Mancha Knight and Gentleman, With Licenſe 5 in "NO at the nau: Of ice 
of Philip Roberto, Ano 1614. In g vo. 


„ Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda was neither the true Mans of the Author of this : 
Work, nor was he a Native of Tordeſillas, a noted Town of 01d Caſtile; but an Arra- 

5 Zonian 3 ſince Cervantes, whom we muſt ſuppoſe to be well inform'd, calls him fo on. 

1 1 various Occaſions. In one he calls this Continuation (Z, ) 7 Le Hi tory which the Arra- 


d 2 | | -__ gonian 
00 Part Il <.:31, * | Gentlamen are called Nell in 1 Spain, = ) Part. I. ch. 61. 


28 1 „„ .:- . 
gonian lately publiſd, In another, he ſays of it (a) It is the Second Part of the Hiſtory 
of Don Quixote; not that which was compos'd by Cid Hamet, the Author of the Firſt, 
but by a certain Arragonian, who profeſſes himſelf a Native of Tordeſillas. And tho' 
Cervantes in another Place calls him Autor Tordilleſco; it was only in Compliance with 
the Fiction of his ſuppos'd Country, and perhaps to ridicule him by a witty equivo- 
cating Alluſion to the Words Rocin Tordillo, (which is Spaniſh for a Flea-bitten Jade 
of a Ilſe): as if he had ſaid, Autor Arrocinado. Upon the Suppoſition therefore 
that the Work was written in Torde/illas, and printed in Tarragona, as is declar'd b 
the Approbation to the Book, and the Licenſe for printing it: we ſhall eaſily under- 


ſtand Cervantes Words in the Beginning of his very ingenious Preface to his Second 


Part, alluding to the Fiction of the Country, and the Reality of its being printed in 
Tarragona. He ſays: Bleſs me! Reader, gentle or ſimple, whoever you be, how impa- 
tiently by this time muſt you expert this Preface, ſuppoſing it to be nothing but revengeful 


Jnvetlives againſt the Author of the Second Don Quixote: But I muſt beg your Pardon; 
or I ſhall ſay no more of him than every body ſays, That Tordeſillas is the Place where 


he was Begotten, and Tarragona the Place where he was Born; and though it be univer- 


ally ſaid, that even a Worm when trod upon will turn again, yet Pm reſolv'd for once io 


croſi the Proverb, You perhaps now would have me call him Coxcomb, Fool and Madman 
but Im of another Mind,; and ſo let his Folly be its own Puniſhment, And a little farther : 
Methinks, Reader, I hear you blame me for ſhewing ſo little Reſentment, and uſing him (6 
gently; but pray conſider, 'tis not good to bear too hard upon a Man that is ſo over modeſt 

and ſo much in Affliftion : For certainly this Noble Perſons Afſlittion muſt be very Grand, 

| fince he dare not appear in the open Field and in the Face of the Sun, but conceals his Name, 
and counterfeits his Country, as if be bad been guilty of High-Treaſon. Theſe Words 


Noble Perſon and Grand, are to me myſterious, I confeſs: but, waving that, I am per- 
ſuaded, that Cervantes's Enemy was very powerful, ſince an Author and a Soldier, 


bold and dextrous both at his Pen and Sword, did not dare to name him. Unleſs 


upon ſecond Thoughts he was ſo vile and deſpicable a Fellow, that Cervantes did not : 
care the World ſhould know his Name, and the Wretch thereby become famous tho? 


for Infamy. 


65. Don Nicolas Antonio was of Opinion this Author had not a Genius for conti- 


nuing ſuch a Work. That's but a ſmall matter. He had neither a Genius nor Inge- 
nuity for ſo difficult an Undertaking, He had no Genius, for that ſuppoſes Inge- 
nuity or Wit; ſince as was ſaid by the Dutcheſs who honour'd Don Quinote ſo highly, 
() Merry Conceits are not the Offspring of a dull Brain: And ſuch was that of the Arragoniau 
Author whoſe Legend is unworthy of any Reader that values either his Reputation or 


his Time. For to write with Beauty, requires bright Parts, and a ſound Judgment, which 


our Arragonian was an utter Stranger to. He could not ſo much as invent with any Ap- 


pearance of Veriſimilitude. Having ventur'd upon continuing the Hiſtory of Don 


Quixote, he ought to have imitated the Characters of the Perſons whom Cervantes has 
 feigned, and preſerv*d Decorum, which is the greateſt Perfection of Art, Laſtly, his 
Learning is Pedantick, and his Stile full of Impropricties, Soleciſms, and Barbariſms, 


harſh, uncouth and unpleaſant: and in fine, every way deſcrving the Contempt it has 
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met with for it has been put to the vileſt Uſes, and nothing but its being ſcarce 


cou'd make it of any Eſtimation. Inſomuch that having been reprinted at Madrid 


in 1614, now (viz. in 1732) 118 Years ago, no Man of Senſe or Taſte has valu'd 
it any other than as waſte Paper. In 1704 was printed at Paris a Book call'd a 


Tranſlation of this Work in the French Tongue: But the Diſpoſition and Order is al- 


ter'd, many things left out, and many more added; and theſe. have Indeed brought 
ſome little ſhare of Credit to its firſt Author. | 


66. He cou'd conceal his Name, but not his Malice, nor his Avarice ; having had 


the Inſolence, in his Preface, to expreſs himſelf in theſe Terms: Here is continued the 


Hiſtory of Don Quixote de la Mancha with the ſame Authority with which Michael de 
Cervantes Saavedra began it, together with a Copy of authentic Relations, which came to 


his Hand (I ſay Hand, not Hands, ſince he himſelf owns he has but one, and ſecing he 


ſpeaks ſo much of all other People, ave have this to ſay of him, that as a Soldier and an 
old Man for Age, but a Boy for Briskneſs, he has more Tongue than Hands): But I 


leave him to his Complaints of my taking the Bread out of his Mouth by this Second Part. 
Not to inſiſt upon the Ungrammaticalneſs (in Spaniſh) of this whole Period, for 
which a School-boy wou'd be ſoundly whip'd: Let us hear another of his Reprehen- 


ſions, and that is, concerning the inculpable Old- age of Cervantes, his Condition, Po- 
verty and Perſecutions ; and I muſt beg the Reader's Patience in ſuffering the ſenſeleſs 
impertinent Bibble-babble of a ridiculous Pedant, for he cou'd be no other to ſay as he 
does: Michael de Cervantes is already as old as the Caſtle of San Cervantes, and {6 
Pee viſb with Age that he is offended at every Thing and with every Body, and thereby be- 
come ſo deſtitute of Friends, that when he wou'd adorn his Books with Commendatory Son- 
nets, he was forced (as he ſays) to write em himſelf and father em on Preſter John of 
the Indies, or on the Emperor of Trapiſond, becauſe, maybap, be cou'd not find a Man of 
any Note in Spain, but wou'd be affronted at bis taking bis Name in his Mouth. Cod 
grant that he may find an Aſylum in the Church, Let him reſt ſatiqhd with his 8 A 
LATEA and his Com EDIES in Proſe, and not trouble us with any more of his 
NoveLs. Sf. Thomas teaches that Envy is an Uneaſineſs at another's Man's Hap- 
Fine. A Dodtrine which he took from $t. John Damaſcenus. The Of 5pring of this 
Vice St. Gregory tells us, are Surmiſ ings, Whiſperings, Detraflion of ones Neighbour, Re- 
joycings at his Mi fortunes, Sorrowings for his Good-fortune : Well therefore is this Sin 
called Invidia à non videndo, quia Invidus non poteſt videre bona aliorum : All which 


Effetts are as Infernal as their Cauſe, and direfly contrary to thoſe of Chriflian Charity, 


of which St. Paul Jays, I Corinth, xiii. Charitas patiens eſt, benigna eſt, non æmula- 
tur, non agit perperam : non inflatur, non eſt ambitioſa, congaudet Veritati, &c. 


But the Diſmalneſs of his Firſt Part is imputed to its being writ within the Walls of 'a 


Priſon : And therefore it cou'd not but be Unpleaſant, CORE, Inpatient, Harſh and 


Auerulous, as People in a Priſon are apt to be. 


67. If we ſhou'd ask this Man what cou'd move him to > uſe ſuch inſulting n 5 

8 Expreſſions; we ſhall find throughout his whole Preface no other Cauſe but that he 5 
and Lop# de Vega were cenſur'd in the Hiſtory of Don Quixote. His Words are theſe: 
te will at leaſt allow we have both of us one and the ſame na i in ae, which is to ba- 


niſ e. 
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niſh and 47 roy the pernicious Books of Knight-Errantry, ſo much ſought * by the Iens- 
rant and the Idle. We differ indeed in the Means; for the Courſe be has taken is by affront- 
ing not me alone, but another Perſon who is ſo juſtly celebrated by the moſt diſtant Nations, 
(This is Lope de Vega) and to whom our own is ſo highly oblig'd for having ſo many 
Hears in the moſt laudable and abundant manner kept up the Spaniſh Stage with ſur- 
priſing and numberleſs Plays, with all the Strictneſ of Art that the People wiſh for or de- 


fire, and with that Innocence and Decency as became a Minifier of the Holy Office. (c) Lops 
de Vega was a * Familiar of the Holy Office. 


68, It is very natural for ignorant People, when they are reprov'd, to ground 4 
Wrong they imagine they ſuffer by being criticis d, in the Cenſure paſs'd on other 


great Men, to the end that ſuch as are paſſionately fond of theſe latter may be exaſ- 
perated againſt the Cenſurer, Lope de Vega was in his Time, and even at this Time, 


the Prince of the Spaniſh Drama. To Cenſure a Writer of his Reputation, is, as it 


were, a laying Hands on a facred Perſon. 
6g. But Lope who knew himſelf to be but Fleſh and Blood any more than other 


Writers, like a wiſe Man took in good Part the Cenſures paſs'd upon him with 
Truth and a good Intention, and endeavour'd to make Advantage of, and improve 
by, the Knowledge of his Errors. In proof of this, let it ſuffice to relate the very 
Thing which gave Occaſion to this ill- judging * Author to ee ſo mal 


a-propos, and to rail ſo much as he does. 


70. Lops de Vega was found fault with by many for compoſing Plays not adjuſted 
to the Rules of Art. I hold it for Certain that Cervantes was one of his ſtrongeſt Cen- 
+ ſurers, Lope made it his Buſineſs to excuſe himſelf the beſt he cou'd, which was, by 
imputing many of his Faults and Negligences to his being forc'd to humour the Peo- 


ple; and ſeeing himſelf hard preſt, he ſtuck not to affirm, That the new Circum- 
ſtances of the Times requir'd a new ſort of Comedies: As if the Nature of Things 


were mutable by any Accident whatſoever. The Controverſy roſe ſo high that the 
Poetic Academy of Madrid order'd Lope de Vega to write down and ſet forth what he 


had to ſay for himſelf, Upon which he wrote a Diſcourſe (in Verſe) intituled, A new Art 


of 1eriting Plays for the preſent Time. Being a frank open- -hearted ingenuous Man he con- 


feld his Faults, but gilded 'em over in the beſt manner he cou'd, as follows: 
Choice Wits of Spain, you charge me to write down _- | 
Tar ART or MakinG PLAYS TO PLEASE THR Town, 
Tait not hard to me, much leſs to you 
Who that and all things elſe know how to do. 
But what Pm chiefly cb with on My Part, 
I that I write em w1iTHOUT AnyY ART. 
Ie is not that Pm ignorant of the Rules; 
For thoſe, thank God, I learmd 'em in the 8 chools 
Before I had, twice five times, ſeen the Sun 
His Courſe from Ari ics unto Piſces run. 


£0 6 ) D. Nic. 1 in Bib! ;oth, dn * Pirfurs m FP a Quality in Spain take it as an 
Hor ts be vdmilted to this Title of Faniliars to the in puifition. | 
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But, to ſpeak Truth, J found that Spaniſh Plays 
Upon the foot they're manag'd now a- days, 

Are vaſtly diff rent from the ancient Plan 
Laid down by thoſe who firſt the Art began : 

For now a Set of barb'rous unlearn'd Elves 
Have ſo ingroſt the Publick to themſelves 


And vitiated their Taſte, that *tis in vain 


For one to write in any other Strain, 
Or think to ſtem the Torrent of the many, 
Unleſs he means to live without a Penny, 
The Town's fo fond of ſenſeleſs ſtupid Farce, 


So blind to Art, to Reaſon ſo averſe, 
That they re reſolv'd to give nor Bread nor Bays | 
To him that ſhall exhibit reglar Plays. 


Some Pieces for the Stage Yve writ, 'ts true, 


= Wherein, undeviating, I did purſue 
The Rules of Art, known to the judging few: 


But when I ſee, without or Head or Tail 


A well-areſs.d Inconſiſtency prevail, 


And bow both Men and Women run in 1 


To admire a Monſter wrapt in Hining —— 
. T1 follow Cuſtom, bar rous as it is, 
And when I am to write a Comic Piece, 


I lock the Precepts up with fi ix ſtrong Keys, 


Terence and Plautus too I frail transfer 


_ Elſewhere, and never let em once come near 


My Study, left they ſbou'd in Tudgment riſe 


And perſecute me with their Critic Cries ; 


For Truth is apt in Books to make a Noiſe. 


And thus the Rules I write by were found out 
| By thoſe who make their Court to 1 Rallie- Rus: , 
585 2 or as the Fulgar for their Pleaſure pay, 


It is but juſt to pleaſe them their own way, 


A little further he ſays: 


Believe me, Sirs, I was not much indind 
Some of th' aforeſaid Things to bring to ai; 


Hut you yourſelves had order d me t explain 5 
De An T OF MAKING CoMEeDies IN SPAIN, | 


Where, if my Thoughts I freely may impart, 
All that are writ are CONTRARY TO AAT. 


The fame thing he owns a little aſterwards: 


Hul. ſince ſo far from Art we Spaniards fray, 


Let learned Men ſay Mum, and go their way. 
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And this very Man, who by the moſt learned and judicious part of Mankind is 
eſteem'd the Prince of the Spanih Drama (for as for D. Pedro Calderon de la Barca 
he is not to compare with him either for Invention or Stile) concludes his A x T thus: 
| Not one of all theſe Writers can I call : 
More bart”rous than my ſelf, who firſt of all 
Preſum'd to att a moſt advent'rous Part, 
| Daring to lay down Precepts againſt Art; 
Humouring the Mob ſo far beyond all Rule, | 0 
As to be call'd by Foreigners a Hool. | 0 | KW 
But what can ſcribbling Devils do? Or how 
Can poor Pilgarlict ſhun his Fate, I trow? 
So many Plays were hardly ever writ 
By one May as by me, take Wit for Wi : 
$9 large the number that but one Play more, 
Juſt finiſh'd, makes four Hundred Eighty Four. 
| From which dedufling fix, the other part 
Have grievouſly offended againſt Art. 55 
Jloue er, I muſt maintain the Plays Prue urit 
Becauſe they Me maintain'd, Wit or no Wit. ” 
They might have been made beter, I confeſs, e 
But then Pim ſure they wou'd have pleas'd much leſi: . 
Since oftentimes what's mere Bombaſt and Rant 1 5 
Delights, becauſe it is Extra uaga nt. „„ | 
71. Herd we have Lob de Vega owning the Charge before the Vear. 1602, for in that 
| Year he printed his New Art, if an Academical Diſcourſe ſo contrary to it, may de- 
ſerve that Name. Let us now ſee how juſt, and how moderate Cervantes was in the 
Cenſure he paſo'd on the bad Comic Writers of his Time, not on Lopes le Vega, for 
whom he had a due Reſpect, contenting himſelf with only reprehending (without 
naming him) the very Thing he publickly confeſt himſelf Guilty of. This Diſcourſe 
of Cervantes is in my Opinion the happieſt he ever writ; and therefore I am confi- 
dent the- Reader will not be diſpleas'd if I frepeat it here. I take it for granted, 
Cervantes means no body but himſelf by the Canon of Toledo, whoſe Perſon he af- 
ſumes, and in whoſe Name he Addreſſes himſelf to the celebrated Curate Pero Perez, 
in the following Terms.“ (d)] muſt confeſs, I was once tempted to write a Book of 
«+ Knight-Errantry my ſelf, obſerving all thoſe Rules: and, to ſpeak the truth, I writ 
4 above an hundred Pages, which, for a better trial, whether they anſwer'd my Expecta- 
4 tion, I communicated to learned and judicious Men fond of thoſe Subjects, as well as to 
« ſome of thoſe ignorant Perſons who only are delighted with Extravagancics: And 
« they all gave me a ſatisfactory Approbation. And yet I made no further Progreſs, | 
„ag well in regard I look*d upon it to be a thing no way agreeable with my Pro- 
6 ſeſſion, as becauſe I am ſenſible the illiterate are much more numerous than the 
! ke We Co I” YI 
* Th, Tranſlator of this Life has taken due care to make all theſe * Dunatins 9 33 | 
1 Ai 2 1. 4 ſome conſiderable Miſtakes and roo mares; eee 
the Notice net only of himſelf but of all the Trarſtatirs as well as the generality of Readers, 


(A) Pari l. ch. 1. 
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learned: And ſince it is better to be commended by the ſmall number of the Wiſe, 
than to make Sport for the ignorant Multitude, I will not expoſe my ſelf to the 
confus'd Judgment of the giddy Vulgar, whoſe principal Buſineſs it is to read ſuch Books. 


But the greateſt motive I had to lay aſide and think no more of finiſhing it, was 


the Argument that I form'd to my ſelf, deduc'd from the Plays now uſually acted: 
For, thought I, if Plays now in uſe, as well thoſe which are altogether of the 
Poets Invention, as thoſe which are grounded upon Hiſtory, be all of them, or at 
leaſt, the greateſt Part, made up of moſt abſurd Extravagancies and Incoherences : 
And yet the multitude ſees them with Satisfaction, approves them and eſteems them 


for Good, tho? they are far from being ſo: And if the Poets who write, and (e) the 


Players who act them; ſay they muſt be ſo contriv'd and no otherwiſe, becauſe 
they pleaſe the generality of the Audience: And if thoſe which ate regular and ac- 


cording to Art, ſerve only to pleaſe half a Score judicious Perſons who underſtand 


them, while the reſt of the Company cannot reach the Contrivance, nor know any 


thing of the Matter: And therefore the Poets and Actors ſay, they had rather get 
their Bread by the greater number, than the Applauſe of the leſs: Then may 1 
+ conclude the ſame will be. the Succeſs of this Book: So that when I have rack'd my 
Brains to obſerve the Rules, I ſhall reap no other Advantage, than to be Jaugh'd at 
for my Pains. I have ſometimes endeavour'd to convince the Actors that they are 
decciv'd in their Opinion, and they will draw more Company, and get better Cre- 


dit by regular Plays than by thoſe prepoſterous Repreſentations now in uſe : But 
they are fo poſitive in their Humour, that no Strength of Reaſon, nor ev'n De- 


monſtration, can divert them from their Conceit. I remember I once was talking 
to one of thoſe obſtinate Fellows : Do you not remember, ſaid I, that within theſe 
few Years three Tragedies were acted in Spain, written by a famous Poet of ours, 


which were ſo excelleht, that they ſurpriz d, delighted, and rais'd the Admiration 


of all that ſaw them, as well the Ignorant and Ordinary People, as the Criticks 


and Men of Quality: And the Actors got more by thoſe Three, than by Thirty of 


© the beſt that have been writ ſince? Doubtleſs, Sir, ſaid the Actor, you mean the 


Tragedies of ISA BELLA, PHYLL1s, and ALEXANDRA. The very ſame, 
1 reply'd, and do you judge whether they obſerved.the Rules of the Drama, and 


whether by doing ſo they loſt any thing of their Eſteem, or faild of pleaſing all 


ſorts of People. So that the Fault lies not in the Audiences, Gen ſiring Abſurdities, 


but in thoſe who know not how to give them any thing elſe. Nor was there any | 
thing prepoſterous in ſeveral other Plays, as for Example, IncrRaT1Tupe 
5 „ NuMANTIA, TH AMoRous MERCHANT, and TE 


FavouRABLle ENEMY, nor in ſome others, compos'd by judicious Poets 


to: their Honour and Credit, and to the Advantage of thoſe that acted them, 


Much more I added, which, in my Opinion, ſomewhat confounded, but no way 
ſatisfy'd or convinc'd. him, ſo as to change his erroneous Opinion. You have 


touch'd upon a Subject, Sir, faid the Curate, Which has awaken'd in me an old 


Averſion I have for the Plays now in uſe, which is not inferior to that I bear to 


Books of Knight-Errantry, For whereas Plays, according to the Opinion of Cicero, 


EY out 
10 See EY Lore de Vega art e e „„ 
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„„ 
% ought to be Mirrors of human Life, Patterns of good Manners, and the very Re- 
« preſentative of Truth: Thoſe now acted are Mirrors of Abſurdities, Patterns of 
„ Follies, and Images of Leudneſs. For inſtance, what can be more abſurd, than for 
the ſame Perſon to be brought on the Stage a Child in Swadling-Bands, in the firſt 
« Scene of the firſt Act, and to appear in the Second grown a Man? What can be 
more ridiculous than to repreſent to us a fighting old Fellow, a cowardly Youth, 
a rhetorical Footman, a politick Page, a churliſh King, and an unpoliſh'd Prin- 
ceſs? What ſhall I fay of their regard to the || Time in which thoſe Actions they 
repreſent, either might or ought to have happen'd, having ſeen a Play, in 


oy 


«66 


« 


Africk ? Probably, if there had been * another Act, they would have carry'd it into 
America: And thus it would have been acted in the four Quarters of the World. 
But if Imitation 1s to be a principal Part of the Drama, how can any tolerable 
Judgment be pleas'd, when repreſenting an Action that happen'd in the Time of 


chre, like Godſry of Bouloigne, there being a vaſt diſtance of Time betwixt thoſe 


* 


own framing and grounded upon Fiction, mixing in it Relations of things that have 


„ happen'd to different People and in ſeveral Ages. This they do without an 
« Contrivance that might make it the more probable, and with ſuch viſible Miſtakes as 


c are altogether inexcuſable : But the worſt of it is, that there are Ideots who look upon 


this as Perfection, and think every thing elſe to be mere Pedantry. But if we look into 

<< the pious Plays, what a multitude of falſe Miracles ſhall we find in them, how many 

Errors and Contradictions, how often the Miracles wrought by one Saint attributed 
to another? Nay, ev'n in the prophane Plays, they preſume to work Miracles up- 


«© on the bare Imagination and Conceit that ſuch a ſupernatural Work, or a Machine, 


as they call it, will be ornamental, and draw the common Sort to ſee the Play. 
«6 Theſe things are a Reflection upon Truth it ſelf, a depreciating and leſs'ning of 
_«« Hiſtory, and a Reproach to all Spaniſb Wits : Becauſe Strangers, who are very ex. 
« act in obſerving the Rules of the Drama, look upon us as an ignorant and a bar 
” « barous People, when they ſee the Abfurdities and Extravagancies of our Plays. Nor 
„ Would it be any Excaſe to alledge, that the principal Deſign of all good Govern- 
ments, in permitting Plays'to be publickly acted, is to amuſe the Commonalty with 
ſome lawful Recreation, and ſo to divert thoſe ill Humours which Idleneſs is apt 
to breed; and that ſince this End is attain'd by any fort of Plays, whether good 
' & gf bad, it is needleſs to preſcribe Laws to them, or oblige the Poets or Actors to 
compoſe and repreſent ſuch as are ſtrictly conformable to the Rules. I anſwer, that 
this End propos d would be far better and ſooner attain'd by good Plays than by 
bad onrs. He who ſces a Play that's regular and anſwerable to the Rules of Poe. 
s try, is delighted with the Comic-part, inform'd by the Scrious, ſurpriz'd at the 
« variety of Accidents, improv'd by the Language, warn'd by the Frauds, inſtruct 


| I ſuppoſe the Author means Place, 101 Time. * *Tis to be ob ref d that the 8 Þ niſh . 
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which the firſt Act began in Europe, the ſecond in Aſia, and the third ended in 


King Pepin or Charlemain, they ſhall attribute it to the Emperor Heraclius, and 
bring him in carrying the Croſs into Jeruſalem, and recovering the Holy Sepul- 


Actions. Thus they will clap together Pieces of true Hiſtory in a Play of their 


uſted. | 
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by Examples, incens'd againſt Vice, and enamour'd with Virtue; for a good Play 
muſt cauſe all thoſe Emotions in the Soul of him that ſees it, tho' he were never fo 
s inſenſible and unpoliſh'd. And it is abſolutely impoſſible that a Play which has 
all theſe Qualifications, ſhould not infinitely divert, ſatisfy and pleaſe beyond ano- 

ther that wants them, as moſt of them do which are now uſually ated. Neither 
are the Poets who write them in Fault, for ſome of them are very ſenſible of their 
Errors, (f) and extremely capable of performing their Duty. But Plays being now 
altogether become venal and a ſort of Merchandize, they ſay and with reaſon, 
(g) that the Actors wou'd not purchaſe them unleſs they were of that Stamp; and 
therefore the Poet endeavours to ſuit the Humour of the Actors, who are to pay 
him for his Labour. For proof of this, let any Man obſerve that infinite number 
e of Plays compos'd by an exuberint Spaniſþ Wit (b) fo full of Gaiety and Humour, 
in ſuch elegant Verſe and choice Language, ſo ſententious; and to conclude, in 
ſuch a majeſtick Stile, that his Fame is ſpread thro' the Univerſe: Vet becauſe he 
„ ſuited himſelf to the Fancy of the Actors, many of his Pieces have fal'n ſhort of 
their due Perfection (i), tho' ſome have reach'd it. Others write Plays ſo incon- 
ſiderately, that after they have appear'd on the Stage, the Actors have been forced 
to fly and abſcond, for fear of being puniſh'd, as it has often happen'd, for having 
« affronted Kings, and diſhonour'd whole Families. Theſe, and many other ill Con- 
<« ſequences which I omit, would ceaſe by appointing an intelligent and judicious Per- 
* ſon at Court to examine all Plays, before they were acted, that is, not only thoſe 
« which are repreſented at Court, but throughout all Spain: So that, without his 
« Licence, no Magiſtrate ſhould ſuffer any Play to appear in Publick. Thus Players 
« would be careful to fend their Plays to Court, and then might act them with Safe- 
0 ty, and thoſe Who write them be more circumſpect, in ſtanding in awe of an Exa- 
«© miner that could judge of their Works. By theſe Means we ſhould be furniſh'd 
«© with good Plays, and the End they are defign'd for would be attain'd, the People 
* diverted, the Spaniſh Wits eſteem'd, the Actors ſecur'd, and the Government fav'd 
z the trouble of puniſhing them. And if the ſame Perſon, or another, were intruſtecl 
c to examine all new Books of Knight-Errantry, there is no doubt but ſome might 
be publiſh'd with all that Perfection You, Sir, have mention'd, to the increaſe of 
% Eloquence in our Language, to the utter Extirpation of the old Books, which 
% would be borne down by the new; and for the innocent Paſtime, not only of idle 
% Perſons, but of thoſe who have moſt Employment, for the Bow - cannot always | 
& ſtand bent, nor can human F railty ſubſiſt without ſome lawful Recreation, . 
72. Can Plato's Dialogues be more ſolid, more prudential, or more ſatisfactory? Were 
that Philoſopher” s Þelires more laudable ; "his Intentions better calculated for the general 
Good? Was it poſſible for Cervantes Cenſure to be more rational, more equitable, more 
modeſt ? It is couch'd in ſuch Terms, that Lops de Vega was not in the leaft 9ffended at 


it; on the contrary, whenever he had occaſion to ſay any irg t Cervanles, he wrote : 
with great Eine of his Farts and Perſon, 


W Hs 73. But 
| | ) Such Was Lore de Vega, 5 5 one. () Lor bimſJf, in 4 New Art \ fays ſo. (hb) The ſame Lope 
de gh who. torote a Tausend and PFourſe re 4 2 5 we are told by John Perez de Montalvan, 
(i) Sia of Lore de Vega's Plays were regular and written as they ſbou d be, according to Art. This 
he Jas Nene but daes not name *em, for fear, N of a freſh and more Fro" woo dnt 
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73. But the impertinent Continuator of Don Quixote, as a- Redreſſer of e 
Grievances, wou'd needs take upon him to right the Wrongs, and revenge the Injuries 
he fancy'd had been offer'd to Lope de Lega; and fo covering himſelf with the Shield of 
Lopes Reputation, he thought therewith to ward off the Blows Cervantes had given 


to himſelf, perhaps in ſome of the particular Cenſures in the above Diſcourſe, or in 
the (k) Novel of the Dogs, which may very well be calPd Satira Lucilio-Horatiana, 


for, in imitation of Lucilius and Horace, it laſhes very ſeverely, tho? occultly, a great 
number of People: Among whom, peradventure, our Arragonian being one, he made 


uſe of Slander and Invective inſtead of any ſound or even ſuperficial Argument to con- 
tute Cervantes's Cenſure. But Cervantes did not let this vile Treatment of him 
go unchaſtiz?d : And as for his upbraiding Cervantes with old Age, Maimnefs and 


GO an envious Diſpoſition, he made this Anſwer : 


But there is ſomething which I cannot ſo filently paſs 0 over: He is pleayd to upbraid + mne 


with my Age; indeed had it been in the Power of Man to ſtop the career of Time, I would 
not have ſuffer'd the old Gentleman io have laid his Fingers on me. Then he reflectingly 


tells me of the Los of one of my Hands : As if that Maim had been got in a ſeandalous or 


drunken Quarrel in ſome Tavern, and not upon the moſt memorable (m) Occaſion, that | 
either paſt or preſeut Ages have beheld, and which perhaps futurity will never parallel. If 


my. Wounds do not redound to my Honour in the Thoughts of ſome of thoſe that look upon 


em, they will at leaſt ſecure me the Hſteem of thoſe that know how they were gotten. A Soldier 
males a nobler Figure as he lies bleeding in the Bed of Honour, than ſafe in an inglori- 


ous Flizht ;, and I am ſo far from being aſham'd of the Loſs of my Hand, that were it poſſible 


to recal the ſame Opportunity, I ſhould think my Wounds but a 4} Price for the Glory 
of ſharing in that prodigious Action. The Scars in a Soldier's Face Breaſt, are the Stars 


that by a laudable Imitation guide others to the Port of Honour and Glory. Beſides, it iu 


0 the Hand, but the Underſtanding of a Man, that may be ſaid to write; and thoſe 
Pars that he is pleas'd to quarrel with, always improve the latter. Ile likewiſe charges 
ine with being Envions, and as if I was an Ignoramus he gives me a definition of Envy ; ; 
but I take Heaven to witneſs, I never was acquainted with any Branch of Envy, beyond a 
ſacred, generous and ingenucus Emulation, which could never engage me to abuſe a Clergy- 
man, eſpecially if made the more Reverend by a Poſt in the Inquiſition : And if any other 


Perſon (meaning Lope de Vega) thinks himſelf affronted, as that Tordeſillian Aulhor 


feems to hint, he 1s mightily miſtaken ; for 1 have a Veneration for his Parts, admire his 


Works, and have an awful Reſpect for the continual and n, Employment in which be 


: exerciſes his 7. alents. 


74. That Michael de Cervantes e did not envy y Lope de Vega, 5 viſible | w 
the Praiſcs he beſtow'd on him before and after the Diſcourſe he made concerning Plays, 


V herein by the Mouth of the Canon of Toledo he cenſured him ſo OT. In the 


ſixth Book of his Galatea he makes Calliope herſelf / ſay, 
Experience ſhews, that Learning loves as well 


_ With a Taub, as bearded ar to dwell : . 
N 


69 Novela de los Perros, a  Dialigue between two Dogs, Scipio and Braganza, ER ſome 
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N Mortal will conteſt a Truth ſo clear, 
| The moment that he VEG a's name ſhall hear. 
1 6 in his Voyage to Parnaſſus, he mentions him with greater Eſteem : - 
Vega from another Cloud diſmounts ; 
95 whom Spain her beſt of Writers counts, 
Whether in Proſe or Verſe , he writes ſo well, 
MN one can equal him, much leſs excel, 5 
And even after the Cenſure of the Arragonian, in the Continuation of the ame Hoſtory 
of Don 2utxote, ſpeaking of Angelica, he ſays, (u) A famous Andaluſian Poet (Louis 
Barahona de Soto) wept for ber, and celebrated her TEA RS in Verſe; and another eminent 
and choice Poet of Caſtile (Lopẽ de Vega) made ber BEA M his Theme. And in 
another Place (o) he makes an honourable Alluſion to Lops de Vega's Arcadia. The Cen- 
ſure therefore which Cervantes made of him, did not ſpring from Envy, ſince he praiſed 
him as much as could be, nay, without any meaſure, but that of his Great and Extenſive _ 
Knowledge, ſince his Cenſure was perſectly juſt and right: Whereas that which the 
 Tordeſillian Continuator made of Cervantes, was the Offspring of downright DetraCtion. 
75. In a different Manner from Fernandez de Avellaneda, did Lops de Vega ſpeak of 
Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, when, after his being cenſured, and even after his Cen- 
ſurer's Death, (p) he celebrated his Glorious Maim, thus: 
Ihen the renowned Eagle's matchleſs T_ 
That Thunderbolt of War, on 1 1 
 Oer Alia's King immortal Laurels Won, 0 . 
In Neptune's Watry Carr, 8 
Cervantes“ Hand was wounded, but his Head, 
Eſcaping Fortunes Spite, : BY 
By his rich Verſe turd every Ball of Lead 
_  » Tato a Diamond bright: © 
A Wi t like His gives each refulgent Line 
A Brilliancy that will for ever ſhine. 


76. Cervantes likewiſe chaſtiſed the 'Covetouſneſs of his * by deſpiſing and 
fe,  defving his Menaces, and recommending the Reader to tell him, (4) that as for bis 
. Threatning to take the Bread out of my Mouth, T ſhall only Anſwer him with a Piece of an 
old Sons, God proſper long our noble King, our Lives and Safeties all — and fo Peace © 
be with you. Long live the Great Conde de Lemos, whoſe - Humanity, and celebrated Li- 
berality ſuſtain me under the moſt ſevere Blows of Fortune! And may the eminent Charity 7 


f the Cardinal of Toledo, make an eternal Monument to his Fame. (1 fancy Cervantes 


having met with ſome Conſolation in the Humanity of that Prelate, made his Detractor 
- lay, as I have related before, That be had taken Refuge in the Church) But Cervantes 
goes on: Had. I never publiſbd a Word, and were as many Books publiſd againſt me, 
as there are Letters n M1inGo REvuLGo's Poems; yet the Bounty of theſe two Prin- 
ces that bave taken charge of me without any Soliciting Adulation, were ſufficient in my 

favour : ; and T think my elf richer and realer, in their Eſteem than 1 would of any Proji- 


65 part IL ch. 1. (4) 3 II obo 68. (& ) Laurel * Apollo Selva 8. Bien John 0 Auſtria 


the Emperor Charles Vth's Natural LON Genel 7 . 11 20 Zee againſt the Turk. a Erg. . 
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table ; 
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table Honour that can be purchasd at the ordinary Rate of Advancement, The indigent 
Man may attain their Favour, but the Vicious cannot, Poverty may partly eclipſe a 


Gentleman, but cannot totally obſcure bim; and thoſe plimmerings of Ingenuity that peep 


thr? the Chinks of a narrow Fortune, have already gain'd the Eſleem of the truly noble and 
generous Spirits, And now 1 have done with him. 


77. Poſſibly ſome will miſs Cervantes Anſwer to what his ſoul - mouth'd Satyriſt 
| advanc'd, of his being ſo deſtitute of Friends, that if he had a mind to adorn his Books 


with commendatory Verſes, he wou'd not be able to find one Perſon of Note in all 


Spain, that would not be offended at making uſe of his Name. To which, *tis true, 
Cervantes made no Anſwer, becauſe he had as yet nothing to add to what he had ſaid by 
the Mouth of that Friend of his, introduc'd in his Preface, as Cerwantes's Counſellor, 
ſatyriſing the Cuſtom of the Writers of that. Time, with ſo much Wit in the following 
Manner: (r) The firſt T, bing you object, is your want of commendatory Copies from Perſons of 
Figure and Quality; there is nothing ſooner help't ;, 'tis but taking a little Pains in writing 
" them yourſelf, and clapf hig whoſe Name you pleaſe to them, you may Father, them upon 


Preſter John of the Indies, or on the Emperor of Trapiſonde, whom I know to be mo 
celebrated Poets : 


might ſnarl, and deny this notorious Truth ; why let them, 'tis no matler; and thy they 


ſhould convitt you of Forgery, you are in no danger of lofi ing the Hand with which you wrote i 
There was at that time a ridiculous Cuſtom j in Spain to pre- ingage the Reader's 


them, 


Mind by a Heap of Comme ndatory Verſes, moſt of them coin'd by the Authors them- 
ſelves, as it now-adays happens in many of your Literary Clubs and Aſſemblies, who 
profeſs Criticiſm with little Scriouſneſs of application, truſting too much to the Judg- 
ment of other People who are ſometimes Ignorant, and oftentimes Prejudiced. Lopge de 


Vega condemns this Practice, when he Jays, 050 * 5 an Edict, ordered among 


other 1 hings, 
That no Encomiums of an Aſs 
Beneath pretended CENSURES paſs 
In hopes that under ſuch Diſguiſe 
The World may credit give to Lies, 
Which yet none read without a Laugh 
But thoſe that don't know Corn from ChafF. 


78. Cervantes, by way of ſatyrizing ſuch . and at the fi time to gratify his” 
deſire of Praiſe, prefixes to his Don Quixote ſome Poetical Compoſitions under the 


Names, not of Great Lords, (for in the Commonwealth of Learning there are no 


Greater Lords, than thoſe that have Learning) but of Ur#anda the Unk nown, addreſs d 
to Don Quixote de la Mancha's Book: of Amadis de Gaul; Don Belianis of Greece : ; Or- 


lands 1 Furioh the Knight of the Sun; and of Soliſdan to Don Quixole himſelf : of the 
Lady Oriana to Dulcinea del Tobeſo : of Candalin Amadis de Gaul's Squire, to Sancho 


Panza, Don Quixole's Squire; of the Pleaſant Poet Entreverado to Sancho Panza, and 


Rozinante ; and laſtly a Dialogue between Babieca, and Rozinante ;, intimating by this, 


that his Book of Don Quiwole Pg la. Mancha was better than all the Books of Knight-Erran— 


iy pn together; ſince Don Nuixole de la Mancha ſurpaſs'd the celebrated Amadi, de Gaul, 


N | | a 
ex Pref. 7 U. Part D. Quixote. 7 s) Laurel de Apollo Selva 9. 1 


jt 
But ſuppoſe they were not, and that ſome preſuming Pedantic Criticks 
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MY Book, which by common Report, and by what Cervantes ſays, (I) was the Fir/t 
Book of Knight-Errantry that ever was printed in Spain, and the Model of all the reſt 
- - = - the firſt Teacher and Author of ſo pernicious a Set;;F - - rather, lays the other, 
¶ have been told 'tis the beſt Book that has been written in that Kind. 
79. Don Quixote, in like Manner, excelled the renowned Don Belianis of Greece, 

ſince He, (cry'd the Curate, ſpeaking of Don Belianis as he was ſcrutinizing our Knight's 
Library) with his Second, Third, and Fourth Parts, had need of a Doſe of Rhubarb to purge 
bis exceſſive Choler : Beſides, his Cape of Fame ſhould be demoliſi/d, and a Heap of other 
Rubbiſh rem d. 
80. Nor are the Outrages of Orlando Furioſo to compare with the agreeable Madneſ- 

ſes of Don Quixote de la Mancha, tho' the Style and Expreſſion of Ariofto, Author of that 
Romance, is indeed pure, grand and ſublime, which makes the Curate ſay, He did not 
like any of the Tranſlations of him, nay, he wou'd burn 'em; but if, adds he, I find 
him in his own native Tongue, T'll treat him with all the Reſpect imaginable. 
Br. As for the Knight of the Sun, in whoſe name likewiſe Cervantes made a Commen- 

datory Copy of Verſes, the Barber, Mr. Nicholas, wou'd often ſay, he out-did all the 
other Knights, except perhaps Amadis de Gaul. The ſaid Romance was intitled : The 
Mirror of Princes and Knights, in three Books, containing the Immortal Deeds of the Knight 
of the Sun, and his Brother Roſicler, the Sons of the Great Emperor Trebacio, with the 
high Adventures and moſt ſtupendous Amours of the extremely excellent and ſuperabundanily 
beautiful Princeſs Claridiana, and other High Princes and Knights : By Diego Ortuncz 
Calahorra, of the City of Nagera. This Mirror came out in two Volumes in Folio, con- 


taining the firſt and ſecond Part, at Zaragoza, Anno 1581. Its true Author was Pedro 


la Sierra, Afterwards Marco Martinez of Alcala continu'd thoſe Fables with this Title: 
| The Third Part of the Mirror of Princes and Knights, the Atchievements and great Actions of 
the Children and Grand-children of the Emperor Trebacio. Printed at Alcala Auno 1589, 
And Feliciano de Silva, afterwards, writ the Forrth Part of the Knight of the Sun. Theſe © 
Titles being known, the Reader will better underſtand the Verſes of the Knight of the 
dun to Don Quixote de la Mancha; and will likewiſe be enabled to apply the Criticiſm 
which the Curate made when the Barber, taking down another Book, cry'd : Here's ile 
Mirror of Knighthood, Oh! I have the honour to know him, replyed the Curate, There 
you will find the Lord Rinaldo of Montalban, with his Friends and Companions, all of 
| them greater Thieves than Cacus; together with the Twelve Peers of France, and that 
Faithful Hiſtorian Turpin. Truly I muſt needs ſay, I am only for condemning them to per- 


petual Baniſhment, at leaſt becauſe their Story contains ſomething of the Famous Boiardo's ; 


Invention; out of which the Chriſtian Poet Arioſto alſo borrow'd his Subjef. Cervantes | in 
( another Place makes a great jeſt of Feliciano de Silva's Style. 5 


82. As Don Quixote bore away the Bell from all other Knights-Errant, ſo W 1 


did Dulcinea del Toboſo do the ſame by the Ladies. And this is ſignify'd by the broken 
Verſes of Urganda the Unknown, and the Sonnet of Lady Oriana to Dultinea del To- © 
boſo, both which Ladies take up a great deal of Paper in the ſtory of Amadis de Gaul, 
Beſides, this likewiſe alludes to the ridiculous Madneſs of writing, Ve rſes as from Wo- 
men, with intent that they might be thought Pocteſſes, and that the Authors were fa- 
voured by them. WY 5 8 3. Genders 5 


() Fart 4. cb. 6. 2} Part 1. 85. 1, 
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83. Gandalin s Verſes to Sancho Panza, declare that never was a Squire born into 
the World, equal to Sancho Panza, And the ſame Compliment is paſs'd on Rozinante 
by the Poet Eureverado's Verſes, and the Dialogue between Babieca and Rozinante, 
ſince (x) thi his Horſe's Bones ftuck out like the Corners of a Spaniſh Real, and was a worſe 
Jade than Gonela's, qui tantùm pellis et oſſa fuit, his Maſter yet thought that neither 
Alexander's Bucephalus, nor the Cid's Babieca could be compar'd with him. 

84. As for the Arragonian's reflecting upon Cervantes's want of Friends to grace the 
beginning of his Bobk with Commendatory Verſes, Cervantes had no occaſion to anſwer. 
that Objection ; ſince, of the very Thing which the other ſaid he wanted, Cervantes had 
before, as I ſaid, made ſo great a Jeſt, not only in his Preface to Don Quixote, but in that 
to his Novels likewiſe, For, ſpeaking of that cuſtomary Abuſe, and of the Friend into 
whoſe Head he had put that moſt diſcrete Advice which was practiſed ſo dextrouſly and hap- 
pily by him, after he had deſcrib'd himſelf, both inwardly and outwardly, i. e. both Body 
and Mind, he added: And if this Friend cou'd recolleft nothing more to Jay of me, I wou'd 
myſelf have coin d two dozen of Teſtimonials, and whiſpered em to him, in order to foread 
my Name and raiſe the Reputation of my Wit; for, to think ſuch Elogiums ſpeak real 
ah ar is downright Folly, for there's no depending upon ſuch Charatteriſlicks either pro or 

In ſhort, ſince that Opportunity is paſt, and I am left in blanco, and without any 

Cat or Effi Lie, I muſt &en make the beſt uſe I can of my Tongue, which tho naturall 'y flow, 

all not be fo in ſpeaking Truth, which may be underſiood ev'n by making Signs 1 And 

then he goes on and gives his own Sentiments of his Novels, WITHOUT. SPE A K- 
IN G By The MOUTH or 4 Gooss, as the Proverb before quoted has it. 

38. As for this Scandalous Fellow's ſaying that Cervantes wrote his Firſt Part of Don 


Quiadie, in a Priſon, and that That might make it ſo dull, and incorrect: Cervantes | 


did not think fit to give any Anſwer concerning his being impriſon'd : Perhaps to avoid 
Living offencg the Miniſters of Juſtice; for certainly his Impriſonment muſt not have 
been Ignominious, ſince Cervantes himſelf voluntarily mentions it in his Preface to the 
Firſt Part of Don Quixote. As for his Negligence and Incorrectneſſcs, [ don” t deny but 
Cervantes had ſome, which J have obſerv*d ; but ſince the Arragonian did not ſpecily em, 
there was no reaſon Cervartes, by ſ. itisſying Him, ſhould let * run away with the Glory 
ola juſt and rational Cenſure. And therefore the Conſeſſion of his own Overſights, or the 
Defence of thoſe the Criticks of that Age charg'd as ſuch, is reſerv'd for a fitter Oppor- 
tunity: and the Cenſure of other I hings, which might have been caſily alter "d, 1s tor- 
born out of the Reſpect that is due to the Memory of ſo great a Man. | 
86. The T hing which Cervantes bore hardeſt upon in his Aggreſſor, was his Im u- 
dence, for ſuch it was, and a very great one too, the continuing a Work of pure In- 
vention, of another Man's, and whilethe Author was living too, which makes him ſay to 
his Reader, If ever you ſhould happen to fall into bis Company, pray tell him from me that 
| ] have not the leaſt Quarrel in the World with bim: For I am not ignorant of the Tempta- 


lions of Satan ; and of. all his Imps, the ſcribbling Devil is the moſt Irritable. When 


that Demon is got into a Man' s Head, be falls to Writing and Sou. bing, which vets him 
as much Fame as Money, and as much Money as Fame, Put i UN he wort believe what vi 8 


ſay, 4 and Jou be 40 a to be Mer 2 Tray tell im this Stor an 1 hen Cervan les proceeds 
5 — and 
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and tells 2 Tale, and then another, with that fatyrical Grace, that nothing can be 
more beautiful. 

87. Cervantes being of Opinion that the Arragonian 8 Impudence deſery'd greater 
Chaſtiſement ; in order to render him more ridiculous in various Parts of the Body of 
the Work he has a F ling at him, and intermingles divers Reproofs of that unpardonable 
| Continuation, which it is fit ſhou d be here read together that others may not fall into 
the like Temptation. 
38. In the LIXth Chapter of the Second Part, en ſome Travellers to be 75 
reading in an Inn the Arragonian's Continuation, or Second Part of Don Quixote, he 
introduces one Signor. Don John, ſaying: Dear Don Jeronimo, I beſeech you, till Supper's 
brought in, let us read another Chapter of the Second Part of Don Quixote. No ſooner 
had Don Quixote heard himſelf named (he being in the next Room, which was di- 
vided from that wherein the Travellers were by a flender Partition) but up the Cham- 
pion ſtarted, and liften'd with attentive Ears to what was ſaid of bim, and then heard 
that Don Jeronimo anſwer : Why would you have us read Nonſenſe, Signor Don John? 
Methinks any one that has read the Firſt Part of Don Quixote, ſhould take but little 
Delight in reading the Second. That may be, replyd Don John; hewever, it maywt be 
amiſs to read it; for there's no Book ſo bad, as not to have ſomething that is good in it. 
What diſpleaſes me moſt in this Part, is, that it repreſents Don Quixote no longer in love 
 *vith Dulcinea del Toboſo. Upon theſe Words, Don Quixote, burning with Anger and 
Indignation, cry'd out: Whoever ſays that Don Quixote de la Mancha has forgot, or can 
forget Dulcinea del Toboſo, I will make him know with equal Arms, that be deviates 
 *vbolly from the Truth; for the Peerleſs Dulcinea del Toboſo, cannot be forgotten, nor 


| can Don Quixote be guilty of Forgelfulneſi, Conflancy is bis Matts; and to preſerve 
bis Fidelity with Pleaſure, and without the leaſt Conſtraint, is his Profeſſion. Whyv's that 


anſwers us? cries one of thoſe in the next Room, Who ſhould it be, quoth Sancho, but Don 
Quixote de la Mancha his nown ſelf, the ſame that will make good all he has ſaid, and 
all that he has to ſay, take my Word for it; for a good Paymaſter neer grudges to give 
Security. Sancho had no ſooner. made that Anſwer, "but in came the two Gentlemen ( for 
they appear'd to be no leſs) and one of them throwing his Arms about Don Quixote's Neck, 
your Preſence, Sir Knight, ſaid he, does not belye your Reputation, nor can your Reputa- 
gion fail to raiſe a Reſpect for your Preſence. You are certainly the true Don Quixote de 
la Mancha, the North-Star, and Luminary of Chivalry-errant in deſpite of bim that bas 
attempted to uſurp your Name, and annihilate your Atchizvements, as the Author of this 
Book, which I here deliver into your Hand, has preſum'd to do. With that he took the 
Book from his Friend, and gave it to Don Quixote. | The Knight took it, and without 
aying a Word, began to turn over the Leaves; and then returning it a while after; In the 
little I have ſeen, ſaid he, I have found three Things in this Author, that deſerve Rep Me 
ber ſion. Firſt T find fault with ſeme Words in bis Preface. In the ſecond Place, his 
Language is Arragonian, for ſumetimes he writes without Articles: And the third Thi ing 


I have obſer vd, which betrays moſt his Tanorance, is, be is out of the way in one of | the pri- 5 


ou cipal Parts of the Fhſtory: For (y) here he ſays, that the Wife of my Squire Sancho 
5 Panza, 15 call d Mary Gutierrez, wbich 15 not true; for ber Name is | Tereſa Panza; 
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and he that errs in ſo confi derable a Paſſage, may well be ſuſbected to have att many 


groſs Errors thruuzh the whele Hiſtory, A pretty impudent Fellow, is this ſame Hi itory- 
writer; cry d Sancho! Sure He knows much what belongs to our Concern, to call my Wife 
Tereſa Panza, Mary Gutierrez]! Pray take the Blot again, an't lite your Werſhip, and 
- ſee whether he ſays any Thing of me, and ſee if he has not cbang d my Name loo. Sure by 
hals you have ſaid, honeſt Man, ſaid Don Jeronimo, you fond be Sancho Panza, Squire 
to Signor Don Quixote? I am, gqueth Sancho, and I am proud cf the Office. Well, ſaid 


. the Gentleman, to tell you Truth, the laſt Auther does not treat you fo Civilly as you ſceꝶi io 
deſerve, Ile repreſents quu as a Glulton, and a Foil, withcut the leaſt grain of Wit or Hu- 


mour, and very difſarent from the Sancho we have in the firſt Part of your Maſter's Hiſto- 
ry. Ileav'n forgive bim, quoth Sancho; be might bave left me where I was, without of- 


fering to meddle with me. Every Man's Noſe won't make a Shoeing-Horn. Let's leave 


the World as it is, St. Peter is very well at Rome. Preſently the two Gentlemen invited 
Don Quixote to ſup with them in their Chamber; for they knew there was nothing to be got 


in the Im fit for his Entertainment. Don Quixote who was always very complaiſant, 5 
(z) could not deny their Requeſt, and went with them, So Sancho remain'd Lord and Maſ- 
ter, with his Tleſp-pot befare him, and placed himſelf at the upper End of the Table, with 


tbe Inn-keeper for bis Meſs-mate ; for be was no leſs a Lover of Cow-heel than the Squire, 


While Don Quixote was at Supper with the Gentlemen, Don John add him, when he 


beard of the Lady Dulcinea del Toboſo? Whether fhe were married ? Whether ſhe had any 
Children, or were with Child or no? Or whether, continuing flill in her Maiden ſtate, and 
preſerving her Iloncur and Reftutation unſtain'd, fhe had a. grateful Senſe of the Love and 
Conſtancy of Signor Don Quixote? Dulcinea is Hill a Virgin, anſwered Don Quixote, 


and my Amorous Thoughts more fix'd than ever; Our Correſpondence after the old Rate not 

frequent, but her Beauty transſcrm'd into the bomely appearance of a Female Ruſtick. And 
wvith that he told the Gentlemen the whole Story of her being inchanted, what had befaÞn 
bim in the Cave of Monteſinos, and the Means that the Sage Merlin had preſcriPd to free 
her from her Inchantment, which was Sancho's Penance of three thouſand three hundred 


Laſhes. The Gentlemen were extremely pleas'd to hear from Don Quixote's ou Meuth the 
flrange Paſſages of bis Hiſtory, equally wondring at the nature of hi, Lutravag ancies, aud 
bis Eloquent manner of relating them, One Minute they lcokt upon bim to be in his Senſes, 
and the next they thought he had leſt them all; ſo that they could not reſolve what depree to 


alli gn him between Madneſs and ſound Judęment. By this time Sancho. having eat his Sup- _ 
_ ger, and teft his Landlord, nmov' d to the Room where his M laſler was with.the two Stran= 
gers, and us be lolied in, Hang me, quoib he, Gentlemen, if Ile that made the Book your 
Wrſhips have ſeen, could have a mind that He and I ſhould ever take à loving Cup tage- 
ther: I wiſh, as he calls me Greedy- Gut, he does not ſet me out for a Drunkard loo. Nay, 
| faid Don Jeronimo, he does not uſe you better as to that Point; Ib 1 cannot well remember 
bis Expreſſions. Only this I know, they are ſcandalous and falſe, as I perceive by the Phy- 
ſiog nomy of ſober Sancho here Ireſent. Tale m 5 Nord fort, Gentlemen, quothy the Sguire, 
the Sancho and the Don Quixote in your Book, I don't 0 who they be, but they are not 


the ſame Men as theſe in Cid Hamet Benengel! s Hiſtory, for we 1wo are they, juſt fuch as 
555 Bcnengeli make; us; my Maſter J. atant, Diſcrete; Gn in love; and I a 2 merry- 


conceiled 
| (x) The Arrogonian deirme deferite bin fo.” 
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Mrcnarr DE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA, 43 
eonceited Fellow, but neither a Glutton, nor a Drunkard. I believe you, ſaid Don John, 


and I could wiſh, were uch a Thing poſſible, that all ether Writers whatſoever were for- 
bidden to record the Deeds of the great Don Quixote, except Cid Hamet, his firſt Author ; 


(aa) as Alexander did forbid all cther Painters to draw his Picture, except Apelles. Let 
any one draw mine, if he pleaſes, ſaid Don Quixote; but let him net abuſe the Original 


for when Patience is loaded with Injuries, many Times it ſinks under its Burden (b). No 
Injury, replyd Don John, can be offer'd to Signor Don Quixote but what he is able to 


revenge, or at leaſt ward off with the Shield of his Patience, which, in my ofinion, is Great 
and Strong. In ſuch Diſcourſe they ſpent a goed part of the Night ; and the Don John. 


endeavoured to perſuade Don Quixote 10 read more of the Book, to ſee how the Author had 


hanaled his Subject, be could by no Means prevail with him, the Knight giving him to un- 
derſtand, he had enough of it, and as much as if be had read it throughout, concluding it 
10 be all of a Piece, and nonſenſe all ver; and that he would not encourage the Scribbler's 


Vanity fo far as to let him think that he had read it, ſhould it ever come to his Ears that the 


Bool had ſab n into his Hand:; Mell knowing we ought to avoid defiling our Imagination, 
and with the niceſt Care, cur Eyes with vile and obſcene Matters (c). They askt him, which 
Way he was travelling ? He told them he was going for Saragoſa, to make one al the Tur- 
namenis held in that. City once a Year, for the Prize of Armour. Don John acquainted 
him, that the pretended Second Part of his Hiſtory gave an Account (d) how Don Quixote, 
 wwhocver he was, had been at Saragoſa at a publick Running at the Ring, the Deſcri; tion 
of which was wretched, and defeftive in the Contrivance, mean and low in the Style and 


Expreſſion, miſerably poor in Devices, pooreſf ef all in Lear ning, but rich in Fully and 


Nonſenſe. For that Reaſin, ſaid Don Quixote, I will net ſet a Feit in Saragoſa, and ſo 
the Werld fhall ſee what a notorious Lye this new Hiſterian is guilty of, and all Mankind | 
hall perceive I am not the Don Quixote he ſpeaks of. You will do very well, ſaid Don 
Jeronimo z beſides, there is another Turnament at Barcelona, where you may ſignalize yeur 
Valour. I deſign lo do fo, replyd Don Quixote; and ſo Gentlemen, give me leave lo hid 
you goed Night, and permit me to go 10 Bed, (for tis Time ;) and pray place me in the num- 
ber of your beſt Friends, and moſt Faithſul Servants: and Me too, quith Sancho, for may- 
hap you may find me good for ſomething. Having taken leave of one another, Don Quix- 
_ ote and Sancho retired to their Chamber, leaving the two Strangers in admiralion, io think 


what a Medly the Knight had made of goed Senſe and Extravagance ; but fully ſatisfied 


however, that theſe two Perſons were the true Don Quixote and Sancho, and nct thoſe | 
obtruded upon the Publick by the Arragortian Author, Admirable Criticiſm! One of the 
Precepts of Fable is to follow common Fame, or to deviſe Things ſo as to hang toge- 
ther. Cervantes had figur'd Don Quixote, as a Knight-Errant, Valiant, Bite and 
Amorous; and this was his well-known Character when the fo call'd Fernardez de Auel- 


laneda took upon him to carry on his Hiſtory ; whereas He deſcribes Don Oixele, as as 
x Coward, an Idcot, and not Enamour'd. Don Quirote's Lady, as the Dutcheſs ſ. ke, 


was a fancy'd Perſon (e), a Lady merely Netional, (in ſhort a Madman's Lady) whom 
Don nds had e and Trogt job by the Strength « and Heal 77 bis Fancy, and 


f 2. . Ibeile 


. (a) See Part J. NY 9. f Don Quixote... 00 A tacit 1 againſt th Arragonian writer, 
{c) Such as the Arrazonian's Book e with in many of the Chap Kae . 4 In the 1170 ch. 
(e 2 771 . ch. 32. . 
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there endrw'd with all the Charms and good Pualifications, which he was pleas'd to aſcribe 
to her, - - - beautiful without Blemiſh, reſerv'd withcut Pride, amorous with Made. 4 
agreeable for her courtecus Temper, and courteous, as an Effect of her generous Education; 
and, in ſhort, of an illuſtrious Parentage. Fernandez de Avellaneda paints her in a quite 
different Manner. Cervantes repreſented Sancho Panza as a plain, ſimple, merry-con- 
ceited Fellow, but neither a Gormandizer nor a Drunkard: Fernandez de Avellaneda, 
ſimple indeed, but a Fellow of no humour, rather a mere Greedy-gut and an arrant Sot: 
and therein, neither follows common report, nor invents his Tale with Uniſormity. 
Well therefore might Altif dora lay, ſpeaking of a Viſion ſhe had (for Women are apt 
to have Viſions,) (/) That ſhe ſaw certain Devils playing at Tennis with flaming Rac- 
| kets, inſtead of Tennis- balls making uſe of Books ſtuff d with Wind and Flocks, and 
ſo lightly made that the Ball wou'd not bear a ſecond Blow, but at every Stroke they 
were oblig'd to change Books, ſome of 'em New, ſome Old, which ſhe thought very 
Strange: They tofſ*d up a new Book fairly bound, and gave it ſuch a ſmart Stroke, that 
be very Guts flew cut of it, and all the Leaves were ſcaller'd about. Then cry'd one of 


the Devils to another, look, look, what Book is that ? Tis the ſecond Part of the hiſtory of 


Don Quixote, /aid the other, not that. which was composd by Cid Hamet, the Author of 
the Firſt, but by a certain Arragonian, who proſeſſes himſelf a Native of Tordeſillas. Away 
with it, cryd the 1 WVevil, daun with it, plunge it to the loweſt Pit of Hell, where I 
may never ſee it more. Why is it ſuch Stuff faid the other ? Such intolerable ſtuff, ory d. 
the firſt Devil, that if I and all the Devils in Hell fhou'd ſet our Heads together to make it 
worſe, it were paſt our Skill, To which a little after wards Don Quixote reply d: That very 
Hiſtory is tofs'd about juſt at the ſame Rate, never reſting in a Place, for every Body has a Kick 
at it. From which Words we may infer, that as ſoon as it was publiſh'd, it began to be 
deſpis'd. And as Cervantes ſeigns that the Devils play'd at Tennis with flaming Rackets; 
| ſome, from thence have taken occaſion, and juſtly as they thought, to advance an aſſer- 
_ tion, ( 40 that the Friends of Cervantes burn'd the Books of the paultry Continuator: 
Which is a gralis Ditlum; for Cervantes had no Friends that wou'd favour ns ſo > 
much at their own Expence. 
39. Whatever may have been the Caſe i in that reſpect, "twill not be 3 to hear 
Sancho and Don Nuixot“s Thoughts of that Book : (%) Pl lay you a Wager, quoth | 
Sancho, that before we be much older, there will not be an Inn, 4 a Tedge- Tavern, a 
| lind Viftualline-Houſe, nor a Barber's- Shop in the Country, but what will have the Story FT 
of our Lives and Deeds paſted and painted along the Walls, But I cou'd wiſh with all my 
Heart though, that they may be done by a beller Hand than the bungling Son of a Whore © 
that drew theſe, Thou art in the Right, Sancho, ſaid Don Quixote ; ; for the Fellow that. 
did theſe, puts me in mind of Orbaneja, a Painter of Uveda, who, as he ſat at Work, being 


1585 0 Ht he was about ? Made anſwer, any thing that comes uppermoſt : And if be 


cCbanc'd to draw a Cock, he underwrit, This is a Cock, leſt People ſhould take it for a Fix, 
Juſt ſuch a one was be that painted, or that wrote ( for they are much the ſame) the Hiſtory 
of this new Don Quixote, that has lately peep'd out, and ventur'd to go a frrolling ; for 
bis Painting or 1 15 alt - al random, and any Fog that comes | uppermoſt, PF 
_ 3 He 


ET, 5 ) Part IL. 4 70. (8 ) See the 2 7 the reinpreſſ ion : of the h If- e F ernandez de Avel- 1 
laneda, Pu Part Il. cb. 717. 
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be's als net much unlike one Mauleon, a certain Poet, who was at Court ſome Years 
ago, and pretended to give anſwer extempore 10 any manner of Oueſticns. Some Body 


ald bim what was the meaning of Deum de Deo? Where 
pou the Genilema; 
very pertly in Spaniſh, De donde de diere, bat is, Hab nab at a Venture, anſwer'd 


go, The ſame Don Quixote, diſcourſing on another Occaſion with Don Alvaro 7 arfe 


(who in the Arragonian's Hiſtory fills a great many Pages) holds this D ialogue WR 


him: (i) „ Pray, Sir, ſaid Don Quixote 79 Senor Don Alvaro, be pleasd to tell me 
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one Thing; Am I any thing like that Don Quixote of yours? The fartheſt from it 


in the World, Sir, reply'd the other. And had he, ſaid our Knight, one Sancho 


Panza for his Squire? Yes, ſaid Don Alvaro, but l was the moſt de 
. , 5 ceiv'd in hi 
that cou d be; for by common Report that ſame Squire was a comical, "wag Fet- 


low, but I found him a very great Blockhead. I thought no leſs, quoth Sancho 


for every Man is not capable of ſaying comical Things; and that $ 
5 ancho et Ik 
of muſt be ſome paultry Raggamuffin, ſome guttling Muroper, or piering Crack" 


rope, I warrant him. For 'tis I am the true Sau, Paizz ; *tis I am the merry- 


conceited Squire, that have always a Tinker's Budget full of Wit and 

Wagg 
that wil make Gravity grin in ſpite of its Teeth. If you won't believe = hs. 
but try me; keep my Company but for a Twelvemonth, or lo, you'll find what” 
a ſhower of Jokes and notable! things drop from me every Foot. Adad ! I ſet 


every Body a laughing, many times, and yet I wiſh 1 may be hang'd, it I deſign'd | : 


it in the leaſt. And then for the true Don Puixote de la Mancha, here you have 
him before you. The ſtanch, the famous, the valiant, the wiſe, the loving Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, the Righter of Wrongs, the Puniſher of Wickedneſs, the 


Father to the Fatherleſs, the Bully-rock of W idows, the Maintainer of Damſcls and 


Maidens; he whoſe only Dear and Sweet-heart is the Pecrleſs Dulcinea del Toboſo; 

here he is, and here am I his Squire. All other Don Quirote's and, all . 
Panza's beſides us two, are but Shams, and Tales of a Tub. Now by the Sword 
of St. Jago, honeſt Friend, ſaid Don Alvaro, believe as much; for the little thou 
haſt utter'd now, has more of Humour than all I ever heard come from the other. 
The Blockhead ſeem'd to carry all his Brains in his Guts, there's nothing a Jeſt with 
him but filling his Belly, and the Rogue's too heavy to be diverting. For m 

part, I believe the Inchanters that Perſecute the good Don Quinote, have ſent = 
bad one to perſecute me too. I can't tell what to make of this Matter, for, though 


I can take my Oath, I left one Don Quixote under the Surgeon” s Hands at the Nun- 
LE 


cio's in Toledo, (* yet here ſtarts up another Don Quixôde quite different from mine 


For my part, faid our Knight, I dare not avow my ſelf the Goo 

ture to fay, I am not the Bad one; and as a Proof of it, Sir, froth is. Gt 
the whole Courſe of my Lite, I never faw the City of Saragoſa; and fo Ba aa - ; 
that hearing this Uſurper of my Name had appear'd there at the Turnament 1 
declin'd coming ncar it, being reſolv'd to convince the World that he was an Ia 


poftor. I directed my Courſe to Barcelona, the Seat of Urbanity, the Sanct 
Strangers, t the Refuge of the diſtreſſed, the Mother of Men of * . of SY 


ſer of the os 'd, the Reſidence of true Friendſhip, and the firſt City of the Werd. 


c er 
(i) Part II. ch. 72. 0) See Ayellanedæ Continuation, 1 36. | 
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A 4+ for Beauty and Situation. And though ſome Accidents that befel me there, are ſo 
„„ f « far from being grateful to my Thoughts, that they are a ſenſible Mortification to me 3 

& yet in my Reflection, of having ſeen that City, I find Pleaſure enough to alleviate 

„ my Misſortune: In ſhort, Don Alvaro, am that Don Quixote de Ia Mancha, whom 

% Fame has celebrated, and not the pitiful Wretch who has uſurp'd my Name, and 

&< od arrogate to himſelf the Honour of my Deſign. Sir, you are a Gentleman, 

and I hope will not deny me the Favour to depoſe before the Magiſtrate of this 

&« Place, that you never ſaw me in ail your Life till this Day, and that I am not 

& the Don Puixote mention'd in the () Second Part; nor was this Sancho Panza my 

&« Squire, the Perſon you knew formerly, With all my Heart, faid Den Alvaro, tho 

„ muſt own my ſelf not a little confounded to find at the ſame time, two Don 

« Ovixctes, and two Sancho Panza's, as diflerent in Behaviour as they are alike in 

ce Appellation: For my part, I don't know what to think of it; and ſo | again ſay and 

« affirm, that I have ſcen what J have not ſcen, and that That has befal'n me which has 

„ not betal'n me.. .. Here the Mayor, or Bailiff of the Town happening to come 
„ into the Inn, with a Publick Notary, Don Quinte de ſit'd him to take the Depoſi- 
d tion which Don Alvaro Tarſe was ready to give, where he certify'd and declar'd, 
„That the ſaid Deponent had not any Knowledge of the Don Quinoie there preſent, and 
4 thatthe ſaid Don Quixote was not the ſame Perſon that he this Deponent had ſeen mentio- 
ee ned in a certain printed Hiſtory, intituled, or called, Tyr Second PART or Don 
„% (QuixoTE DE LA MANCHA, written by AVELLANEDA, a Native of Tordeſillas. 
« In ſhort, the Magiſtrate drew up and ingroſs'd the Affidavit in due Form, and the 
„ Teſtimonial wanted nothing to make it anſwer all the Intentions of Don Quixote 
« and Sancho, who were as much pleas'd as if it had been a Matter of the laſt Con- 
«6 ſequence, and that their Words and Behaviour had not been enough to make the 
„ Diſlinton between the two Don Quixote's and the two Sancho's. The Compliments. 
% and Offers of Service that paſs'd after, between Don Alvaro and Don Quixote, were 
many, and our Knight of La Mancha behav'd himſelf with ſo much Diſcretion, that 
„Don Alvaro was convinc'd he was miſtaken ; tho' he thought there was ſome In- 
e chantment in the Caſe, ſince he had thus met with two Knights and two Squires of 
4 the fame Name and Profeſſion, and yet ſo very different. : 


91. Laſtly; the fame Don Ovixote de la Mancha, or rather, Alonso Quixano the 
Good, being now reſtor'd to his right Senſes and perſect Judgment, in one of the 
"Clauſes of his Will, directs as follows: (m) Item, I entreat my ſaid Executors (the Curate 
Pero Perez, and Mr. Sampſon Carraſco the Bachelor, who were preſent!) bal if at any 
lime they have the Good-fortune to meet with the ſupposd Author of the Second Part of the 
© Aichievements of Don Quixote de la Mancha, !bey wou'd from me moſt heartily beg bis 
Hardin for my being undeſignediy the Occaſion of his coriling ſuch a Parcel of Imperlinences 
4 is contain'd in that Book, fer it is the greateſt Burden io my departing Soul, that ever I 
tons the Cauſe of making ſuch a Thing public. e inn 0gns > 
0 Very much in the right, therefore, was Cervantes, and great reaſon had he, 
when he faid that the Glory of continuing with Felicity the Hiſtory of Don Quixcte de 
la Mancha, was reſerv'd for his Pen alone. And leſt this ſhou'd ſound like is. | 
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be put the following judicious Speech in the Mouth of Cid Ilamet Benengeli, addreſ- 
fing himſelf to his Pen. Here ſays Cervantes, (n) The ſagacious Cid Hamet ſpoke 
„ to his Pen: O Thou my ſlender Pen, thou, of whoſe Knib, whether well or ill 
„ cut, 1 dare not ſpeak my Thoughts! ſuſpended by this Wire, remain upon this 
„Rack, where I depoſite thee. There may'ſt thou claim a Being many Ages, un- 
« Jefs preſumptuous Scribblers take thee down to profane thee, But e'er they lay 
« their heavy Hands on thee, bid them beware, and, as well as thou e in their 
&« own Stile, tell' em, 
(o) ** Avannt, ye Sat all as fe! | 
Pm kept for no ſuch thing, rg 
« Defile not me; but hang yourſelves ; 5 
And fo God ſave the King, es 
40 For me alone was the great Don Quixote born, and alone for him. Deeds were 
ce his Task; and to record 'em, mine: We two, like Tallies for each other ſtruck 
cc are nothing when apart. In vain the ſpurious Scribe of Tordeſillas dard with his 
& blunt and bungling Oftridge-Quill invade the Deeds of my moſt valorous Knight: 
« The great Attempt derides his feeble Skill, while he betrays a Senſe benumm'd 
d and frozen. And thou, Reader, (p) if ever thou canſt find him out in his Obſcu— 
4c rity, I beſeech thee adviſe him likewiſe to let the wearied, mouldring Bones of 
e Don Quixote, reſt quiet in the Earth that covers them. Let him not expoſe 'em 
% in (4) Old Caſtile, againſt the Sanctions of Death, impiouſly raking him out of 
de the Grave where he really lies ſtretch'd out beyond a Poſſibility of making a third 
c Act and taking a new Ramble round the World. The two Sallies that he has 
« made already (7) (which are the Subject of theſe two Volumes, and have met with 
e ſuch univerſal Applauſe in this and other Kingdoms) are ſufficient to ridicule the 
6 pretended Adventures 6f other Knights-Errant. Thus adviling him for the beſt, 
& thou ſhalt diſcharge the Duty of a Chrifti n, and do good to him that wiſhes thee 5 
* evil, As for me, (s) I muſt eſteem myſelf happy and gain my End in rendring 
i thoſe fabulous, nonſenſical Stories of Knight-Errantry, the Object of the public 
% Averſion. They are already going down, and I do not doubt but they will drop N 
& and fall together in good carneſt, never to riſe again: Adieu. 
An indeed, aſſoon as the Firſt Part of Don Puixote came out, this Knight-Errane: | 
began to put down all the reſt, and made them hide their Heads; and after the Se- 
cond Part was publiſh'd, Auno 1615, the Applauſe which this Work gain'd was ſo 
great an- 4 extenſive that very ſew Works have obtain'd in the World fo great, fo uni- 
verſal and ſo laſting an Approbation. For there are Books which are eſteem'd for no 
dther reaſon but becauſe their Stile is a Text for the dead [, anguages; others Which 
are become famous thro* ſome Circumſtances of the Time they were writ in, which 
Deng a and gone their Applauſe 18 ceas'd too; others will always be valu'd on ac- 
- 1 count 


„ ) Part I. at '!s End. (o) Tate, tate, hence cos, ge. Theſe Wards grein an old Romance . 
which / have Fange t the name f. (p) A ſian how obj; ure th: Tordeiillian Author was. (1) The ſilly 
Continuator in his 0 ter hints as if he deſigu'd to write ſome of Don Quxotc's Rab! les in Old 
- Caltile; (7% Had hot of the Second Part been recken'd in, thire wou'd be three Sallies of Don 7 

Quixcte, hi Ce: vantes ſpeaks r:pon a e that an the OO Part was tar as (s) This is 
MViichac, e de Cervantes Saavedra, | 


count of the Weight and Importance of che Subject they treat of. Whereas thoſ: of 
Cervantes, tho' written on a ridiculous Subject, and tho? the Spaniſh Dominion is not 
ſo extenſive as it was then, and tho' written in a living Language which is confin'd 


to certain Bounds ; yet they live, and triumph in ſpite of Oblivion: And are at this 
Day as neceſſary in the World, as when they firſt came out; for after France had, 


thro' the happy Protection of Lows XIV. arriv'd to the height of Learning, it be- 
gan to decline, and for want of a Sirmond, a Brſſuet, a Huet, and ſuch like learned 


Men of immortal Memory, who ſoon aſter went off the Stage, a Spirit of Novellixing 
began to prevail; and a Fondneſs for Fables has taken ſuch root that their Literary 
Journals are ſtuff d with 'em, and hardly any other ſort of Books come to us from 
Trance. The Miſchicf, formerly caus'd by ſuch Fables, was ſo great, that it might 
be ſaid to be univerſal. Which made that moſt intelligent Cenſor of the Republick of 
gy Ludgvicus Vives, ſo grievouſiy deplore the corrupt Manners of the Times he liv'd 
in: (1) What a way of living is this, ſaid he, What Times are we fal'n into, that nothing 
hit Ribaldry will paſs for goed Poetry, and obſcene Ballads for fine Sonnets ? It is high 
time the Magiſtrates took cognizance of this Evil, and that ſame Proviſion were made againſt it 
by Law, as alſo againſt ſuch peſtilential Books in Spain, as Amadis, Eſplandian, Floriſando, 
 "Tirante, Triſtran : Whoſe Extravagancies knew no Bounds : Each Day produces more and 
more of em; ſuch as Celeſtina the Baud, the Mother of all Wickedneſs, and Sink of all 
 Leudneſ5. - In France, Lancelot of the Lake, Paris and Vienna, Puntho and Sidonia, 
Peter of Provence and Magalona, Meliſendra, the inexorable Matron. Here in Flanders 
(Vives wrote this at Bruges, where he liv'd Anno 1523.) Florian and Blanca-Flor, 
Leonela and Canamor, Curias and Floreta, Pyramus and Thisbe. Some there are tran 
lated out of Latin into the vulgar Tongues, as Poggius's Book of Stories which fails both in 
Point of Medeſly and. Religion, (u) Euryalus and Lucretia, Bocace*s hundred Novels. A 
_ wohich Books were woritlen by Men that liv'd an idle Life, or were ill employ'd, of no Ex- 
perience, or Abilities, given up to Vice, and all manner of Iilthineſs. In which I am 
amaz'd People ud find any thing to delight 'em. But we are nalurally perverſe and 
prone to Evil. A powerful and moſt effectual Remedy therefore was that which the 
molt ingenious Cervantes apply'd, ſince it purg'd the Minds of all Europe, and cur'd 
them of that invcterate radicated Fondneſs they had for thoſe contagious Books. Again 
therefore let Don Quixote de la Mancha appear, and let one Madman undeceive many 
voluntary Madmen: Let one Man of Senſe, like Cervantes, divert and reclaim fo 
many idle and melancholick Perſons, with the pleaſing and entertaining Products of 


mis artful and ingenious. Pen, I mcan his Books of Den Quinte, of which there has 


been a long diſpute which of the two Parts is beſt : That which con tains the firſt and 
5 ſecond Sally of our Champion; or the third? 
93. Far from taking upon me to decide ſo nice a Queſtion, 1 ſhall le e do 
it himſolf, who having heard the Judgment which ſome had anticipately made, intro- 
duced the following Converſation between Don Quixote, the Bachelor Sampſon Car- 


8 F460, 6 and Sanch9 Panza. . (x) aid Don un cOtc, the Author (that i is, Cid Hamer Fi 


Benengeli) 155 


mu De Cluiftiant Fan 1 Lib. J. cap. ets non |! Tees Scripteres, To 8 (a) A We- 
wel by FEncas Sylvius, before *s was Pipe, and when he was val a Ape rich Thane FUTAG> | 


„ 3. ( Part HL ch, 4: 


Mrcnasr DFE CnnranTzs SAAVEDRA. - 
Benengel; ) promiſes A Srconnd Part? He dies ſo, ſaid Carraſco : But be ſays; ( he 


cannot find it, neither can he diſcover who has it: So that we doubt whether it will come 
out or no; as well for this reaſon, as becauſe ſome People ſay that Second Parts are never. 
worth any thing ;, others cry, iber“ s enough of Don Quixote already : However, many of 
theſe that love Mirth better than Melancholy, cry out, Give us more Quixotery ; let hut 
Don Quixote appear, and Sancho talk, be it what it will, we are ſatisfyd. And how 
flands the Author affefled ? Said the Knight. Truly, anſtwer d Carraſco, as ſoon as ever 
be can find out the Hiſtory, which be is now looking for with all imaginable Induſtry, he 
is reſolv'd to ſend it immediately to the Preſs, the more for his own Profit than thre any 
Ambition of applauſe. What, quoth Sancho, does he deſign to do it to get a Penny by it? 
Nay, then we are like to have a rare Hiſtory indeed ; «ve ſhall have him botch and whip it 
up, like your Taylors on Eaſter-Eve, and give us a huddle of Flim-flams that will never 
Hang together ; for your haſly Work can never be done as it ſhould be. Let Mr. Moor 

take care how be goes to Work, for, my Life for his, I and my Maſter will flock him 
with ſuch a heap of Stuff in matter of Adventures and odd Chances, that he will have 


enough not only to write a S cond PART, but an Hundred. The poor Fellow, be- 


like, thinks wwe do nothing but ſleep on a Hay-Mow ; but let us once put Foot into the Stir- 
rop, and hel ſee what we are about: This at leaſt T'll be bold to ſay, that if my Maſter 
would be ruPd by me, we had been in the Field by this Time, undoing of Miſdeeds, and 
righting of Wrongs, as good Knights-Errant us'd to do, In which Colloquy Cervantes 
gives us to underſtand that he had pregnancy of Fancy enough to furniſh out not only one, 
but a hundred Don 2uixote's. The invention of the Second Part is no leſs agreeable than 
that of the ſirſt; and the Inſtruction is much greater. Beſides, in the principal Narration 
he has not intermixt any Novel totally foreign to his Subject; (a thing very much 
againſt the Art of Fable-writing ;) but he dextrouſly grafts in many Epiſodes very co- 
herene” with the main Deſign of the Story, which requires great Ingenuity and a ſingular 
Ability. Let us once more hear Cervantes himſelf. (z) We have it from the traditional 
Account of this Hiſtory, that there is a manifeſt Difference between the Tranſlation and the 
Arabick in the beginning of this Chapter; Cid Hamet having taken an Occaſion of criti. 
ciſing on himſelf FS undertaking fo dry and limited a Subject, ch muſt confine him to the 
: bare. Hiſtory of Don Quixote and Sancho, and debar him the Liberty of lanching into 
 Etiſedes and Digreſſions that might be of more Weight and Entertainment. To have his 
nes his Hand and Pen bound up to a ſingle Deli zn, and bis Sentiments conſin'd to te 
Meuths of ſp few Perſons, he urg'd as an inſupportable Toil, and of ſmall Credit to the 
Undertaker; ſo that, to avoid this Inconveniency, he has introducd into TUR FIRST 
PART, ſome Novels, as Tux CuR1ovus IMPERTINENT, and that of the 
CarTive, which were in a manner diſtin} from the Deſign, ile the reſt of the 
Stories which he brought in there, fall naturally enoug in with Don QuixotC's. Afſuirs, 
- end ſeem of Neceſſuty to claim a Place in the Mork. I. was his Opinion likew ie," at Oo © 
bas told us, that the Adventures of Don Quixote, requiring ſo great a ſhare of the Rea- - 
ders Attention, his Ncvels mit 65 peer. but an indifferent KRecepiinnm, or, al m Nt, but a 

5 curſery View, not ſufficient lo difcever their artificial Contexture, which muſt have been very 
cbvious had the 7 been 7 e d by themſelves, without the Interludes of Don Quixote': 
; E N om. i 
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Madneſs, or Sancho's Impertinence. Ile has therefore in THE S HCD PAR 
avoided all ditinft and Independent Novels, introducing only ſome Epiſodes which may bave 
the appearance of (a) being fo, yet flaw naturally from the Defign of the Story, and theſe 
but ſeldom, and with as much Brevity as they can be expreſ9d. Therefore ſince be has ty'd 
bimſelf up to ſuch narrow Bounds, and confin'd his Underſtanding and Parts, otherwiſe ca- 
pable of the moſt copious Subjeft, to the pure Matter of this preſent Undertaking, he begs it 
may add a value to his Wort; and that be may be commended, not ſo much for what he 
has writ, as for what be has forborn to write. Such therefore as ſay that Cervantes in 
his Second Part has not equall'd himſelf, wow'd do well to conſider whether their Opi- 
nion does not ariſe either from the Tradition of thoſe who are ſo enamour'd of the 
Firſt Part, as to think it incapable of a Second; or elſe from their want of Sagacity 
which makes em regret in this latter the miſs of thoſe very things which Cervantes 
himſelf confeſt were, in the former, either Deſects of Art or Liberties of the Artiſt i aa 
order to give his own Fancy an Airing and divert that of the Reader. 

94. Amidſt ſo many and ſuch juſt Commendations both on account of Cervantes's 
admirable Invention, prudent Diſpoſition and ſingular Eloquence; as a Writer is but 
one, and his Readers many, and an Author's Thoughts being taken up in inventing 7 
he ſometimes is carry'd away by the Vivacity of his Fancy: And this being over? 
kbruitful, the very multitude of Circumſtances does it ſelf often occaſion them to diſa- 

gree with each other, and not co-incide exactly with the Time and Place wherein they 
are feign'd to be tranſacted; it is not much to be wonder'd at if Michael de Cervantes 
is ſometimes found tardy in point of Probability and Chronology : In which he is not 
alone, but has Companions enow, cv'n as many as have hitherto publiſh'd any Works 


of a difluſive Invention; for in all ſuch there are the like Overſights to be met with. 


Of this Cervantes himſelf was very ſenſible, for having been cenſur'd for ſome things 
he had written in his FIRST PART, he own'd his Negligences in the Third and 
Fourth Chapters of his 8 cond PART, where he retracted many of his Errors 
with the ſame Frankneſs with which he confeſt them, and endeavour'd to varniſh over 
others with ſuch ingenious Excuſes as make his very Apology a new and glorious 
ſort of. Confeſſion. In ſhort, his Genius was of ſo noble and generous a kind, that 
were he now alive, and new Cenſures were paſt upon him, had they been juſt and 
well ounces; he would. N have thought himſelf beholden to the Authors of 5 
them. | | 
95. " Nomidiflanding I am one of Cirque 5 preateſt A nay the rather be⸗ 
: cauſe I am ſo, I will be bold to lay that in ſome Inſtances he has exceeded the limits 
of Probability, and even touch'd the Borders of a manifeſt Falfity. For in the fa- 
mous Combat between him and the Biſcayan, ſuppoſing that Don Duixote ſet upon 
him with a full Reſolution to kill him, it is by no means likely that the Biſcayan who 
muſt have his Left hand ingag'd in the Reins of the Mule, ſhou'd have time not: only 
to draw his Sword with his Right, but to ſnatch a Cuſhion out of the Coach to ſerve - 
him inſtead of a Shield, fince thoſe who were in the Coach muſt naturally be ſup- _ 
pos'd to be fitting upon it, and if they were not, ſtill 'tis difficult to conceive how _ 
the Biſcayan cou'd take the Cuſhion ſo e, conlidering with what Fury Don 
_ Quixote ruſht upon him. 96. Nei- 
"Rt a ) That i Un which may 10 lite Nad, as in truth th tho are, | . 
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96. Neither does it ſeem to me a whit more likely that Camilla, in the Novel of 
the Curious Impertinent, ſhou'd talk to her ſelf ſo much and fo loud as to be heard by 
Anſelmo, who was conceal'd in the Wardrobe during that long Soliloquy, For tho? Dra- 
matic Writers introduce Soliloquies into their Plays, it is done with an intent that the 
Spectators may be made acquainted with the ſecret Thoughts of the Perſons repreſent- 


ed in the Play, and not that the Actors or Perſons introduc d on the Stage ſhou'd hear e 


ſuch Speeches, eſpecially ſuch prolix ones. 


97. The Diſcourſe of Sancho Panza to his Maſter Don Quixote, related i in Chap. LV 11, 
of the Second Part, certainly exceeds the Capacity of ſo ſimple and illiterate a Fellow. 
I will not charge Cervantes with the unlikelineſs of the following Aſſertion of his: 
( This Gines de Paſſamonte, whom Don Quixote call'd Gineſillo de Parapilla, «vas the 

very Man that ſtole Sancho's Aſs; the manner of which Robbery, and the time when it 
was committed, being not inſerted in the Firſt Part, has been the reaſon that ſome People 

bave laid that, which was caus'd by the Printer's neglect, to the Inadvertency of the Au- 
thor, But 'tis beyond all Queſtion, that Gines ſtole the Aſs while Sancho ſlept on his 
Back, making uſe of the ſame Trick and Artifice which Brunello praftiyd when be carryd 
„ Sacripante*s Horſe from under bis Legs, at the Siege of Albraea ; but afterwards San- 
cho recover'd his Aſs again, as hath been related. I ſay I will not lay it at Cervantess 
door that this Invention ſeems rather poſſible than probable; becauſe it is obvious Cer- 
vante,'s aim in this was only to reprove ſuch Authors who are wont to charge their 
own Errors on the Negligence of the Printers, without conſidering that the Errors of 
the Preſs for the moſt part conſiſt only in a few Literals or Verbals and ſometimes 


perhaps in omitting ſome ſmall Period. As for the manner how and the time when OD 


Gine/illo ſtole the Aſs; it ſeems to me, if I don't very much miſtake in my judgment 


of Cervantes way of Thinking, his ſole End was to ridicule the IE of ſtealing : 


Sacripante's Horſe in that manner. 

9. But I am at a loſs to excuſe the fippoſing it poſſible, at 4 in a Town of Ar- 
ragen, of above a thouſand Inhabitants, a Mock- Government, as Sancho's was, ſhou'd 
continue ſo long as eight or ten Days. Whether this is likely, let the Arragonians ſay. 
What I am certain of, is this, that there being in Arragon no Cavern half a League 


long, it is contrary to all Truth to ſay Sancho Panza went thro' it ſo far, til he ſtopt 1 


at a Place where Don Quixcie from above heard his Lamentations, 
99. As little do I know how to excuſe Cervantes Saying (c) Fame and Traditi- 


hs on had preſerv'd in the Memoirs of La Mancha that Don Quixote after his third Sally 


went to Saragoſa, where he was preſent at certain famous Turnaments and met there 
with Occaſions worthy the Exerciſe of his Valour and good Senſe ; and afterwards _ 
the ſame Cervantes comes and ſays in his Second Part that Don Quixote declared he 

wou'd not ſet his Foot in Saragoſa, in order to make the modern Hiſtorian (Avel- 


: laneda) a Lyar, fince had he made him go to the Turnaments of Sarageſa, he had only e 
follow d common Fame. 


Ico. Another Overſight of Cervantes 1s his calling perched 3 Wife by the Name of | 

= Joan Gutierrez or Joan Panza, which is the ſame thing, for in La Mancha, tho' not 

in other Parts of ain, the Wives 8⁰ by their Husbands Surnames, and yet he finds 
yy A 7 roo ni fault 
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fault with the Arraponian Continuator for calling her by the Name of Gutierrez, tho? 
he himſelf likewiſe thro? his whole Second Part calls her Tereſa Pauza. | 

101. Beſides, whoever wou'd take the pains to form a Diary of Don Quixote's 8a 
lies, will find Cervantes's Account pretty erroneous, and not conformable to the Ac- 
cidents and Adventures related. 

102. In one thing Cervantes ought to be treated with ſome Rigour, and that i is in the 
Anachroniſms or Retroceſſions of time; for having himſelf fo Juſtly reflected upon his 
Cotemporary Play-wrights in this particular, ſuch Detects ought to be cenſured in 
him. I hall point out ſome of them. | | 

103. But for the better Underſtanding what I'm going to ſay, it is neceſſary to pre - 
miſc, that it hath been the Cuſtom of many who have publiſh'd Books of Knight-Erran- 
try, in order to gain them Credit to ſay that they were found in ſuch a certain place, 
written in very ancient Characters difficult to re Thus Garci-Ordiiez de Montalvo, 
Regidor of Medina del Campo, after he had ſaid, bu had corrected the three Books of 
Malls which thro' the Fault of bad Writers or Compoſers were very much corrupt- 
eld and full of Errors, immediately added, that he had publiſh'd thoſe Books, !ran/- 
lating and improving the Fourth B ook with the Exploits of Eſplandian Armadis's Son, 
ꝛbich till then no Man remembers ever lo have ſeen or met with in any Memoirs; that by 
great Gred-luck it was diſcever'd in a Stone-tomb, which, deep in the Earth, in a ler- 
milage hard by Conſtantinople, was found, and brought by an Hungarian Merchant into 
Spain, wrote upon Parchment in a Letter ſo old that it was ſcarce legible by thoſe who un- 

derſtood the Language, Cervantes herein imitating Garci- Ordities de Montalvo, ſays: 
d) By Good-fortune be had met with an ancient Phyſician, who bad a Leaden Box in 
bis Poſſe ion, which, as he aſſur'd me, was fountl in the Ruins of an old Hermitage, asg it 
was rebuilding. In this Box were certain Scrolls of Parchment written in Gothick Cha- 
ratlers, but containing Verſes in the Spaniſh Tongue, in which/many of his (Don Quixote's) | 
noble Als were ſung, and Dulcinea del Tobolop Beauty celebrated, Rozinante's Figure 
deſcrilbd, and Sancho Panza's Fidelity applauded. They likewiſe gave an account of Don 0 
Qu1xote's Place of Burial, with ſeveral 2 itaphs and Elogiums on his Life and Mau- 
ners. Cervantes wrote this in the Year 1604, and printed i it in the Year following, 1 
leave it to the judicious Reader to determine the Age in which according to the atore- 
ſaid Circumſtances Don Quixote mult be ſuppos'd to have liv'd. An ancient Phy ſici- 
yo giving an account of the finding certain Parchments containing E pitaphs on Don 

Quixote; that they were frſt diſcover d under the Foundation of an old Hermitage, 
and written in Gotbick Letters, the Uſe whereof was prohibited in Spain in the time 


of King Alonſo the Sixth; are all (e) Circumſtances which infer a diſtance of ſome Ages 1 


paſt, An@this very thing is ſuppos'd in a Diſcourſe of Don Quixcte's, no leſs occultly 
Learned than agreeably Romantic: (f) ave you net read, cryd Don Quixote, the 
Annals and Hiſtory of Britain, where are regiſler'd the famous Deeds of King Arthur, (King 
Artus in Spaniſh Romances ) who, according to an ancient Tradition in that Kingdom, ne- 
wer dy'd, but was turn'd into a Crow by Inchantment, and ſhall one Day reſume his 
former Shape, and recover his Kingdom again? For which reaſan ſince that time, the Peo- 
1 of Great Britain dare not fer to Kill a Cray, in abr Baud King's Time, the mejt 
EE le _ 
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Noble Order of the Ruigbis of the Round Table was firſt inſtituted, and then alſo the Amours 
between Sir Lancelot of the Lake and Queen Guinever were really tranſacted, as that Hiſa 
tory relates; they being nanag'd and carry'd on by the Mediation of that Honourable Ma- 
tron the Lady Quintafiona, which preduced that Excellent Hiftcry in Verſe fo ſung and ce- 
lebrated here in 8. pain: = 
There never was on Farth a Knight 
9% chailed on by Ladies fair, - | Ro DR ROM 
4 once Was He Sir Lancelot hight, 
When firſt be lefl his Country teas « 


Aud the Reſt, which gives fo delightful an Account both of br Lives ard F eats of Arms. 

im that Time the Order of Knizhihoed was delivered dewn from Hand to Hand, and has 

by degrees dilated and extended ith If into moſt Parts of the IVorld. Then did the Great 
; tis de Gaule /ignalize Limſelf by Heriick Exploits, and fo did bis Offspring to the fifth 


Generation. The Valorous Felix-Marte of Hyrcania then got immortal Fame, ard that 
undaunted Knight Tirante the ite, (g) who never can be applauded to his Worth. Nay, 
HAD WE BUT LIV'D.A LITTLE SOONER,, We might have been bleſt with the 
Converſation of that invincible Knicht, 11 Valorous Don Belianis of Greece. And this, 
Gentlemen, is that Order of Chivalr: „, Which, as much a Sinner as Tam, 1 profeſs, with 
a due Obſervance of the Laws which thoſe brave Knights obſert*d before me. If there- 


fore Don Quixote was fo near the Time in which Don Belianis 6f Greece and the other 


numerous Knights-Errant are feign'd to have liv'd, having referr'd them to the Ages 
Immediately ſucceeding the Origin of Chriſtianity, as has been obſcrv'd and cenſur'd by 


the learned Author of . Dialogue of the Languages beforemention? d (þ), it follows that 


Don Quixote de la Mancha muſt be ſuppos'd to have liv'd many Centuries ago, How 
then comes Cervantes to talk of Coaches (i) being 1 in Uſe in Don 9nixote's time? Since 
we ar&%old 0 Genzelo Fernandez de 90 in the Second Part of the Officers of the Roy- 


4 Houfhold that the Princeſs Margaret when The came to be eſpous'd to the Prince Don 


John, brought i in the Ule of Chariots. or Coaches with four I heels, and when ſhe return- 


ed again to Flanders a Widow, ſuch ſort of Carriages ceas'd, and Litters came again into 
play. And even in France itſelf, from whence we had wh F aſhion, as almoſt all others, 


the Uſe of Coaches is of no ancient date; for John de Laval Boiſdauphin of the Houle 


of Aemer arg, was the firſt Perſon who, towards the cloſe of Y ancis the iſt's Reign, 
made uſe of a Coach becauſe of his Corpulency which was fo exceſſive he could not ride 


on Horſeback. In the Reign of Henry IId there were in the Court of France but two 


Coaches in all, one ſor the Queen his Conſort, and another for his natural Daughter 
the Lady Diana. In the City of Paris, Cbriſtapher de Thou (Thua Ns) beingnominated _ 


Firſt Preſident, was the Firſt that had a Coach; but he never went in it to the Roy al 
Palace, Theſe Examples which either Grandeur or Neceſt] ty firſt introduced, were 
ſoon fo perniciouſly prevalent, that nothing could come up to the ai of them. As 
for Spain, Don Lerenzo Vander Ilamin & Leon writing upon this Subject in the Firſt 


: Bock Lg. Don 1 Jour of Auſtria! s el has the e warm 1 Exp reſſions: There camec 


Charles 


= 7) Cervantes Vinſul 3 the Meth i the C urate ver y. m1 mech comme: 5 this Buck as a Thaakirs of 
' Delight, and a Mine if P aſtime. But Ludovicus Vives condemns it, and all others of the ſame Stamp, 
(b) Page 161. (i) Part I. ch. G, 95 and Pari i, ch. 36, &c. cc. 
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Charles Pubeſt a Servant of Charles the Vth. King and Emperor, in a Coach or Chari, 
ſuch as are uſed in thiſe Provinces: A 1 bing very rarely ſeen in theſe Kingdoms. Whols 
Cities ran out to flare at it, fo little known was this ſort of Pleaſure at that Time. For then 
they only made uſe of Carts drawn by Oxen, and in them were often ſeen riding the moſt conſi- 
derable Perſons even of the Court. Don John (for example ) went ſeveral Times to viſit 
the Church of our Lady de Regla (the Loreto of Andaluzia) in one of theſe Wain: or Carts 
in Company with the Dutcheſs of Medina. This was the Practice of that Time. But with- 
in a few Years (threeſcore and ten or thereabouts) it was found neceſſary to prohibit Coaches 
Ya Royal Proclamation. To ſuch a Height was this infernal Vice got, which has dene ſo © 
much Miſchief to Caſtile. In order to paint forth this Abuſe, Cervantes brings in Tereſa 
Panza, Wife to a poor labouring Man, expreſſing mighty hopes of riding in a Coach, 
purely upon the conceit of her Husband's being Governor of the Iſland Barataria, In 
like manner, to ridicule ſome Doctors Degrees which were conferred in his Time, and 
which ought to have been beſtowed on ſuch as were Men of Learning but were far 
from being ſo, he mentions ſome Licentiates who were Graduated in the Univerſities of 


Siguenza and Ofſuna in Don Quixoies Time, whereas the Univerſity of Sizuenza was 


(by advice of Cardinal Ximenez) erected by Jobn Lopez de Medina, Privy Counſellor to 
Henry IVth and his Envoy at Rome about the Year 1500. Later yet, in 1348, the 
Univerſity of Oſna was founded, with Charles Vth's and Pope Paul IIId's Approba- . 
tion, by Don John Tellez de Giron, Conde de Ureña. Had Cervantes liv'd in theſe our 
Days ; he would have ſaid much more upon this Article of Degrees. - But let Den Di- 
ego de Saavedra in his Republica Literaria be his Commentator. 


104. It is likewiſe an Inadvertency to allude, (as he does) in the ſuppos'd Tic ime of 


7 Don Quixote, to the Council of Trent which began to ſit 1 in 1344, under the Pontificate Ee 


of Paul IIId. and broke up in Pope Pius IVth's Time. 
1086. Cervantes likewiſe: makes the Curate ſpeak of America bake Americys Veſpuſius, 7 
the Horentine, (in 1497) had ſet his Foot in it, and call'd it by his Name, being in that re- 


8 ſpect more happy than Chriſtopher Columbus the Genoeſe, who firſt diſcover'd it in 1492. 


106. Neither ought he to have mention*d Fernand Cortes, or talk't of the Nimbleneſs of 
the Mexican Tockeys i in mounting a Horſeback, before ever Corles, who conquer'd Mexi- 


co, breathed Vital Air, and before there were any Horſes in that Country. He like- 


' wiſe names the famous Hill of Potaſi before its prodigious Veins of Silver were diſcover'd 
by that barbarous mighty Hunter. Neither ought the Word Cacique (ſignifying 1 
petty King) which came from H jpaniola have been 38 into the Mouth of ſuch an : 


= Ignoramus as Sancho Panza. 


107. Again, the Art of Printing being 8 recent an . it  ſhowd not have 
been ſuppoſed to be known in Don Quixotes Time, nor ought mention to have been 
made of ſo many Modern Authors, both Foreigners and Spaniards. Foreigners, Ari- 


Ne, * Veriuo, Cache, Lafr ſo, y Sardinian , Pelidore 7 irgil and others. 
3 | 1 Among 


8 ü 


* n. ſays, Verne died . 1 He died. at 17, Pe than take his Pine 8 
Mes, which was a Wife, Politian made the 1 Þ 4 SOT on this very learned Y, euth and excel: 


leni Moral Pact of Florence: 


7 Sola Venus poterat lento ſuccurrere morbo, 3 "ents along bis f Tow. Diſcaf cord cure: 
Ne ſe — maluit ille . | 1 But He 05 — Aal, rather than Life not it Pure. 
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Among the Spaniards Garci-lafſi de la Vega, whom he ſometimes commends Expreſly, 
at other times quotes his Verſes (&) without naming him, and at other times alludes 
* to him. () Of Jobn Boſcan, a Poet Co- temporary with, and much a Friend 
of Garci-laſſo, Don Quixote ſays, (m) Old Boſcan call'd himſelf Nemoroſo : wherein he 
miſtakes, many ways, by calling him the Old or Ancient Boſean, and by alluding to 
Garci-laſſo de la Vega's Firſt Eclogue, 
108. Don Quixote himſelf, ſpeakipg very juſtly of the common misfortune attending 
Tranſlations, highly commends that of Paſtor Fido done by Doctor Chriſtopher Figueroa; 


and alſo that of Amintas done by Don John de Jauregui. Now the Reader muſt know 


that Doctor Suarez de Figueroa publiſh'd Guarini's Paſtor Fido, in Valencia, Anno, 
1609, printed by Pedro Patricio Mey; and Don Jobn de Jaurqgui, 7 aſſo's * in 
Seville, printed by Franciſco Lira, Anno 1618. in 40, 
109. Again, a Shepherdeſs, in diſcourſe with Don Quixote, anticipately i in point of 
time, names Camoens, and extolls him as a moſt excellent Poet even in his own Portu- © 
gueſe Tongue. (n) Her Words are theſe: Ve and ſome other Shepherdeſſes have got two 
Eclogues by heart ;, one of the famous Garci- laſſo, and the other of the moſt excellent Ca» _ 
moens in his own Language the Portugueze. Which is the ſame thing as condemning, 
the Spaniſh Tranſlations by Louis Gomez de Tapia, and others: whereas it is not poſſible 
for two ſuch reſembling Dialects of one andthe ſame Language to be equal in Diction 
and Harmony. 
110. In the celebrated Sixth Chapter of the Fi rſt Part, ** the Seating to be 
in This Quiaote's time, there are Criticiſms made on the Works of George de Montemayor, 
Gil Polo, Lopez Maldonado, Don Alonſo de Ercilla, Joon Rufo, Chriſtopher de Virver, 
and ev'n on the GALATEA of Cervantes himſelf, _ 


111, He likewiſe mentions (e) the Works of the landen Biſhop of Avila, Den Alonſo N 


Toſtado (Toſtatus,) a native of Madrigal, from whence he choſe to be ſtyled. He was 

born about the Year 1400, and dy'd in Bonilla de la Sierra the zd of September 1455. 
) He cites Dioſcorides illuſtrated by Doctor Laguna, printed at Salamanca, Anno 13863 
and the Proverbs of the Commendary Greigo, publiſh'd in the ſame City, Anno 1533. 


He quotes in like manner Villalpando's Summule, (4) whereas Doctor Goſar, Cardinal Ge -- 
J. illalpands printed them at Alcala Anno 1599. 


112. The Books which Cervantes cenſur'd without naming the Authors, almoſt all 
of 'em his Co-ælancans, are very numerous. I ſhall only point out a few, 
- "13. Speaking of the Tranſlation of Arioſlo, done by Geronimo de Urrea, which was 


5 printed at Lyons in 4to. by William Roville, Anno 1556. Cervantes makes the Curate © 


ſay, I cord willinzly have excus'd the good Captain who tranſlated it that Trouble of at- 
tempting 19 make him ſpeak Spaniſh, for he has deprived him of a great deal of his primitive 


Graces, a Misfortune incident to all thoſe who preſume to tranſlate. Verſes, ſince their ut- 


moſt Wit and Induſiry can never enable em to preſerve the native Beauties and Genius that 
. ſeine i in te Original. Fr rom whence may be inferr'd how much more inſipid were the 


| N | two 
(k) Part Il. ch. 6, &c. 1) Wa. ch. g. OWE Dy Thid. ch. 67. Cervantes here puns upon 8 


Foe likensfs, betwixt Boſcan and Boſque, which is Spaniſh or rather Gotizick for a Grove of Trees ( from 


whence perhaps our Word But.) Nemus in Latin ( from whence the Nemoroſo above q means 22 


VVV 


5 baw the Life 7 Man cou d reach to it. Stevens 5 Diel. ( J Part J. ch. 47. 


1 N 1 
two Tranſlations done in Proſe, and publiſh'd by two Toledians ; one, named Fernonds 
de Alcoctr, Anno 1510. the other Diego Vaſquez de Contreras, Anno 1585. Both of 
em as Wretched as Faithful Interpreters of Ariofto, 10 4 Letter, Farther on, the Curate 
ſpeaking of the three Diana's, viz. that of George de Montemayor, which contains the 
Firſt and the Second Part, publiſh'd at Madrid by Louis Sanchez, Anno 1545. in 12ves. 
That done by Alphonſo Perez, Doctor of Phyſick, known by the Name of Salmantino (the 
Salamancan) publiſh'd at Alcala, Anno 1564. in 8vg. and Laſtly, that of Gaſpar Gil Polo, 
Printed at Yalexcia, Anno 1564, The Curate, I fay, ſpeaking of the three Diana's 
ſays thus: Since we began with the Diana of Montemayor, I am of opinion we ought not 


entirely to burn it, but only take out that Part of it which treats of the Magician Felicia and 
_ the inchanted Water, as alſo all the longer Poems; and let the Work eſcape with its Proſe, 


and the Ilonour of being the Firſt of that Kind. Here's anther Diana, quoth the Barber, 


The Second of that Name, by Salmantino ; nay, and a Third too, by Gil Polo. Pray, 
ſaid the Curate, let Salmantino increaſe the Number of the Criminals in the Yard; but as 
for that of Gil Polo, preſerve it as charily, as if Apollo himſelf had wrote it. A little 
farther the Barber ſays again: Theſe that folly are the Shepherd of Iberia, the Nymphs 
of Henares, and the Cure of Jealouſy. Then there's no, more to do, ſaid the Curate, but 
to deliver them up to the ſecular Arm of the Hof, and do not act Wherefore, for 
_ then we ſhou'd never have done. As for the Author of the Cure of Jealouſy, 1 know not 
Who he was. The Shepherd of Iberia was written by Bernardo de la V ga, a native of 
Madrid, Canon of Tucuman in South America; it was printed Anno 1591 in 8vo. The 
Author of the Nymphs and Shepherds of Henares was Bernard Perez de Bobadilla, it was 
publiſh*d Arno 1587 in 8vo. Cervantes alluding to theſe two Cenſures, and deſiring the 
World ſhould know that in The Voyage to Parnaſſus (in which he brings in almoſt all 


the Poets in Hain) he had beſtowed Praiſes on ſeveral according to popular report; he 


introduc'd a Port that was diſſatisfy'd, upbraiding him with omitting theſe two Poets 
and for Cenſuring them as he has done ADOVE, . -The aid Poct falls __ Cervantes in 


thͤis manner: (7) 


"Tis true, Ba barian, Then 20 juftly 3 prais 4 RTE - . 
Sime few; an 2 ethers as unjuſily raid ” 
High as the Heav'ns, who in Oblivion lay . 
Nor [aw the Mu by Night, or Sun by Day. 
The Great Bernard, thou haſt of Fame beguil d, 
Iberia Shepherd, dm la Vega ſchl d. 
FJ) Nymphs and Shepherds of Henares „ 
Tor thy ill Uſage owe thee little Thanks. 


Cervantes in the latter part of his Poem has brought * upon the Stage he beforemen- 


Me tioned Bernardo de la Vena; but he has p. at him among the bad Poets, in Tee terms: 


Late came Theria?s Shepherd to tbe Muſter, 

| And with his Mit and Strength made beauy Bluſter. . 
114 10 proſe cuting che Scrutiny of Don Duixele's Books, the Barber ſas: The next. 
i the Shepherd of Filida. He s no  Shethberd, re: urmd the Curate, but a very Diſcrete 
 Courtter (Mcarang Louis Calc ves ae Montalvo, who Pin d his Shepherd of Filida at 
Madrid, 

1 In cb. Iv. of the gere to Parnaſſus. „ 
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Madrid, Anno 1582.) Keep him as a precious Jewel, Here's a much bigger Volume cry d 
the Barber, calld, The Treaſure of divers Poems. Had there been fewer of them, ſaid 


the Curate, they would have been more Eflteem'd. *Tis fit the Book ſpcud be pruned and 


clear'd of ſeveral Trifles that diſgrace the reſt. Keep it however, becauſe the Author is my 
very good I Triend, and for the Sake of his other more Heroick and Sublime Productions. 
This is Fr. Pedro Padilla, a Native of Linares, a Carmelite Monk, and once, as is re- 
ported, a Knight of the Order of St. James. Among other Poetical Works, he pub- 
liſh'd a Song-Book, in which are contain'd ſome martial Events of the Spaniſo Arms in 
Flanders. It was printed at Madrid by Franciſco Sanchez, Anno 1583. in 8vo, And 
Michael de Cervantes wrote ſome Laudatory Verſes on the Author of it. 
1156. In the cloſe of the Scrutiny, Cervantes ſays: At laſt the Curate grew ſo tired © 
wil prying into ſo many Volumes, that be order'd all the reſt to be burnt at a Venture, 
But the Barber ſhew'd him one which he had open d by chance &er the dreadful Sentence was 
paſid. Truly, ſaid the Curate, who ſaw by the Title *twas the Tears of Angelica, T 
ſhould have wept my ſelf, bad I caus'd ſuch a Book to ſhare the Condemnation of the reſt; 
for the Aiithor was not only one of the beſt Poets in Spain, but in the whole World, and 
tranſlated ſome of Ovid's Fables with extraordinary Succeſs, I take it, this refers to Cap- 
tain Franciſco de Adana, Alcaide (i. e. Governor) of San Sebaſtian, who bravel died in 
Africa, fighting againſt the Moors, whoſe glorious Death was celebrated in Octave 
- Rhimes by his Brother Coſmo de Adana, Gentleman-Uſher to PZilip II. in the begin- 
ning of his Sonnets and Octaves, which were printed at Milan, Anno 1587, in 8vo. 
This Ce/mo de Aldana printed all the Works he could find of his Brother Franciſco, at 
Madrid, at the Printing-houſe of Louis Sanchez, Anno 1 590, in 8vo. and having af- 
ter wards pickt up many more, he publiſh'd a Second Part at Madrid, printed by 
P. Madrigal, in 1591, in 8vo. Of this Franciſco de Adana his Brother Coſmo ſays, 
he tranſlated into blank Verſe Ovid's Eyiſiles, and compos'd a Work intituled Angelica, 
and Medoro, in innumerable Octaves: which were never printed, as not being to be 
found; by means of theſe two Works we come to know that Cervantes intended Fran- 
ciſco de Aldana, and not Louis Barahona de Soto, of whoſe compoſing we have twelve 
Canto's of the Anzelica, in purfi ance of Arioſto's Invention, Of this Poem Don Diego 
de Saavedra Tajardo ſpeaks, in his admirable Republica Literaria. And now with H rea- 
ter Luſtre apfear d Louis de Barahona, a learned Man, and of a Iifly Spirit; but he 
ſhared the Fortune of Avuſonius: he had no Body to adviſe with. And ſo he gave the 
| Reims to bis Fanc 95 without any Mcderaticn or Art. A Character which argues likewiſe 
that this was not the Poct on whom Cervantes beſtow'd ſach unbounded Praiſes, Our 
Author in the next Chapter proceeds thus: Upon Don Quixote loud Outcry they left 
further Sen ch ito the Books: and therefore li, bought the Carolca, and Leo of Spain, 
with the Famous Deeds of the Emperor, wrilten by Don Louis de Avi! 2, which doubt 
8 lf; were there, were mm ited to the Ilames, unſeen and unheard ; for if the Curate had 
found them, they, y would perhajs have received a more favourable Sentence, The Carolea 


Cervantes hete 1155 Ks of may be that Which . Sempere printed at Valencia 
Anno 13/0. in 24 I'm more inclin*d. to believe it to be that publiſnt at Liban, 
Anno 1305, by J ; O:bra : 3 = regard Core, in his Voyage to Parra 8 
fus, ſpeaking of che Lic vitae Poets giv'n him by Merci. ry,: » ſays thus: | 
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[: Te © 4175 Io 
I taok the Lift of Names, and, at the head, 
That of my Friend John de Ochoa, read: 
As true a Poet as a Chriſtian, lleñ]ô 
116. The Author of Leo of Spain was Pedro de la Vecilla Caftellaner, a Native of 
Leon, who publiſh'd his Poem and other Works, in Salamanca, Anno 1586. in 8vo. 
The Commentaries of Charles the Vth's Wars in Germany, had for its Author Don Louis 
de Avila i Zuniga, chief Commendary of Alcantara, a Perſon in great Eſteem with 
the Emperor, and highly celebrated by the Prime Wits and ableſt Nennen of that 
Age. 
117. Theſe Arachroniſms or Wobei in reſpect of Chronology relating to 


Nen of Learning are more than ſufficient: Thoſe committed by Cervantes in relation 


to Men of the Sword were likewiſe not a few; for he ſuppoſes that there was already 
written in Don Quixcte's Age, the (/) Hiſtory of the great Captain Hernandez de Cor- 


dova, together with the Life of Diego Garcia de Paredes ; whereas the former dy'din 
' Granada the 2d of December, 1515. of a Quartan Ague (i (to him fatal) in the 62d 


year of his Age; and the latter dy*d aged 64, in the Year 1533. and the Chronicles 
of 'em both were printed in Acad de Henares, by Herman Ramirez, Anno 1584. in 
Folio. 
118. He likewiſe introduces the Captive talking of the Famous Duke of Alva, Den is 
Ferdinand de Toledo, going over to Flanders. 
119. The ſame Captive adds that he went along with him, and ſery'd under wa] in 
all his Enterprizes : that he was preſent at the Executions of the Counts Egmont and 
Ihrn, and came to be an Enſign to a famous Captain of Guadalaxara, nam'd Diego 
de Urbina: He ſpeaks of the Illand of Cyprus being taken from the Yenetians by the 
Turks in 15713 as likewiſe of the League between the Holy Pontiff Pius V. and Spain 
apainſt the Common Enemy of Chriſtendom, and that Don John of Auſtria, natural 


Brother to Philip the IId was General of that Holy League. He ſays he was in the 


famous Sca- ſight of L.epanto in quality of a Captain of Foot, which Battle was fought 
and won by the Chriſtians the 7th of Otober, 1572. He ſays that Uchali King of Al. 
giers, a brave and bold Pirate, having boarded and taken the Admiral Galley of Malta, 
there being only three Knights left alive in it, and they much wounded, John Andrea 
Doria's Ship in which hc (the Captive) was with his Company, bearing up to ſuccour 
the ſaid Admiral, he (the Captive) leap'd into the Enemy's Galley, which ſhearing off 
from the other that had layd her on Board, prevented his Men from following him, 
and ſo he was leſt alone amidſt his Enemies, who were too numerous to be withſtood, 

and conſequently taken Priſoner very much wounded, A little farther, he celebrates 
Don Alvaro de Bazan, Marquis of Santa Cruz. He gives a very particular Account 


how two Years afterwards the Turks re-took the Goleta and a little Fort or Tower 


Don Fobn had built near Tunis, in the Middle of a Lake where Don John de Zanoguera, | 
a Gentleman of Valencia and notable Soldier Commanded, who ſurrender'd upon Ar- 
ticles. He lays . Don Pedro Pueriocarrero General of Goleta Was taken and dy'd for 

8 | _ Grief 


ro 5 Part I. ch. 22, 5 2 t) By ak Paronthef, the Author hems to have « an Bye to the Spaniſh 
= Proverb, Por Quartana, nunca ſe tanG Campana. A ell was never rung for a aun Ague, 
f that 15, Pe. 440 not ate 4 . 
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Grief in his way to Conſtantinople: That many Perſons of Note were kill'd, and 
among them Pagan Doria the generous Brother of the renown'd John Andrea Doria; 
and that among thoſe who were made Priſoners was Don Pedro de Aguilar, a Gentleman 
of Andaluzia, who was an Enſign, and likewiſe a very brave and — Man, and 
one who had a rare Talent in Poetry. | 
20. In another Place. he highly commends the Stillettos as ſharp as an Awl, of 
Ramon de Hozes the Sevillian Cutler's making who liv'd in Cervantes's own Time. He 
likewiſe mentions the Story of the Scholar Toralvas being hoiſted into the Air a Horſe- 
back on a Reed by the Devil, with his Eyes ſhut, and fo carry'd in twelve Hours to 

Rome, and ſet down at the Tower of Nena, which is in one of the Streets of that 
City; and that he ſaw there the dreadful Tumult, the Aſſault and Death of the Conſtable _ 
of Beurbon, and next Morning found himſelf at Madrid, where he related the whole 
Story. He likewiſe names that arrant Cheat * Andradilla. And after the ſame man- 
ner our Author brings in many others whoſe Memory was very recent in his own 

Time. Was there ever ſuch a ſtring of Anachroniſms! 

121. But they don't end here. Cervantes ſays (u) that Don Quiote met with a Com- 
pany of ſtrolling Players, who had on Corpus Chriſti Day, in the Morning, been acting 
a Play call'd the Parliament or Cortes of Death, and were going forward to another 
Town to play it over again in the Afternoon; and herein he is worthy of Cenſure for 
ſuppoſing the Repreſentation of Devout-Plays in Don Quixote's Time; ſince *tis certain, 
in thoſe Days there was no ſuch thing as Farce- playing, eſpecially in ſolemn Feſtivals, 
neither indeed was it at all conformable to the Gravity of the Ancient Manners, 
122. He likewiſe ſuppoſes the practice of cooling Liquors with Snow, (x) whereas 
*tis certain Paulo Jarquies, (who liv'd in Philip the IIId's Time) was the firſt Author 
or Inventor of the Tax upon Wells where Snow was kept; the manner of keeping it 


and uſing it having been, before that, introduc'd into Hain by Don Louis de Caſlelvi, 


Gentleman- Taſter to the Emperor Charles Vth, of whom (5) Gaſpar Eſcolano, ex- 


preſſing, himſelt his uſual way, writes thus: (z) To this Gentleman 1s Spain indelled for - 


the Knowledge of keeping Snow in Houſes (by Houſes he means Wells) in the Mountains 
here it falls, as likewiſe the pratlice of cooling Water with Snow, Vor no other Means for 
doing this, but by Salt-petre, being generally known, he was the EF; rſt that brought Snow 
mtg Uſe, in the City of Valencia; which, beſides being very delicious, is of a ſi "gular good 
Effet in Lelharg ies, Spotted-Fevers, Peſtilential Calentures, and other moſt grievous Diſ- 
orders, occaſion'd by exceſſive Heat in Summer lime, and as ſuch the uſe of ut ſpred 
itſelf by degrees all over Spain: And ever ſince that Time, we of Valencia have always 
calPd that Gentleman by the name of Don Luis de la Nieve that is, Mr, Snow, 
123. San Diego de Acala and San Salvador de Orta were beatificd in Philip the 
IIId's Time, and in alluſion to this ſays Sancho to Don Arixole: (a) And let me tell you, 
Sir, Yeſterday or Piber Day, for fo 1 may ſay, it being not I long fince, there were two bare- 

| footed Friars Canoniz'd or Sainted ; and 2 can't think hot me poor Creatures thourht 


themſelves 
* Andradilla was 4 ſharping Scoundrel in St.” as famous as whom you 


{Pa em E ne land. 


69 ) Part II. ch. 11. (*) Part II. ch. 58. 365 The Trarflator takes this to be his Family Ne nie, 5 


th# in Valencia, they give this name to the Sacrif an, that is, to him that has ch are of the eſtras nts 
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themſelves bes but to 175 or louch the Chains with which they pirt 4 tormented their 


Bodies, and I dare ſay they are more reverenced, than 150 Orlando s Stoors i in the Armory _ 


of our Sovereign Lord the King. 

124. In the Reign of Philip IIId the General of the Gallies of the Tulies was Don Pedro 
Vich, a Valencian Gentleman, whom Cervantes highly extolled in his Novel of the tu 
Ladies, and pointing to this Perſonage, on occaſion of relating Don Quixcte's entring 
one of the Gallics, he ſays: (b) The General, for ſo we muſt call him, by Birth a Valencian, 
and a Man of Quality, gave bim his Hand, and embracing him, ſaid, this Day will I mark 
as one of the happieſt I expect to ſee in all my Life, A. ince I have the Honour not do ſee Signor 
Don Quixote de la Mancha. 

125. The laſt Edict for the Expulſion of the Mariſes out of Spain, was publiſh'd i in 

the Year 1611, and yet Cervantes introduces a Moriſco nam'd Nicole, making (c) the 
Encomium of Don Bernardino de Velaſco, Count of Salazar, to whom Philip the IId 
| had committed the Care of ſceing thoſe Moriſco's expelbd. 
| 126. But why do! ſtand heaping up Anachroniſms, when Don Quinole's whole Hi. 
tory is full of 'em? I ſhall conclude with ſaying that Sancho Panza dated his Letter to 
his Wife Tereſa Panza on 20th June 16145 the a Day perhaps on which Cervantes 
| wrote it. 
127. But ee de all this I am far from ſaying that Michael de Cervantes de 
Faavedra is abſolutely incxcuſable : For, as in the very beginning of his Hiſtory he 
fays that Don Quixote liv'd not long ſince in a Village of La Mancha, fo he afterwards 
follow'd the Thread of this firſt Fiction, and having forgot it at the End of his Hiſtory, 
he propos'd to imitate Garci Ordijez de Montalvo in the forecited Place, and fo antici- 
pated the Time Don Quixole liv'd in. And then this will be the only Inadvertency he is 
| guilty of; or to ſay better, Don Quixote is a Man of all Times, and a true Image and 


Repreſentative of Ages paſt, preſent and to come; and accordingly is adaptable to al} = 


Times and Places. And tho? perhaps the ſevereſt Criticks will not allow of this Ex- 


cuſe, they will not at leaſt deny that theſe Negligences, and others, which it were eaſy _ 


to add, of wrong alluſions and cquivocations, which are apt to abound in a Mind ſome- 
what abſtracted and drawn off by an over- attentiveneſs to the Grand Deſigi 
it will not be deny'd that they are ator, 'd for and recompenc'd by a thouſand Porfo ft; 
ons; fince it may with Truth be averr'd that the whole Work is the Happieſt \ 


128. For, if we attend to the Scope and Deſign of the Work, Who cou d . 
thought that by the means of one Book of Chivalry, all the reſt ſhould be baniſh'd out; 
of the World? But ſo it was, for, writing as Cervantes did from his own Inventio 
in all the agrecable Varieties of Stile, he was entirely ſingle without a Rival in t 
ol Writing, as one who thoroughly knew wherein the reſt of the Writers had err'd, 
and perfectly ſenſible how thoſe Failings of theirs might be avoided, fully ſatisfying at 
the ſame time the Taſte of every Reader, and he never better manifeſted the Great- | 
neſs of his Notions, than when, by the Mouth of the Canon of Toledo, he ſpoke in - 
the following manner: (d) “ Believe me, Mr. Curate, I am fully convinc'd, that 


e theſe 27 call Books of Chivalry, are very pre fare to the Publick, And tho? 1 


6 have 
Ow Part Il. 9. 63. (. Part 1. , 5. (4) Part ch. 17. 
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have been led away by an idle and falſe Pleaſure, to read the Beginnings of. almoſt 
&« as many of them as have been printed, I could never yet perſuade myſelFto go through 
with any one to the End; for to me they all ſcem'd to contain one and the ſame 
« thing; and there is as nach in one of them as in all the reſt, The whole Compoſitt- 
« on and Stile of 'em, in my Opinion, very much reſer!es that of the Mileftan Fables, 
and are a fort of (e) idle Stories, deſign'd only for Diverſion, and not for In- 
« ſtruction ; it is not ſo with thoſe Fables which are call'd Apologues, that at once 
« delight and inſtruct. But tho' the main Deſign of ſuch Books is to pleaſe ; yet I 
& cannot conceive how it is poſſible they ſhould perform it, being fill'd with ſuch a 
“ multitude of unaccountable Extravagancies, For the Pleaſure which ſtrikes: the 
« Soul, muſt be deriv*d from the Beauty and Congruity it ſees or conceives in thoſe | 
T things the Sight or Imagination lays before it, and nothing in it ſelf deform'd or 
& incongruous can give us any real Satisfaction. Now what Beauty can there be, or 
de what Proportion of the Parts to the whole, or of the whole to the ſeveral Parts, in 
& Book, or Fable, where a Stripling at ſixteen Years of Ag ge at one Cut of a Sword 
4 cleaves a Giant, as tall as a Steeple, thro' the middle, as eats as if he were made 
& of Paſtc-board ? Or when they give us a Relation of a Battle, having fſai-! the Ene- 
cc my's Power conſiſted of a Million of Combatants, yet, provided the Hero of the 
«© Book be againſt them, we muſt of neceſſity, tho' never ſo much againſt our Incli- 
* nation, conceive that the ſaid Knight en the Victory only by his own Va- 
“ Jour, and the Strength of his powerful / Arm?NAnd what ſhall we fay of the great” 
« Faſe and Facility witi which an abſolute Q:cen or Empreſs caſts herſelf into the 
&« Arms of an Errant and Unknown Knight? WI hat Mortal, not altogether barbarous- 
5% and unpoliſh'd, can be pleas'd to read, that a great Tower fuil of arm'd wo ay 
cuts thro” the Sea like a Ship before the Wind; and ſets. out in the Evening rom 
„ the Coaſt of Haly, lands by Break-of- day in Preſtor John's Country, or in ſome 
c Other, never known to Piclemy or diſcover'd by (/) Co/umbus ? If it ſhou'd be an- 
« ſwerd, that thoſe Perſons who compos'd theſe Books writ them as conſeſs'd Lycs; 
e and therefore are not oblig'd to obſerve Nicetics, or have regard to Truth, I Tall 
« make this reply, That Falſhood is ſo much the more commendable, by ho much. 
« jt more reſembles Truth, and is the more pleaſing the more jt is doubtful and poſ- 
« ſible. Fabulous Tales o. ht to be ſuited to the Reader's Under tanding, being ſo 
« contriv'd, that all Impoith:! ities ceaſing, all great Accidents appearivg ealy, and 

« the Mind wholly hanging 1 'aſpence, they may at once ſurprize, altoniſh, pleaſe 
„ and divert; fo that. Pic caſure and Admiration may go hand in hand. This cannot 


* 


64 be perform d by him that fics from Probabilicy and Imitation, which is the Perfection, . 


of what is written. 1 have not yet ſeen any Book of Knight-Errantry, that com- 
« poſcs an entire Body of a Fable with all its Parts, ſo that the Middle is anſwerable 
4 to the Beginning, and tue End te the Beginning and Middle; but on the contrary, 
he they form them 5 lo many Limbs, that they rather ſeem to delign a Chimera or 

| 5 Monſter, 


* 


15 As they "Io been manag'd before Cervantes. OH Crepe A: Marcus pa dug . 5 
Chriſtop her Columbus. Marci Paulus was a Venctian, and a.” er; great Tromeller He lind in ile 
12th Century, 1272. Ile had travelPd wer Syria, Perſia, ora the Irdic.. An Accouui F Lis 774. 
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62 e The 1 I a E of 
& Monſter, than a well-· proportion'd Figure. Beſides all this, their Sule 13 Ude 
« their Exploits incredible, their Love immodeſt, their Civility impertinent, their 
* Battles tedious, their Language abſurd, their Voyages and Journeyings prepoſterous z 
4 and in ſhort, they are altogether void of ſolid Ingenuity, and therefore fit to be baniſh'd 
& a Chriſtian Commonwealth, as uſeleſs and prejudicial.“ Cou'd there poſſibly be a 
' ſtronger, or more judicious Satire againſt Writers of Knight-Errantry ? 
129. And then the particular Criticiſms made by him on their reſpective Works 
were no leſs accurate than pleaſant, as may be ſcen in the $i:th Chapter of his Firſt 
Part, and in many more. (g) With how much Artifice or Banter, if I may uſe that 
Word, does he explode the Stile of thoſe who. preceded him in this kind of Compo- : 
ſition, by making Don DPuixote ſay, that when the Hiſtory of his famous Atchieve- 
ments ſhall be given to the W orld, the learned Author will begin it thus: “ (5) Scarce 
& had the ruddy-colour'd N begun to ſpread the golden Treſſ:s of his lovely | 
* Hair over the vaſt Surſace of the earthly Globe, and ſcarce had thoſe feather'd 
e Poets of the Grove, the pretty painted Birds, tuned their little Pipes, to ſing their 
%s early Welcomes in ſoft melodious Strains, to the beautiful Aurora, who having left 
4 her jealous Husband's Bed, diſplay'd her roſy Graces to mortal Eyes from the 
Gates and Balconies of the Horizon of N when the renowned Knight 
Von Quixote de la Mancha, diſdaining ſoft Roſe, forſook the vo! uptuous Down, 
„and mounting his famous Steed Rename, enter d the ancient and celebrated Plains 
&« of Montiel, _ 1, 
130. Cervantes exhibits ſo live! ly a Picture of the Vices of the Mind of other Wri- 
ters, as well as of their Vorts, that nothing can be added to it. In the Preface to his 
Firſt Part, which tho” never ſo often read, has always the Charms of Novelty ; with 
what a ſmile in his Countenance does he Jaſh thoſe who wanting Learning aflect Eru- 
dition in the Margins of their Bool 5, burſting themſelves to appear learned : As if a 


varicty of Quotations argu'd any thing more "than a tumultuary confus'd reading, or : 


the thumbing over a Common- -Place- book. Others as impertinently thruſt their Cita- 
tions into the Work it elf, imagining that if they quote Plato or Ariſiotle, the Readers 
will be ſo fooliſh as to think they have read them. Others having ſcarce ſaluted the 
Latin Tongue, value themſelves much upon their coming out now and then with 
their fine Latin Phraſes, Theſe Don Quixote had a fling at, when upon an occaſion 
of ſpeaking to Sancho Panza, he bid him (i) 1%! be concermd at leaving Rezinante 
and Dapple there, for the Sage that was to carry them thro remote Ways and Regions of 
ſuch Longitude, would be ſure to take care they ſhould want nothing. 1 underſtand not 
your Rations, quoth. Sancho; nor have I ever Heard fuch a Word as Lowndly-chewd in 
all my Life. Regions, ſaid Don Quixote, is the ſame wwith Countries: and Longitude 
means Lenoth : I din wonder thou doſl not underſtand thoiſe Words, fince thou art not 
oblig d to underſtand ali, the there are thoſe that prelend to know w nuch of it, whereas _ 
they know no more of the matter than thou dot, For this reaſon, Cervantes, who piqu 4 


himſelf on his being perfect Maſter of the Spaniſh Tongue, tho' Not of the Latin, 8 


(which requires an Hepes and Exerciſe ot many Years) brings in Uganda the 
5 unknown, 5 


(C 2 32. and 47. 6 ). Part I. <. * 0 ) Part Il c. 29. 
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unknown, ſpeaking to his Book, as if the Author, tho thoroughly vers'd in the Spaniſh, | 


refus'd to ſpeak Latin, becauſe he cou'd not do it fo well as Fobn Latino. 


131. This Jobs Latino was an Ethiopian, at firſt a Slave, and School-Fellow at the : 


Grammar-School, with Gonzalo Fernandez de Cordova, Duke of Seſa, Grandſon of the 


Great Captain; and aſterwards his F reed-man, and Maſter of the Latin School in the 
Church of Granada. 


132, In like manner Cervantes ridicul'd the impertinent Remarks of Tranſlators, 


When he wrote the ſubſequent Words: (7) Cid Hamet, Compiler of this famous Hiſtory, 


begins this Chapter with this Aſſeveration, I ſwear like a true Catholick ; which the 7 ranſ- | 


lator explains thus, That Cid's ſwearing like a true Catholick, tho" he was a Moor, i, n0 
ctherwiſe to be underſtood, than that as the Catholicks, when they ſewear, do or ought to 


fear the Truth, ſo did he, when he ſwore like a true Catholick, to be ** in what 
be intended to write of Don Quixote. 


133. In another place, ſpeaking of Don Sie, he fays: m) Nau, ſay his a 0 

was Quixada cr Queſada, for Authors differ a little in this Particular: However we 
may reaſonably conjecture he was calPd Quixada. By which, I fancy, Cervantes means 

to reflect on the Impertinence of many who are fondly ſolicitous to heap up various 


Readings, only to ſhew how ingenious they are at frivolous Conjectures. 
134. Theſe Writers therefore, and ſuch like, are thoſe whom Cervantes at J- 


on, when he ſays in his Preface they are very anxious to procure Approbations from 
their Friends, or to make them themſelves, the better to ſatisfy their own Ambition of 


Applauſe. Tho? ſome grave, ſober Writers, who know how great an Effect an e, 


trinſic Authority will work upon half. witted People, do ſometimes ſuffer themſelves to 


be carry'd away either by a Thirſt after Glory, or in Compliance with the Intreatics 


and Courteſy of their Friends, and are themſelves the Coiners of the Encomiums that are 


made on their own Performances: As I ſuſpect to have been the Caſe of Father Fohn 
de Mariana in almoſt all his Works, and of Cervantes himſelf i in his Second Part — 


Don Quirote de la Mancha. 


135. Beſides Writers, not ev'n Readers have been exempted from our - Ado 8 Cn: 5 
ſure. Among others I am not à little pleas'd with that he made on thoſe who write 
down ridiculous Notes in the Margins of their Books, ſuch as that marginal Note writ- _ 
ten in the Arabian Hiſtory, which whe expounded in Spaniſh ran thus: (u) This Dul- 


cCinca del Toboſo, fo many times ſpoken of in this HH tory, bad the beſt [land at Proverug 1 


Pork, of any Woman in all La Mancha. 


136. Not only thoſe who write and read amiſs, met with his juſt Reprimands, bur like- 5 
wiſe thoſe who ſpeak amiſs. And this I think he had an Eye to in thoſe words 


of the Biſcayner : (o) Get gone thou Knight, and Devil 29 with thou ; or by he who me 
create, —— if thou do not leave Coach, I will kill thou, as fare as is a Biſcayner. Don 
15 Quixote who made ſhift to underſtand. him well enough, very calmly made him this 
Anſwer. Wert thou (5) a Knight or Gentleman, as thou art not, ber this I would have chaſe 


 tigd thy Filly and Temerity, thou inconſiderable Mortal, What ! me no Gentleman ? re-. - 
by . the Bi cyt ner; 1 ZR, Jon | bea Hans. as Thea Chriſtian, LL thou the Lance throw 


| away, : 
10 Part II. ch. 27. 5 > Part L . (50 * 7 ch. Pa 0 * x" 5 0) _ 
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1 . 


away, and thy Sword draw, thou ſhalt ſoon who and who ſee is ke; 72 will if thee 
no more make than of Mouſe does a Cat: the Water we will ſoon ſee who will to the Cat 
carry: Biſcayner by Land, Gentleman by Sea, Gentleman in ſpight of Devil, and thou 
Heſt if thou Other ſayeſt Thing. Here we plainly ſee how much a Language if disfi- 
gured, and the Senſe confounded, by a tranſpogd and diſturb'd placing of the Words: a 


Fault common to all old Books written in Spaniſh, as more immediately ſucceeding to the 
Latin Origin: a Fault likewiſe which Cervantes himſelf is not free from in his Galates ; 


which yet may be avoided by following the Cuſtom of ſpeaking : But as this Cuftom 
is not founded on a perfect Analogy, but has for Rules many Irregularities, hence 
it proceeds that there's no ſpeaking or writing with an exact Propriety, without hav- 
ing thoroughly ſtudy'd the Grammar of our Mother Tongue, as was the practice of 


the Greeks and Romans, Nations which ſpoke the beſt and moſt accurately of any in the 


whole World. But ſince this is not the Uſage in Spain, there have been but very 
few that have written with Purity and Correctneſs. 
137. I omit that Cervantes would likewiſe tcach us by the Mouth of Dor: Quirote, 


that a Country or Province may have its Privileges and. Immunities, without Diſtinc- 


tion of Perſons ; and that true Nobility, in the Opinion of all Mankind, conſiſts in 
Virtue, and that thoſe will always be moſt glorious who make themſelves illuſtrious 


by Worthy, Generous and Heroick Actions. Upon which: Subject in another place, 5 
() he makes an excellent Diſcourſe, ſhewing the difference between ſome Knights and 


Gentlemen, and other Knights and Gentlemen; as likewiſe upon F amilies, Deſcents and 
Lincages. And Cid Hamet laughs at the (pretended) Gentility of Maritornes, a common 
Scrvant-wench at an Inn, (r) And 'tis ſaid of this good-natur'd Creature, that ſhe never 
made ſuch a Promiſe (as ſhe had done to the Carrier of coming to Bed to him) but ſhe 
perforwd it, tho ſhe had made the Promiſe in the midſt of a Mood and without any wit- 


neſs at all. Tur fhe floed much upon ber Gentilily and being well. born, and tho) it was her 


Fortune to ſerve in an Tun, ſhe enen 1 10 Diſerace, ft Ince nothing but Cr, ſes and Nec 
25 had by "gu7bt ber to it, Tn 


38. Neither did Cervantes fpare the Great Dons of his Time, tho? he ald them | 


8 y for their Neglect of, and Diſregard they ſhew'd to, Men of Wit and Ingenuity. 
This Satire is very ſevere, and requires a particular attention. Cervantes admirably well 
ſets out a falſe Humaniſt (one whom we commonly call a Pedant) and makes him draw 
two (/) very ae nt Pictures of himſelf, in which he exhibits a moſt ridiculous Idea of 

© his own Works: This occaſions Don Quixote to ſay; But, under favour, Sir, pray tell 
me, ſhould you happen to get a Licenſe to publiſ your Books, which I ſomewhat doubt, 


Whom will you pitch upen for your Patrons : Ob, Sir, anſtwer d the Author, there are 
1.7 8 and Graindees enow in Spain, ſure, that I may 2 to. Truly, not many, ſaid 


Don Quixote; there are, indeed, ſeveral wheſe Merits de/erve the Praiſe of a Dedication, 
but ver miſe Wis) > Puri will reward the 545 5 and. Cirility of the Aulbor. I muſt con- 
ith 1294 9 4 Prin e (a Co! mpliment to Don Pedro Fernandez de Coro, Count of Lemos) _ 

. wh Poe 5 er 1 may rake amend far. what 45 7 wouting in the 2 ans tal to Juch a degree 
that.” 
« The ld ſay; We all fo on ſee who v wil ll carry th; 2 Cat to The v. ater, 6 e. who v. ill hay e the 


beſt on? 0 5 Mm. 1 7. 
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that ſhould I make bold to come 10 Particulars, and ſpeak of his Great Merits, it would be 
enough to ſtir up Envy in many a noble Breaſt, Of long ſtanding therefore, and as it 
were hereditary, in Spain, is the little Notice taken of, or rather the Contempt ſhewn 
to great Writers. For which reaſon one has ſought for a Mecænas out of it: And ano- 

ther being askt, why he repented of having done honour to the Memory of ſo many 
Perſons, made Anſwer : (1) Becauſe they think, that the Celebrating their Praiſes i is a Debt 
due to them, and that there's no Merit in doing one's Duty. They claim it as @ Right, 
whereas, it is certainly rather a Favour, and no ſmall one netther. And therefore a certain 
Author, took a prudent and a pleaſant Courſe, when in the Second Edition of his Works, be 
put bis Dedication among the Errata, and wrote, dele Tus DepicaTiION. 5 
139. No leſs prudent has Cervantes ſhewn himſelf in Things of common Life. In 
—- Sancho he characterizes very naturally, all Talkative, Prating People, making him tell 
Ss a Story exceedingly well adapted for repr 'enting the Idea of a troubleſome Talker like 
| thoſe we meet with every Day. (2) And becauſe in Company and Converſe of Mankind, 
there is no greater Impertinence than that of a Ceremonious Perſon, who pretends to be 
more mannerly and well-bred than ordinary, the Aim of that Story is levell'd at the 
Error of thoſe who fondly imagine the very Eſſence of good PORT, to conſiſt 1 . 0 2 
ſtrict Obſervance of ſuch Fooleries. | | F 
140. Neither did Cervantes approve of Clem kendiog it as they do 1 in Noble 1 mn 
mens Families: and againſt this he made (x) a ſtrenuous Sermon. 1 „„ 1 
141. Cervantes was greatly offended at the Inſolence of the Shim of ha-Fimg. ĩͤ „ 4 
eſpecially the King's Players, who were in ſuch high Favour at Court, and had ſuch 
Intereſt in Great Mens Families, that they wou'd ſometimes. commit Murder, and yet 
£0 unpuniſht, inſomuch that they were become a publick Nuiſance, ( y) He e 
ingly ſets em forth in their proper Colours. 
142. Neither did the Diſtribution of Governments and Offices * 3 go un- 
cenſur'd by our Author. And therefore he makes Don Quirote ſay, (for none but a 
Madman or an Ideot dare to ſay ſuch Things) We () are convinced by a variety of In- 
flances that neither Learning nor any other Abilities are very material io a Governor, > 
| Have we not-a Hundred of them that can ſcarce read a Letter, and yet they Covern as 
arp as ſo many Hawks. Their main Buſineſs is only to mean well, and 19 reſolve to. do 
' their beſt ;, for they can't want able Counſellors to inſiruct them. Thus thoſe Gevernors who 
are Men of ibe Sword, and no Schilars, have their Aſſeſſors on the Bench to dire them. 
My Counſel io Sancho ſhall be, that he neither take Bribes, nor loſe his Privileges, with | 
OE Fd other little Inſtructiuns, which I have in my Head for him, and which at a proper time 
I will communicate, bith to his private Advantage, and the Publick Cod of the Iſland he 
is to Govern, In this Don Quixote alludes to the two Inſtructions which he in tended to 
give, and did afterwards give Sancho Panza, one of a Political or Publick Nature for 1 | 
the well Governing his Iſland; (a) and the other Oeconomical for Governing his own gn — 
Perſon and Family; both of 'em highly worthy to be read and practis'd by cvery good „„ N | ; 
Governor and Father of a Family. And now I'm ſpeaking of Governors, I can't 
| but take notice of what Sancho ſaid when. 105 they were ban with the Dutchels, was 
| 75 Gracian in El Critic dn. parte 111 Criſ. 6. /u) Part II. <<, 31. * ) wi. 00 Part Il. 4h . ET 5 - 1 
| (=) Part Hl. ch. 32. (a) Ibid. ch. 42, and 73. 0 Ibid. ch. 33. . | | jy ; i 
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they ſhow'd 45 with Dapple, whether he ſhou'd be left behind or go along with his 
Maſter Sancho to his Government, Adad, Madam, ſaid Sancho, I have known more 
Aſſes than one go to Governments before now, therefore *twill be no new Thing for me to 
carry mine. The ſame Sancho (c) argues very ſhrewdly in the Matter of Hunt- 
ing which he denys to be fit for any but idle Companions, and not at all for Gover- 
nors who ſhould be better employ'd, confirming his Opinion by natural reaſon, the 
ſame which mov'd the wiſe King Alphonſo to ſay, (d) That he ought not (ſpeaking of a 
King) 10 be at ſuch Expences in Tunting as to make bim leſs able io do the Good he ought, 
nor lo indulge himſelf ſo much in that Paſtime, as to hinder his minding National Affairs. 
143. It wou'd ſwell to a large Volume, were we to diſplay at full the true Reaſon and 
Ground of this Fictitious Hiſtory z and yet more, if we were to ſpeak of ſome Perſons 
wo believe themſelves charactcrizd in the Myſterious part thereof, But ſince © 
Cervantes was ſo cautious as to ſhroud his Ideas under the Veil of Fiction; let us 
leave thoſe Conſtructions to the Curious Obſervations of the Readers: and let us fol- 
low the advice of Urzanda the Unknown, Net to pry into other Peoples Lives, but to paſs 
by without Stopping when we come to a Place we can't ſee or make our way through. _ 
144. Only as for what concerns Don 2utixote, I can't paſs over in filence that they 
are very much miſtaken who take Don Quixote de 1a Mancha to be a Repreſentation of 
Charles the Vth, without any other Foundation than their fancying it to be ſo, or their 
defiring it ſhould be ſo. Cervantes revered, as he ought, the Memory of a Prince of 
ſo many and ſuch Heroick Virtues 3 and he oltentimes mentions him with the greateſt 
Reſpect. No leſs miſtaken are ſuch as imagine our Author, to have drawn, in Don 
Ovixote, the Picture of Don Franciſco Gomez de Sandoval i Rexas, then Duke of Lerma, 
aftcrwards Cardinal-Pricſt, with the Title of San Sixto, by election of Paul V. the 
26th of March, 1618. This Thought I ſay is by no means to be credited; for the Duke 
of Lerma being then Prime Miniſter, Cervantes. wou'd not have dared to have made fo. 
llagrant a Mockery. of him, which might have coſt him ſo dear ; nor wou'd he have de- 
dicated the Second Part of it to the Con ey de Lemss, an intimate Friend of the Duke's. 
145. To go about to ſneak of the Tranſlations which have been made of the Hiſ- 
5 tory of Don Quixote, N be enlarging too much on this Subject. ] ſhall only be 
in order to ſatisfy in ſome meaſure the Curioſity of the Readers, that Lorenzo Hranci- 
( ſini, a Florentine, a Man that greatly lov d and well deſerv'd of the Spaniſh Tongue, 
tranſlated it into Lalian, and publiſhed: it at Venice, Anno 162 2, Omitting the Verſcs, 
which being afterwards done by Alexandro Adimaro, a Florentine likewiſe, he a ſecond 
Time publiſh? d the ſame Tranſlation, at Venice, Anno 1625, in 8vo. printed for 
Audròs Baba, 1 owe this Knowledge to Don Nicholas Antonio, and read it in his Apunta- 
 mientos Manuſcritos (his Manuſcript Notes) where he ſays he had received his Informa- 
tion from Florence, from his Friend Antonio Magliabequi. The ſame Hiſtory was 
| trar. Nated into Trench, and publiſh*d at Paris in 1678, in 2 Vol. in 12ves. wes” 
in Engliſh and other Languages. But there's as much Difference between the Or iginal 
and the Tranſlations, as berween real Life and a Picture. Don Quixote ſaid, nor did 
he ſay amiſs : (e) That Tranſlating out of one Language into another, unleſs 11 55 out of the 


. tear ned. Tongues, the Greek. and Lis is juſt like looking 0 on the wrong ſide of a lemifh 
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Tapeſtry, where tho the Fi eures may be ſeen, yet are they full of Threads and Ends which 
hide their Beauty, that appears with Plainneſs and Smoothneſs on the other Side. He added, 
That tranſlating out of eaſy Languages argues neither Wit nor Stile, no more than Copying 
out of one Paper into another: As for the latter Part of this Period relating to Tranſla- 
ting out of Eaſy Languages, this muſt be underſtood of thoſe Books whoſe chief perfec- 
tion conſiſts not in Stile, for when the Beauty of Diction runs thro? a whole Work ſo 
conſpicuouſly and advantageouſly as in this of Don 9vixcte, it is impoſſible for a Tran- 
Nation to RP up to the Original. It may not be amiſs, upon this occaſion, to relate 
is well known in England how ingenious and celebrated a-Poct Mr. 

Row was. He went one Day to pay his Court to the Earl of Oxford, Lord High 
Treaſurer of England, who askt him if he underſtood Spaniſh well? He anſwer'd, No, be 
did not ; but, thinking that his Lordſhip might intend to ſend him into Spain on ſome 
Honourable Commiſſion, he preſently added, that in a ſhort Time he did not doubt 
he ſhov'd be able both to underſtand it and ſpeak it: The Earl approving of what he 
ſaid, Mr. Row took his leave, and immediately retired out of Town to a private 
Country-Farm. As he was a Perſon of quick Parts, within a few Months he learn't 
the Spaniſh Tongue, and then. waited again on the Earl, to give him an account of his 
Diligence. My Lord asking him if he was ſure he underſtood it thoroughly, and Mr. 
Row anſwering in the Affirmative, the Earl burſt into an Exclamation : Hou Happy 
are Yiu, Mr. Row, that can enjoy the pleaſure of Reading and Underſtanding the HHiſtery 
„ Don Quixote in the Original! The Poct remained no leſs conſounded at theſe Words, 


than the Memory of Cervantes was honoured by them.“ 


146. While Cervantes was preparing the Continuation of the Hiſtory of Don Quixete, 
ke diverted himſelf in writing ſome NoveLs, which he publiſh'd under this Title, 
x Exemplary Novels of Michael de Cervantes eee, n at Madrid, * Jour de la = 
_ Cueſta, Anno 1613. in 40, OS 
'- 147. There are twelve of theſe Noviesi and their Titles are: * Tye n 
SGirs ET. TE LIBERAL Lover. RINcoNETE AND CorRTADILLo. THE 
SpANISH-ExGUISsH LADY. TAE G1Ass Docror. TRE Force or Roo: " 
Tu JEALOus EsTREMADURAnN. Thr IILusrRIOus SERVANT-MAID,. Tur 


Two MAD EN Lapis. TE LADY CoRNEL IA.“ Tux DECEITFUL. Max- 
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148. Cervantes was fo juſtly fati: sfy'd with theſe Novels, (ſome of which, ſ ich as RI. 

cox E and C oRTADILTo, and others, he had written ſome Years before) (/) that 
in his Dedication of them to the Count de Lemos, he goes ſo far as to ſay : Your Excel- 
liency will pleaſe to be informed that I ſend 1 ou, (th? I don't love Tale-bearing) twelve Fares, 


- wwhich if they had nit been coin'd in the Mint of my Brain, might preſume lo place themſelves 


1pon a level with the Beſt, But it is very proper to relate here wh at Cervantes propos'd | 


by theſe Novels, in order to judge the better of Bens Cenſur e paf ed on them wo the | 
| Arragmian writer, Ty : 


VM,. Row ſo 2d , we writ ED Farce calPd 4 B. ter; ard dedica ed it to my Lord and fem 
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149. After Cervantes had ſaid, that if in the Hiſtory of Don Quixote, he had ſoli- 
cited Pompous Commendatory Verſes, it had fared better with him, he goes on thus: 
And therefore I tell thee (once more amiable Reader) that of theſe NovtLs which 1 now offer 
thee, thou canſt in no wiſe make a Ragoo of Gilblets ; becauſe they have neither Feet, nor 
Head, nor Inwards, nor any Thing like em. I mean, that the Amorous Expreſſions which 
thou will find in ſome of 'em, are ſo chaſte, ſo innocent, ſo temper d with Rational and 
_ Chriſlian-like Diſcourſe, that they cannot raiſe either in the unwary or wary Reader, the © 
. leaſt corrupt Ideas. I call em FxemPLARY, and, if thou mindeſt it, there is not any 
one of them from whence there may not be drawn ſome Uſeful Example. And were it nol 
for fear of being Prolix, I wou'd fhew thee the Savoury and Wholſome Fruit that may be, 


Ny gathered, either from each of them ſeparately, or from all of em together. My Intention © 7 


has been to ſet before the Publick a Truck-Table whereon every one may Play, without dan- 
ger of the art; I mean without danger tither to the Soul or Body; for lawful and apree- 


able Exerciſes rather do Good than Hurt. They certainly do; for People are not always at 


Church, They are not always in their Oratories ; always upon their Knees, Neither are 
they always engag*d in Buſineſi, however great their Abilities may be. There are Times 


of Recreation wherein the lired Mind muſt reſt itſelf, and the exhauſted Spirits be recruited. 


For this purpoſe are Groves planted, Fountains ſet a running, Hills levelPd, and Car- 
dens curiouſly cultivated. One thing I may ſafely affirm, that if I Ibougbt that the reading 
theſe Novels wird excite any evil Deſire or Thought in the Breaſt of the Reader, I , 
ſooner have had my Hand cut off than have publiſo' d them. It does not ſuit one of my Years 
o make a Jeſt of the other World ; being new on the wrong Side of Sixty-four. To this 
Work, as I was prompted by Inclination, fo J ſet every Engine of my Fancy at work 10 
male it pleaſe, and I'm not a lillle proud to ſay I am the firſt that ever writ Novels in 
the Spaniſh Tongue; for, of all the innumerable Novels which are printed in Spaniſh, there's 
not one but what's tranſlated out of other Languages whereas theſe are entirely my 0Wn 


95 Invention, not borrow'd, imitated, or ſloln from Foreigners or Natives. My Fancy begot . 
mu Pen br ought em forth, and in the. Arms of the Preſs they are now to receive their. 


Growth.... Only take this along with thee, gentle Reader, that as I have taken the 
liberty to dedicate theſe Novels to the Great Conde de Lemos, they contain a certain hidden 
| Myſtery, which enhances their Value, This Myſtery is a Myſtery to me, *tis a Secret | 
I cannot arrive at: Let thoſe decypher it who can. As for all the reſt we clearly un- 
derſtand the Motive Cervantes had to call his Novels by the name of Exemplary. Not- 


| withſtanding all this, the Slanderous Arragonian began his Prologue or Preface in this 


Manner: The whole Hiſtory of Don Quixote being as it were a Comedy, it neither can nor 
oupht to £0 without a PROLOGUE: And therefore this Second Part of his Atchievements is 


uſbered in by One nit ſo Cackling, nor Affronting to the Reader, as that which Michael de 
Cervantes Saavedra pref: xt to his firſt Part, and of a much more bumble Nature than that 


with which he ſeconded it in his NoveLs, which are rather Satyrical than Exemplary. 
150. Let us not mind his beſtowing on a Preface ſo juſtly admir'd the Epithet of 
Cackling, thereby comparing his Impertinence with Cervantes's excellent Performance. 


Neither let us heed his talking of Cervantes's affronting his Readers in a Prologue, where- 
in there's not the leaſt Word ſaid againſt *em, What vext this Envious Man was Cer- 


. vanies s ſaying he was the firſt that invented and writ Novels! in the i 2 = 
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| Let's hear what Louis Gaitan de Vozmediang ſays: In the Preface to his Tranſlation of 
_ the Firſt Part of the hundred Novels of M. John Baptiſt Giraldo Cinthio, printed at 
Toledo by Pedro Rodriguez, Anno 1590. in 4to. ſpeaking of Novels ſtrictly ſuch, that 
Is to ſay, if I take him right, certain Fiftions of Love-adventures, written in Proſe and 
* artfully contriv'd to divert and inſtruct the Readers, according to the learned Huectius's 


definition; he proceeds thus: Altho* hitherto this ſort of Books have been but little known 


in Spain for want of tranſlating thoſe of Italy and France; yet it may not be long Ger Jomes | 
body will take a fancy to Tranſlate *em for their Diverſion, nay, perhaps ſince they ſee *em 
ſo much admird Abroad, they may do what no Spaniard ever yet attempted , that is, 
| Compoſe Novels of their own. Which if once they bend their Minds to, they will perform 
better than either. the French or Italians, eſpecially in ſo fortunate an Age as the preſent, 
And it fell out accordingly ; for Cervantes wrote ſome Novels with that Ingenuity, 
Wit, Judgment and Elegance as may vie with the Beſt, not confining the name of 


Novel to Amorous Fables, but taking for his Subje&t any Thing that is capable of di- 


verting his Readers Minds without endangering their Morals. Lope de Vega was fo far 
from contradicting this, that he before had commended the Invention, Graces and Style 
of Cervantes, when in his Dedication to his Firſt Novel he ſaid: Here (in Spain) are 
Boobs of NoveLs ; ſome tranſlated from the Italians, and others of Spaniſh Growth ; in 
which Michael Cervantes has not been deficient either in matter of Style or Beautiful Sen- 

timents, But becauſe this very ſame thing ſpoke by Cervantes in the Simplicity of his 
Heart, rais'd the Envy of the Detractor, he tax'd his Preface as arrogant and aſſuming ; 
and his Novels as more Satyrical than Exemplary, alluding, doubtleſs, to thoſe two 
Novels The Glaſs Doctor (LIENCIADO VipRIgRA) and the two Dogs (Los PRERROs, 
Sirio 1 BRAGanza) of which the latter merited the Approbation of Peter Daniel 
| Huetius, (g) than whom France never produc'd a more learned Man; and the former, 
if I judge aright, is the very Text from whence en tos the Hints of his Satyri- 
cal Lectures againſt all ſorts of Men, 

151. Loſily, as for intituling the Novels, Exemplary, to n my Mind freely, [ 


ſhou'd not have call'd them by that Name; and in this I have the Concurrence of Loe oo: 
de Vega, who in concluding his Commendation of Cervantes's Novels, adds: ( I con- 
feſs they are Books of excellent Entertainment, and might have been Exemplary, as ſome "© 


Valdelo's Hiſtories : but then they ſhould have been gver-look*d by fame learned Men, or at 
2 old Courtiers, experienced in Affairs, and converſant in Aphoriſms and notable Senlen- 
But in order to paſs a Cenſure on the Title which Cervantes gave his Novers, it 


Was neceſſary to prove that it was not ſuitable thereto. But this was not an Undertaking | 
for our Arragonian Cenſurer, who ought to have obſerv'd Cervantes's Explanation, and 


have taken this ſhort Leſſon of Maſter Alexto Venegas : (i) Recapitulating (ſays he) theſe HY 
| three Species of Fables, I ſay that the Mytholrgic Fable is a Diſcourſe, which with pom- _ 
: pouſneſ of Language fets forth ſome Secret of Nature or Piece of Hiſtory. The Apologie 
is an Exemplary Figure of Diſcourſe, wherein the Intention of the Fabuliſt muſt appear 
to be the Inſtituting ” Gord Morals. 7. he Mileſian Fable is a vain and idle Raving 
without any Eaf cation either of Virtue or Learning, and contriv'd Purely to amuſe and 
| beſet 
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beſot thoſe of a ſpallew Yademant or lewd Indlinations. Now Cervantes, leaving the My- 
 thilegic Fable to the ancient Poets; and the Mileſian to ſhameleſs abandon'd Writers, 
Ancient and Modern; he pitch'd upon the Apologic or Exemplary, And that this may 
be fully underſtood, let us again hear this half-witted Reprover, who may perhaps 
give us Occaſion to defend Cervantes. with ſomething new, Let bim, (ſays he, ſpeak- 
ing of Cervantes) content himſelf with his () Galatea, and his Comedies in Proſe ; for theſe 
are the utmoſt of his Novels: and lei him ceaſe to tire our Patience any longer. That 
Comenirs ſhould be written in Proſe, is no Wonder; for the Greek and Latin ones 
are almoſt all of 'em written in Tambic Verſe, ſo much reſembling Proſe, as oſten- 
times to be ſcarce diſhinguiſhable from it. And the beſt Comedies we have in Spain, 
namely Tue Cerxsrina, and Evennosina are both written in Proſe. Of the 
CEzrrsTinA the learned Author of the Dialogue of the Languages lays, that excepting _ 
ſome Words improperly uſed, and ſome other Latin ones, it is his Opinion, There's 
no Book wrilten in the Spaniſh Tongue, wherein the Language is more natural, more pro-—- 
per, or more elegant. Aud fince him, Cervantes has ſaid, (1) that it was a Book in bis 
Opinion Divine, had it Jp! e more covertly of Things Humane : Both of 'em Judgments, 
which according to mine, totally quadrate Iikewiſe with THe Evynrosina. How- 
ever, I can't but own that amidſt the Purity of Stile in this latter, there are Abun- 
dance of Pedantic Alluſions which greatly cloy the Taſte of the Readers. 
152. That Novels ſhowd be Comedies, is not much; ſince a Novel being a Fable, 
W's neceſſary it ſhowd be ſome one of the Species of Fable, and in my Judgment 
it may be any of 'em, as may be obſerv'd in the ſubſequent Induction ; wherein I 1 
| ſhall make uſe of the Examples of Cervantes fo far as they reach the Caſe, to the 
intent that it may be ſcen that he was a perfect Maſter in almoſt all che Species 
or Kinds of Fabulous Compoſition. 


153. All FAB I. E is F iction, and all Fiction is Narration, 8 of Things which have not 


=— 


bappent d, but were poſſible and might have happen” d; orof Things which never happen'd, 


nor were poſſible to happen, If the Narration is of Things.merely poſſible, and due Re- 
gard be had to the Likeneſs and Proportion between the Thing feigned and the Thing 
deſign'd tobe irculcated, it is call'd a PARAB Le, of which the Holy Writings are full, 
as likewiſe the Book Compos' d by the Inſante Don Jobn Manuel in his incomparab! enn 
Luc AN OR. And if we regard the Invention, it is calb'd a NoveL: a Name which in 
this Signification is not very ancient in Spain. But if the Narration is of impoſſible 
1 hings, it is calb'd an AyoLoGvUE, ſuch as the FABLES of ZEcop and of PHEDRUS, 
In which fort of Compolition we are to take notice, that tho* the Ihy: theſis be impoſ- 
ſible, when once its Ag ents or Parties are luppos'd to exiſt, the Propricty and Cuſtoms 
ok the Perſons feig ied mut be obſerved with Veriſimilitude, keeping c loſe to the Na- 
ture of Things thro 1rhout the whole, This Invention is of ſo great Uſe and Benefit, 
that we ſind it practisd in the Holy Scripture: for in the (in Book of Judges we read that 
the Trees held a Con ſultation to chuſe a King over them. Some of whom refus'd to 
accept of the Royalty: The Olive-Tree, becauſe he woul: 1 not leave his Fatneſs; the 
Fig- Free, becauſe he would not forſake the ee of his Fruit z: the Vine, xeauſe 
:=#) Ir his Preface before cited. (1) In 5 eſe of the Peet E. ntrercrado pr „Ant! 2 05 3N Qu xte. 
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he would not leave his Wine, which was fo cheering: But when the Trees came to 
the Bramble -and made the ſame On, the Bramble not only accepted of it, bur 
threaten'd, in caſe they did not make him King, he wou'd ſer fire to the Cedars of 
Lebanon, We likewiſe read in the / urih Book of Kings, (n) that Jeboaſh King of 
Jjracl ſent to Amaziah King of Judah, that he ſhould content himſelf with the Victo- 
ries he had obtained and tarry at home and not meddle any further to his hurt, for 
fear That ſhould befal him which had befaln the Thiſtle which ſent to the Cedar that 
was in Lebanon, demanding his Daughter in Marriage for his (the Thiſtle's) Son; and 
at the time that he was making this Propoſal, paſſed by a wild Braſt that was in 
Ixbanon, and trod down the T hiſtle, whilſt with ſo much Arrogance he was aſpiring 
to be joint Father-in-law with the Cedar, This being ſuppos'd, we may hold for an 
Apologue TH NoverL or THE Docs, wherein Cervantes introduces an agreeable Di- 

alogue between Scipio and Braganxa, two Dogs — to the * ilal 
at Yalladolid. 

154. As for NoveLs, ſpecially ſo called ; they are composd either of Things merely 
poſſible, as almoſt all of *cm are; or of real Accidents, as the NO VEL oF THE 
CAPTIVE docs in a great Meaſure, and ſo Cervantes ſays himſelf. (o) But then the | 

Plot and Unravelling is not true, for- therein conſiſts the Nover or FaBLE. 
15. The Feigning of Thi: 985 poſſible, either propoſes the Imitation of a perfect 
14 the beſt that can be conceiv'd according to the illuſtrious Actions which are to 
be heighten'd and made grand; or an Idea of Civil Life, that may more eaſily be re- 
duced to Practice; or elſe of the Defects of Nature or of the Mind, whether to repre- 
bend them, or to ridicule them, or to recommend them to Imitation; for the Malig- 
nity of human Wit and the Profligacy of Tome: Mens Princip! CS will not tick even to 
go that Length. | = | 
136. If the FaBIUE propoſes a very perle Idea, it is ; call hobo which re- 
preſents 1 in a ftori', majeſtick and ſublime Manner the glorious Actions of Perſons emi- 
nent in the Arts of Peate or War, with a View to excite Admiration in the Readers 
Minds, and to prompt them to imitate ſuch Heroick Virtues. Homer S ILIap and 
- Opysst x are of this nature. - 
157. Antonius Diozenes, who, as Photius ( t the Paiarch of Conſtan tinople, conje Ctures, 
lived not long after Alenander the Great, wrote a Novel of tbe Travels and Loves of 

Dinias ana Dercilis 3, which is a viſible Imitation of Uly fſes' s Travels and Amours with 
Calypſo. The Vevel of the Aithiopicks, Written by Heliodorus Biſhop of Tricca in 
Theſſaly, was like. wiſe an jade of. Homer's Odyſſee; as well as the Amours of 
Clitophon and Lencippe leſs chaſte than the other: Its Author was Achilles Tatins, who, 
according to Suidas was alſo a Biſhop. And that our Age might not be without a 
Novelliſt in Lomer's manner, M. Fenelon, Archbiſhop of Cam bray, wrote with won- 
derſul Ing Zenul 5 in a Poetic Stile, The 1 of Telemachuis Lallly, (not to de- 

part From: Cervantes) Tu TrouBLES OF PERSILES AND S1G18MUNDA Mech 
an Imitation of Himer's Opysst's and Heliodorus s ZETniopics, which Ce; vanles 
intended to vie with; and as he made it the Object of his Competition, fo in my 
Opinion he had excelled I it he had not, out of the overflowing of his Wit, inter- 


| | 1 ; ningled 
i Chap. XIV v. 8, (s) Part 1. ch. 38. at 1. Be = (071 In Billietheca, 


os 1 f F E of 
mingled ſo many Epiſodes which disfigure and drown the Conſtitution and 48 
tion of the Members of the principal Fable. But then this very Fault has a ſingular 
Prerogative and Advantage, which is, that many of theſe Epiſodes are ſo many 
TRrAGED1Es, where the Action is One, and the Perſon Illuſtr ious, and the Stile ſuit- 
able to the Grandeur of the Action, and nothing wanting to the Compoſition of a 
complete Tragedy, but a Dramatick Diſpoſition, the Chorus and the APParains of the 
Scenery. Es 
133. Tux FanLe or Dos Qu1x0TE D2 LA Mancna imitates the IIIA p: Thatis 
to fay, if Anger be a Species of Madneſ3, in which Caſe I make no difference between 
Achilles Aigiry and Don Quixote Mad. AstheIL1an is an Heroick Fable writ in Verſe, 
ſo the Nover Or Don Quixote is one in Proſe, for Epicks may be as well writ in * 
4 in Verſe, as (q) Cervantes ſays himſelf. | 
139. If a Nover propoſes an Idea of Civil-Life with its artificial Plot and i ingenious 
Solution, it is a Play, and ſuch I take to be almoſt all Grrvantes's Novels; and many of 


them have been turned! into heck and really acted upon the Stage, after being put into a 
Theatrical Form. 


160. I' theLife whicha NoveL repreſents | 15 Paſtoral, it will be called EcLocur with 
all the propriety of Specch that can be: And fo 8 called his GAL AT EA. Let us 
no ſec how well the ignorant Arrazoman's Words will ſquare. Let bim (fays he ſpeak- 

ing of Cervantes,) be content with his GALATEA, and his PLAys in Proſe, for theſe are the. 

. utmoſt of his Novels. I am very certain his Oracle Lope de Vega would not have faid 
this, ſince in his Dedication of the Ngvel Deſdichado Por La Honra (Unfortunate for be- 
ing Honourable) He has declared 1 it to o be his Opinion, that Novxrxs have the ſame Pre- 
cepts as PLAYS. 


161. If Manners are chaſtized with an open Acrimony and a great ſeverity of Tem- 


per, the Nover will bea SaTIRE, as La GITANILLA (The little Gypfie;) RincontTE 


any. CorTapiLLo, (Two Scoundrels, ſo call'd;) Tuz GLAass-DocToR, and Tye 
Docs Scir i and BraGcanza, which are four moſt ingenious Satires, reſembling, as 
one may well gucſs, thoſe compoſed by Yarro, intituled MENIPPEAN, in reference to 
Menippus a Cynick Philoſopher handling very ſolemn Matters ina merry waggiſh Stile. 
TIE LITTLE GVrSIE is a diſc loſure and reprehenſion of the Ways and Manners of Gyp- 
ſies, no better than Thieves and Robbers, (r) always proſecuted but never deſtroyed. 
RincontTE AND CoRTADILLO, is a Satyrical Repreſentation of the Thieviſh Life, eſ- 
5 pecially that of Cut- purſes; which we (Spaniards) call Gatuna (Catiihh,) The L1icen- 
 CLADOVIDRIERA, (Glajs- Dodlor) i is a Cenſure, in general, of all Vices whatever. Tux 
NovEL Of THE Dogs is an Invective againſt the abuſcs which are in the Profeſſion of | 
various Trades, Buſineſſes, and Employments. 
162, If the Mariners, Cuſtoms or Actions are exhibited | in a inen Light, the 
 NoveL becomes then an Er NTREM 8, (an luterlude, c or Entertainment as WC now call em) 


(4) Part II. ch. 47. at the End. 098 alteade 0 5 is 3 Spaniſh Word, and means Highwayr man, 
ſrom Saltare to Leap, Stevens fays, beca: je they come unexpected as if. they leap don a Man. 1 am inclin' 4 : 
19 think the Mord e Mes. from Saltus, as that Werd fienifie a Foreſt r Thick Wood, where ſuch Peg- 


ple harbour. I hape the Nee agar 1 will excuſe this Pizce of Pedan try as ſome may think it. The reeſon of 
5 Lf infer ng. {hi if ND 'd deri 8 mine wilt wut preje ent'y, ; 
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of which kind of Compoſition, as I will ſhew in its due Place and Time, Cervantes has 
left us eight Pieces, and in the Four NoveLs juſt now named, there's a ggdd deal of this; 
and even in Don Qu1xoTe likewiſe. . „ 5 
163. Of the lewd Models or Patterns of the Vices, repreſenting tlytfi as agreeable and 
pleaſing, as is ſaid to have been done by the ancient and well loſt SrBarITICK NOVETS, 
and is (till ſeen in the Mil ESTA N, Cervantes wauld not leave us any Example, becauſe 
it cou'd have been no good one. „„ VVV Zo 

164. But that we may not want any Idea of the Fa eur a (/)SaLTICA (Saltick Fable) 
if we may call by that Name, that which is ſaid to have been invented or at leaſt made uſe of 
by our (i) Countryman Lucan ; Cervantes has left it us in his LITTLE GyesY, &c. as he has 
alſo done of the FapuLa PsALTICA, (v) which we may call CaxT1cLEs, or, (if you 
will) Sing-ſong Fables; of which kind, our Author had compoſed (as he tells us himſelf 
in his Voyage to Parnaſſus) an infinite Number; among which many muſt certainly have 
been anſwerable to the greatneſs of his Wit and Genius; and I could my ſclf point out ſome 
_ incomparable good ones: particularly that which begins Eu la Corte eft2 Cortes, is in my 

Mind vaſtly pretty. %%%%ͤĩ “- „ 3 | 
163. A skillful Inventor, like Cervantes, knows how to make an agreeable mixtureot 
all theſe Species of Fables, as well with Regard to the Characters of the Perſons, and 
the Manners, as in reſpect of the Stile, by appropriating it to the Subject treated 
of. And hereto alluded the Canon of Toledo, that is, Cervantes himſelf, when he ſaid: 
% (x) Notwithſtanding all the harm he had ſpoken of thoſe Books (Romances or Novel) 
„ yet he found one good Thing in them, which was, the Subject they furniſht a Man 
of Underſtanding with to exerciſe his Parts, becauſe they allow a large ſcope for 
the Pen to dilate without any Check, deſcribing Ship-wrecks, Storms, Skirmiſhes and 
© Battles ; repreſenting to us a Brave Commander, with all the Qualifications requiſite 
in ſuch a one, ſhewing his Prudence in diſappointing the Deſigns of the Enemy, his 
Eloquence in perſuading or diſſuading his Soldiers, his judgment in Council, his 
Ce'lerity in Execution, and his Valour in Aſſailing, or repulſing an Aſſault; laying before 

© us ſometimes a diſmal and melancholy Accident, ſometimes a delightful and unexpected 
Adventure; in one Place, a beautiful, modeſt, diſcrete and reſerv'd Lady; in another, a 
Chriſtian- like, brave and courteous Gentleman; here, a boiſterous, inhuman, boaſting 

* Ruftian; there, an affable, warlike and wiſe Prince; lively expreſſing the Fidelity and 
Loyalty of Subjects, Generoſity and Bounty of Sovereigns. He may no leſs, at 
Times, make known his Skill in Aſtrology, Coſmography, Muſic and Policy; and 
<« if he pleaſes, he cannot want an Opportunity of appearing knowing cven in Ne- 
* cromancy. He may deſcribe the ſubtilty of Ulyſſes ; the Picty of Ancas; the Valour 
« of Achilles; the Misfortunes of Hector; the Treachery of Sinon; the F riendſhip of 
„ Euryalus; the Liberality of Alexander ; the Bravery of Ceſar ; the Clemency and Sin- 
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/ den't remember to have met with this Fabula Saltica b-fore neo. I feibpeſe as Saltus 
means a Wd or. Pere jo Saltica may ſignify the ſame as Sylvatica a Foieſt-Fahle, or a Fable re- 
lating to ſuch as live a Vagrant Life in Foreſts, like the Gyphes, who are the Subject of Cervantes's Neve, 
„/ the Little Gypſy, Lucan wrote ſeveral Books (which are laſt) call'd, ſeme jay, Sylve, others Laure; 
f n f 1 "Sy . ) « Ne ; X . . "= f ; f : "i 
and they are what this Spaniſh Piongrapher muſt mean by Iabula Saltica, not a dancing Halli, 
4 36 n 15 N _ EY N i 3 * 

tare. (2) Lvcan the Author of the Pharſalia was born at Corduba in Spain, (v Frum the Latin 

er rather Greek. Plallo 4 feng, or play on an Inflrument, (x) Part J. ch. 47. and 48, 
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4 cerity of Trajan; the Fidelity of Zapyrus; the Prudence of Cato; and in ſis all thoſe 
Actions which make up a complete Hero, ſometimes attributing them all to one Per- 
„ ſon, and other Times dividing. them among many. This being ſo perform'd in 
LAY grateful Style, and with ingenious Invention, approaching as much as poſſible to 
„ Truth, will doubtleſs compoſe ſo beautiful and various a Work, that, when finiſht, 
« its Excellency and Perfection mult attain the beſt End of Writing, which is at once 
. to Delight and Inſtruct, as I have ſaid before; for the looſe Method practis'd in theſe 
„% Books, gives the Author Liberty to play the Epic, the Lyrick, and the Dramatick 
„ Poct, and to run thro all the other Parts of Poetry and Rhetorick ; for Epicks may 
„be as well writ in Proſe as in Verſe, You are much in the right, Sir, reply'd the 
« Curatez and therefore thoſe who have hitherto publiſh*d Books of that kind, are the 
« more to be blam'd, for having had no Regard to good Senſe, Art, or Rules; by 
the obſervation of which, they might have made themſelves as famous in Proſe, as the 
„ Two Princes of Greek and Latin Poetry are.in Verſe. . I muſt confeſs ſaid the Ca- 
4% non, (who by the way is Cervantes himſelf as I have already ſaid) I was. once tempted 
« towrite a Book of Knightly Adventures myſelf, obſerving all thoſe Rules ; and to 
40 ſpeak the Truth, I writ above a hundred Pages, which for a better Tryal, whe- 
e ther they anſwered my Expectation, I communicated to ſome Learned and Ju- 
e dicious Men fond of thoſe Subjects, as well as to ſome of thoſe ignorant Perſons, 
« who only arc delighted with Extravagancies; and they all gave me a ſatisfactory 5 
„Approbation.“ 5 
Among theſe ignorant Perfocs he muſt not have conſulted the Arragonian Cenſurer, 
who would have conſidered that he who knew ſo well the Precepts of the Art of No- 
vel- writing, when once he took Pen in Hand, wou'd not fail to comport himſelf ac- 
cordingly. In my Jud gment, Cervantes's NoveLs are the beſt that ever were written 
in Spain; as well in Regard to the ſharpneſs and livelineſs of Invention, and the 
Chaſtity of Manners, as for the Art wherewith ey are pon, and the ane and 
ſweetneſs of Stile with which they are written. 
166. A Lear after his Nevis, he publiſh'd a ſmall Book with this Title, A Ver 


* 


AE To Parnassus. Written by Michael de Cervantes Saauedra: Dedicated io Don Rad-. 


rio de Tapia, Knight of Santiago, &c. &c. Printed al Maaria 9 the Widow of Alonſo 
Martin. Anno 1614. in go. | Vll | 
1667. Cervantes was not a little a of this Na For my Part, I thin 
it rather Witty - than Agreeable ; not that PII preſume to call the Author a bad Po- 
ct, as Don Stephen Manuel de [ill egas does, in an . to Doctor Barthalomeo 4 N 
1 5 Atgenſla (9) --- | | 
” Thou, in the Conqueſt of e e 
 Shalt, better than Cervantes far, make One: . 
Nor ſhall that Poctaſter, for his Vein 
8 Of 9vixotry, the Laurel'd Honours gain: 
In which he alludes to Cervantes's ſaying, ( z) that the Two 3 Teunardbes 1 


cio and Bari bolomeo, did not go to Parnaſſus to give Battle to the bad Pocts, becauſe _ 


85 they were taxen. up at Naples in e upon the Conde od Lemon Villegas therefore 
Vreſted 


5 65 75 the Eratichs, Fegg 7. (z) Voyage to p arnaſſus h. be 
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wreſted . meaning to a wrong Senſe, by converting into Satire the Circumſtance 
of thoſe Great Wits not appearing at Parnaſſus; whereas They themſelves were no doubt 
well pleas'd that this turn'd out to the Honour of the Nobleman their Protector: eſpeci- ; 
ally knowing how Cervantes had ſet a juſt value on their Merit before; having, when 
they were yet but Young, greatly commended them in his (a) Galatea, and afterwards 
in the ſame Yoyage to Parnaſſus, ſo far as to ſay that in the very Criſis of the Battle, 
Apollo, now being put upon the Fret, 
Determin'd his Laſt Stake of Pow'r to ſet,” 
And quell, with one important final Blow, 
The obſtinate Contention of the Foe. 
A Poem, of a moſt Refined Strain 
The Crucible of Barthlmeo's Brain 
Had late produc d: Religion was its Theme: 
This did not, an Effectleis Weapon, ſeem 
To Phoebus. There, where the Grand Struggle lay, 
Sent by the God, the Miſſive cut its Way: %% ĩ - 
All Oppoſition falls before it ſtrait, CR : | Yo 5 
Soon as theſe Words the Warriors contemplate, = e . 
0 Turn thy Eyes in ward for a-while, my Soul, Sc. ö 
168. And that which is moſt to be admir'd (in proof of the Reclitude of Cervantes's 
| Judgment) i is, his having ſpoke ſo much to the Advantage of the two Leonardoes, at 
a Time when he had Cauſe of Complaint againſt them, for not doing him the good 
Offices they had promis'd him, with the Conde de Lemos. (c) Don Stephen Manuel de Vil- 
legas knew all this, and yet, in Flattery to Bartholomeo Leonardo, wrencht Cervantes's 
Thought awry ; and making a Compariſon of one and t'other, gave Bartholomeo the 
Preference. Of which Cenſure * tis impoſſible to make a right Judgment, unleſs we ſpeak 
with Diſtinction, according to the ſeveral Species of Poeſy, For inſtance, in the Ver- 
ſification of the Arte Menor, the Judgment and Weight of Hernan Perez de Guzmin, 
and D. George Manrique is Marvellous ; as well as the Wit, Good: ſenſe, and Graces 
of Don Jobn Manuel, Hernan Megia, Gomez Manrique, Louis Bivero, S$YArez, the 
Commendary Avila, Don Diego de Mendoza, and a great many more, whoſe Thoughts 
were extremely bright, and their Language and E *preſſions no leſs delightful than 
noble. The Feſtivity of Caſtellejo is admirable; ſo is the Ur banity of Luis Galvez de 
 Mointalus ; the Diction of all theſe, is chaſte, intelligible, and in all reſpects Agreeable, 
Garci-laſſo de la Hera, is the ſole Maſter of E clogue. Comedy and T ragedy, I ſpeak of 
Elſewhere, Of Lyric Poctry, the Prince was, he that was fo (i. e. the Titular Prince) 
of / ſquilachs, Don I ak de Borgia, who yet, in point of Erudici ion, came ſhort of 
Don Luis de Gingora; but tho? he verſify d finely and indeed inimitably, yet couꝰd not 
Joe 8 equal him in the Obſervation -of Art and Purity of Style. Satire and Heroic Poeſy | 
5 gan late in N Doctor Barth:lmes Leonards de Ar Len la 1 in the 2 (7, e. Satire}: : 
as a ſtrict Obicrver of the nicetics of Art, as bing exceeding well vers'd in the three 
Lei 9 * Are Juvenal and Perſi 7, whom he rather. COpy d Mas imitated, 
K 2 Don 
55 75 he p Line if a Divine Poem, written iy Dice. Bartholomè Leonardo de 
(e Voyage to Parnaſſus, oh, . | 


Th. 6, 


76 . „ > 
Don Franciſco de Qleveds was leſs obſervant of Art, and was freer and indeed more licenti- 
ous in his Reprehenſions. In every Thing he diſcover'd a Maſterly Wit: But in his 
Satyrical and Cenſorious Epiſtle againſt the preſent Manners of the Spaniards written to Don 
Gaſpar de Guzman, Conde de Olivarez, he lets us know that had he given a Looſe to 
his natural Genius, he had out-gone the greatcſt Satyriſts that the World had ever 
produced, As for Heroick Poetry, I chuſe rather to give Cervante,'s Judgment than 


my own. He introduces the Batchelor Sampſon Caruſco ſpeaking of the Famous Poets of 


Spain, and makes him ſay, (d) That there were but Three and a Talf in all, And who 
theſe Three and a Half were, Cervantes himiclf ſhall tell us. As the Curate and Barber 
were making a Search. into Don Qvixote's Library, Here comes Three more for ye, 
(quoth the Barber) (e The Araucana of Don Alonſo de Ercilla; The Auſtriada of John 
Ruto, one of the Magiſtrates of Cordova ; and the Monſerrate of Chriſtopher de Virves, | 
a Valentian Poet. Theſe, cry'd the Curate, are the beſt Heroick Poems wwe have in Spa- 
niſh, and may vie with the moſt celebrated of Italy. Reſerve em as the moſt valuable Per- 
' formances which Spain has to boaft of in Poetry. By the Half- Poet, I take Cervantes to 
mean Himſelf; for, in the Perſon of Don Quixote, he ſaid of himſelt: (f ) The Author 
ibis Sonnet, to ſpeak Truth, ſeems to be a telerable goed Poet, er I've but little Judgment. 
And he had good Reaſon to ſay ſo; for according to the Teſtimony of Mercury himſelf 
he was an (g) excellent Inventor, and Invention is the Soul of Poetry. In every Thing 
which he invented, he keeps ſtrictly to the Rules of Propriety and Decorum. Y Bur 
as he had not that profound Learning which is requiſite for Heroick Poetry; and as 
the Facctiouſneſs of his Genius could not confine itſelf to the rigid Precepts of ſo ſeri- 


.. ous an Art, he modeſtly and wiſely declines calling himſelf a whole Poet, Nor indeed © 


has he giv'n us any Tokens of his being ſo, either | in his CanTo OF CALLIOPE 5 00 
or in his Voyace To PARNASSuS. 
1 169. This laſt Book (written in imitation of Caſar Caporali) ſeems a at t firſt View to 
be an Encomium on the Spaniſh Poets of his Time, but it is really a Satire on them, 
as Caporali Poem, under the ſame Title, is on the Italian Poets, The Author” 8 In. | 
tention diſcovers itſelf in ſeveral Places. In one he oh a. 
Aud now true Eloquence began to Vaniſh : 
This Man ſpoke Arabick, and that bad 4 Spaniſh, 
Another Latin, K.. 
In another Place lie brings in 60 a mal · content ke. reflecting upon ours, 1 cele- 
brating ſo many who had no Merit to recommend em. The Words of this Pogtaſter 
are quoted before in page 56. | | 
170. To which Charge our Author makes no 1 1 but . A had 
given him that Liſt, and that it belong'd to Apollo, as the God of Poetry, to align | 
cach Poet the Place which their Wit and Capacity qualify'd 'em for. 
171, This ſame Voyack is likewiſe a ſort of MEMORIAL or PETITION of Michael 
de Cervantes Saavedra: And as Men that have no Friends, are oblig'd, tho? naturally 
Modeſt, to relate their Merits themſelves, ſince they have nobody to do it for 'em, he 
introduces two Dialogues of his, one with Mercury, who according to ancient Mytho- 


_ logy i is the * of the Gods, and another with Apollo, the Supreme Protector of 


the 
7 "4a Part II. cb. 4 (e) Part 1. cb. 6, (f) Part I h. 23. (J Page: to Parnaſſs 05 1. () Ibid, 
8 65. 6. 0 Sec Bock 77 2 bis Galatea. 4) Lek: to Farnaſſas, cb. 3. (Db id, ch. 
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the Sciences; and in each of them Cervantes ſpeaks what was fit ſhou'd be known to, 
and rewarded by, the King of Spain by means of his Favourite: For thoſe who are ſo 
are oblig'd to let their Maſters know W ho are deſerving of Reward or Puniſhment, 
under the Penalty of being themſelves condemn'd to Perpetual Infamy. His Firſt Diſ- 
-- courſe with Mercury runs thus: . ; 
The Nuncio-God, commanding me to riſe” 
Addreſt me thus, in Complimental guiſe: 
« Thou Protoplaſt of Poets, O my H iend 
Cervantes, tell me quickly to what end _ 
This Wallet and this Garb? “ ** Pm going, Sir, 
A Journey to Parnaſſus: Being Poor, 
Itravel as you ſee.” — He ſtrait rejoin'd, 
« O Thou to whom the Gods have giv'n a Mind 
« Rais'd above Man, above Cyllenius too, 
« Plenty and Honour, as they are thy Due, 
« Be they thy Lot! for well Thou doſt deſerve _ „ en 
On all Accounts, A brave old Soldier flarve! „ 
« Forbid it Heav'n! I ſaw thee in the Fight 8 
Loſe thy Left Hand, to immortalize thy Right. 
« Such rare Invention and ſo bie b a Strain 
I know Apollo gave thee not in vain. 
« Thy Works, on ROZINANTE's Crupper laid, 
Are to all corners of the Earth convey'd, 
« Go on, thou bright Inventor, Genius rare, 
« Purſue thy Paſſage io Apollo's Chair, 
le wants thy Aid: Proceed without Pb 
46 [oft crowds of Poetaſters flop the Way: © 
Already they begin the Hill P invade, 
„Alb unworthy of its very Shade. 
* Arm thy ſelf with thy Verſes, and prepare 
« Thy Voyage to purſue beneath my Care. 
© Thou ſhall ſecurely paſs, along with me, 
Mübout what's calld Proviſion for the Sea.“ 
172. The Speech which Cervantes made to r was on the Occafion of ſeeing 
himſelf in Parnaſſus, the only Perſon that had not a Chair, nor ſo much as a Stool to 


fit on; alluding to the Diſregard of his Wit and Parts, Whercas he had been the Firſt - | 


Man of his Time that had begun to raiſe Poetry from its groveling low Condition. 
As in this Diſcourſe Cervantes mentions a great many Particulars concerning himſclf; 
it is abſolutely neceſſary I ſhould Copy it. He lays ch . „„ 5 
Verſes, from Indignation flow ſometimes, | - 
But if the Maker's dull, dull are his Rhimes, 
Houser, I was nt in the leaſt afraid 
To Joy what 110 Ovid never ſaid: 5 
e And 
(s) Chap. 45 EV 
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Aud thus to Phoebus ſpoke. - * Your Codſbip knows 


How much your Votaries do themſelves expoſe 
To the Great Vulgar and the Small: how mean 
And ſlender their ſupport who only lean 

Againſt the ſacred Laurel Tree : Oferborne 

By Ignorance and Envy, or Forlorne 


And Over-lookt, they run their wretched Race, 


Nor Yer attain the Good they have in Chace, 


I ſorm'd Fair GaLAT EA, to appear 


In laſting Charms on the World's T healre: 
My Brain created her. *Tis by my Lines 
The Conrus'p Fain-Oxe ſo diſtinguiſli ſhines. 


 PLavs I compos'd, ſome Comic, others Grave: 


Both ſuited to the Rules which Reaſon 0 
The freiſul, peeviſh, melancholy Mind 

In my Don Quixor x preſent Eaſe may find. 
My Novers fhew'd a Way to reconcile 


Exceſſive Flights with Purity of Style. 


None, that I want Invention, can complain. 


(And be that wants Invention, wants the Main.) 
Larly the Love of Verſe my Soul inflam'd, 


And to pleaſe Thee my whole Endeavour aim'd. 


My Pen ne er flew in Satir's Region yel © 


I never took Scurrility for Wit. 
(17 frets me tho', and I lament my Fate 


bat I muſt fland, while others ſit in State.) 


Old as I am, Pre finſht for the Preſs 
The Tale of Great PERSILES in Diſtreſs. 


Three Servile Low-life Subjefts I have wrourht 
With all the Chaſtity of Style and Thought. 
Equal to PhyLLI1s, my. Pura flrove 
Lor Maſir'y with the Marblers of the Grove, 
In many a pleaſing Song of happy Love. 
As in the fleeting Wind my Hopes were ſown, 
So with the fleeting Wind my Hopes are flown. 
 Flatt'ry, the Vice of Beggars, I deleſt: 


And Fraud nber found admiltance to m y Breaſt. 


FL curſe not my hart Commons; but to keep 
Handling, in ſuch a Place, cuts very deep”? 


Phoebus reply'd to this complaining Speech, 


1% The Ways of Hearn are far beyond Mam Boas 
« Ty Some, Gord Fortune comes by flex agrees; | 


40 To Others, | ai t at once, Aud ho it 1s 
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« With Evil Fortune. An acguir d Eſtate ND 5 
„s full as hard to Keep as iwas to Get. 
Your Fortune once was made, and by your ſelf : 
« But You, forſunth ! abominated Pelf, 
« And made it fly, Imprudent as you was ! 
You can't forget that this was Once your Caſe. 
Howeer, lo comfort Thee, ſince Tho? rt a Wit, 
Fold up thy Cleak, and Sit thee down on It.“ 
My Lord, ſaid I, perhaps You ant aware | 
;Þ have no Cloak « That's true, quoth He, howeer 
„'n glad io ſee Thee. Virtue is a Cloak, 
& A good one too.” — T didu't like the Joke : 
I bow'd my Head, yet ſtill on foot remain'd : 
For theres no Place, unleſs — by Money gain'd, 
Or elſe by Favour. Some one of the Crowd 
. Untter'd the followings Words, but not aloud, 
Strange! that a Man ſbou'd be denyd a Seat, 
So full of Pnor.Bus, VIRTUE, and of Wit! R 
173: Michael de Cervantes Saavedra ſays in this Memoniar., that his Pen never 
flew 1 in the Region of Satire, meaning, He never wrote defamatory Libels. But this 
is a very piercing 81 E, and capable of exciting in any (not inhumane) Breaſt a 
compaſſionate Concern to ſee thus abandon'd and deſtitute of Friends a Man, who in 
the Opinion of that judicious Critic () Huetius, ought to be reckon'd among the beſt 


Wits Spain ever produced: and at the ſame it ſtirs up one's Indignation againſt thoſe 


who tho' they ſaw his Merit before their Eyes, yet neglected to reward it as they ought. 
1 do not wonder at it; for Father John de Mariana, an immortal Honour to the Soci- 
_ ety of Jeſus, writing to Michael ohm Vimbodi(o), a Native of the Town of Ontiniente in the 
| Kingdom of Valencia, who was then at the Court of Rome in the quality of Secretary to 
Cardinal D. Auguſtin de Eſpinola, Archbiſhop of San-Tiago; he ſays to him: . 
(in Spain) the Culture of humane Learning declines every Day more ard more. As Lite- 
rature and the Sciences meet with no manner of Reward, nor indeed Reſyett, they are mi- 
ſerably dejetted and in a manner ſunk to nothing. Such Arts indeed as are Lucralive ond 
| fill the Coffers, are eſteem'd and valud. This is our Caſe at preſent. tr almot very 
Body makes the Wirth of the Arts lo be ſo much Money as they'll bring: and ſuch as don't © 
urn 10 a Pecuniary Account, are held to be uſeleſs and unneceſſary. Father Mari. was | 
none of thole |'laiterers in all Times fo frequent, who are to the laſt degree M HHErious 
and upon tus Reſerve in every Thing; they are ſo tender- mouth'd they never ſpe ak out, 
and ave afraid to follow Truth too cloſe at the Heels, lejt fhe ſhould kick their Teeth down 
" their Throat. But Mariana did not uſe to mince the matter or to ſpeak Things hy halves 
or as it were by ſtealth: Not He: He could tell Philip III to his Face, and in the 
Face of the whole Werld : (p) There is none that doeth goed to Men of Learning, no not One : 
N here" 5s n Kee ard i in the Wow Kingdom for Ser Bop. No manner of Keſpeft fhewn 10 
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96 ; Wh LIFE . 
Good Literature, not the leaſt Honour. paid it, Honour I ſay, which is the Mother if g Arts. 
Such as cultivate the Sciences, are out of the way of all Preferment : They muſt take another — 
Courſe if they would keep from flarving. Some vile ſordid Souls that torment themſelves | | 
with Envy at other People's ſuperior Parts, and are mad at ſeeing them publiſh their 
Qualifications to the World in order to be rewarded ; Theſe will call by the Name 
of Arrogance the mot juſt Complaints into which Cervantes broke out, as hath before been 
ſhewn. But he might ſay as another did on a like Occaſion, and that was the no 
Iſs unbefriended than learned Don Toſeph Pelicer,  (q) and nit without good. Reaſon, Fur 
why ſhould not a Scholar have the ſame Liberty as a Soldier? Why ſhould a Penman be de- 
:  barr'd what's allonu'd to a Sword/man, Every Soldier is permilled to enumerate and ſet 
cih with Truth the Services, Inzagements and Perils he has been in; and this was loo 
ion by the old Romans as a commendable Virtue not Pride, and accordingly they beſtow d 
4 the Deſerving, Military Rings, Garlands, Mural and Civic Crowns, Trophies and 
publick Triumphs. And therefore J ought not to be thought a Boaſter in particularizing 
my ſeveral Performances and the Praiſes (ths empty ones) which they have met with, eſpe- 
cially ſince Jynorance and Slander provoke me to it by Injuries and Calumnies which are 
likewiſe made Publik. If indeed I ſuerv'd from 1ruth, it were a Crime. But as I ds not, 
why fhnr'd I, while I'm alive, leave the Relation of toeſe Things io another Pen : ? The 
: ſame thing has been praCtis'd by the greateſt Men in Syain, Don Antonio Auguſin, 
| Geronimo de Zurita, Doctor Arias Montanus, Maſter Luis de Leon, Father Jobn de 
Mariana, Don Nicholas Antonip, Don Jobn Lucas Cortes. And in ſhort, what great 
Man has not dane the ſame in his Caſe and Place ? (7) St. Paul calls his Glorying, 
_ Folly : but ſuch a Folly as other People's Injuſtice compel a Man to, very often, 
(5) In Cervantes, the Commendation of himſelf was an eaſing and giving Vent to a 
juſt Senſe of his ill Uſage ; and his Self. — were Toy e — his 
NN for he ſaid very truly, () | | 9 0 e 
I ne'er on Trifles ſought my Fame to raiſe, 8 . 3 e 


Mor ever catchd at Undeſerved Praiſe: m „„ — 1 

Nut not mceting with it from others, thro' the Envy they bore him, wp gave them „ 
5 Occaſion of ſtill envying him more, not with any Deſign to augment their Envy to 5 | 
him, but purely to make manifeſt the Satisfaction of his own Conſcience, by reviving : 
a Remembrance of what he had done for the publick Service. And therefore in his 

| e Dialogue with Pancratio of Roncevalles, which may ſerve for a Comment to 
Cervantes's Speech to Afollo, lie introduces the ſaid Pancratio asking him certain j 1 
Queſtions: (u) Was you never The #alrically inclin d, Senor Cervantes? Did you moe 1 
write a Play? s, aid I, a great many. And were they not mine, J ſhould not ſcruple , 1 


6% pronounce them worthy of Praiſe, Juch were, IHRE Humouns or ALGIERs: (x) Nu- 

MANTIA: Thu GRanD SULTANA: IHE SEA. FicuT: JervsaLcem: TRE AMa- 
 RanT, or FLOW A-GENTLN of May: Tus Grove of Love: Tur Nox E-Sucn: 
and Tue Gay ARS A, and ſeveral others which T forget. But that which J jet the. 
| ona Value upon, Was 5 and 55 Tur Con FUSED ＋ All- Oxz, which, (without Aer 


rg. 5 85 | 10 
ta) I the ; Sincello, 8 2. of the Irtrududen, 2 (r) 2 Corinth. xi! 11. | 65 The Abi/tle uni 


Jays 4s much. 1 Voy aye to a lus; ch. 4 (u) Ada 41/19 70 15 e # ryage fo Parnaſſus. FRY I have 
read thts Play i n Man. elbe, foys the Auth or. It i rs written with more Ji fein utude than the printed ones. 
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to any poor Brother of the Cloak and Sword that has hitherto wwritten for the Stage) may bold 


a principal Place among the Beſt, Pancratio. But, pray, have ycu any by you new? 
Michael. I have Six, with as many INTERLUDEs. - Pancratio. But why are they not 


 afted? Michael. Becauſe neither the Aftors ſeek after me, nor I after them. Pancr, They 
may not know you have any. Michael. They know it well enough : but as they have in Pay 


their Bread. and- Mater Poets, and they make Shift with them, they don't want better Bread 
than is made of Wheat. But I think to ſend them to the Preſi, that That may be read at 
leiſure in the Cloſet, which upon the Stage vaniſhes away, unheeded or unheard. And 
PLays have their Times and Seaſons as well as Soncs, Thus far Cervantes, whoſe Col- 
loquy was as it were a Scout or Forerunner which preceded the Book he publiſhed the 


Tear aſter, with this Title: Eight Plays, as likewiſe Eight new Interludes, compos'd by 


Michael Cervantes de Saavedra. Madrid: Printed br the Widow of Alonſo Martin. 


Anno 1615, in 4“. | 
174. And now Cervantes was become ſo miſcrably poor, that not having Money 


enough to put this Book to Preſs, he ſold it to Jon Villaroel, at whoſe Charge it was 


N 5 
The Names of the PLAYS are theſe : 

_ Er GALLARDO ESPANOL. The Spaniſh Gallant. 

LA Casa DE LosCELos, The [louſe of Jealouſy. 

Los BaXos DE ARGEL. The Bagnios of Algiers. 

EL Ruz#tan Dicnoso. The Fortunate Bully. 

La GRAN SULTAN XA. The Grand SULTANA. 

EL LaBERINTO DE AMOR The Labyrinth of Love. 

La ENTRETENIDA. 0 The kept Miſtreſs, _ 
| PzpRo DE URDENALAS. — - the Miſchief- Monger. 


INTERLUDES, or ENTERTAINMENTS. 


E Jorz DE LOS Divonelos. „ The Fudge of te Divorces. 


EL RuFlan Vivpo. — The Ruſſianly Widower. 1 8 5 
| _ ELEccioN DE Los ALCALDES DB Dacanzo, The Elg#tion of Mayor of Daganzo. | 
„% Connie. 8 The careful Guardian. 
El. Vizcaino Fineipro. «© «. The Counterfeit Biſcayner. 
EL RETABLO DE LAS MARAVILLAS, The Raree-ſhow of Wonders. 
La Cuxva DE SALAMANCA, Tue Cave of Salamanca. 
Ev VrEJo CELOMN. -- VVV Jealous Old-Man. 


| T he Second and Third Entertainments are in Verſe 1 the others in Proſe. This fort of 
Compoſition being a lively Repreſentation of any Action whatever, that is capable of 


being made ridiculous by Imitation and Mockery, of Conſequence theſe EnTerTain- 


MENTS muſt be better to ſee than to read. And therefore Lope de Rueda, who, when 


living, perfectly charmed the Spectators by his Acting, gives but very little Pleakure 


to the Readers of thoſe InTzRLUDEs publiſhed by John de T1 ee E noted Valen. 
cian Gentleman, and a plauſible Wrucr 1 in his Time, . 
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175. The PLays of Cervantes, compared with others more ancient, are much the 
beſt, excepting always that of CaLIs ro and MZLI BZA, known by the Name of 
Czr.tsTINA, the Bawd, infamouſly famous on more Accounts than one: among 
others, 1 its being never known who firſt conceiv'd the Plan of it, and alſo drew the Out- 
lines in black and white, and began to colour it ; and as for him that finiſh'd it, the 


Batchelor Fernando de Roxas, he could not equal the firſt Inventor, Since Cervantes, there 


have been Plays written of a grander Invention than the Greek ones (for the Latin Comic- 


Writers, Plautus and Terence, were no more than Imitators) but in 


much inferior. Whoever doubts this, let him firſt inform himſelf of the exceedin 


great Difficulty there is in writing a regular Play, by reading Ariftotle*s Poeticks, and if 


he docs not underſtand it in the Original Greek, let him read The moſt learned Illuſtration 
thereef written by Don Joſeph Antonio Gonzalez de Salas. But that the Reader may re- 
main better inform'd how much the Spani/h Stage owes to Cervantes, let us hear the Ac- 


count which he (the ſole Chronologer thereof) gives of the Riſe and Progreſs of the 


Spaniſh Drama to his own Time. In the Preface to his Plays, he thus delivers himſelf: 
«6. can by no means avoid entreating the kind Reader to grant me his Pardon and In- 
« Re Govednels, Some few Days ago, I happened to be in a Company of Friends, 


„ where the whole Converſation fell upon Plays and Matters relating to the Stage; 


„ [.ength, or the Argument capable of being {pun to a finer Thread. Among other 


Topicks of our Diſcourſe, WC OE who it was that in theſe Kingdoms firſt took 
the Drama out of its Cradle, ſtript the Spaniſh Plays of their Swaddling-cloaths, ſet 


C6 
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«© pany, I told them I remembredto have ſeen Plays acted by the Great Lope de Rueda, 


„ who was in high Eſteem not only as a Player but as a Writer of Plays. He wasa © 
« Native of Seville, and a Gold-beater by Trade. He had ſuch, a Talent for Paſtoral | 


« Poecſy, that he was excell'd by none, either then, or at any time ſince; and altho? 

- being then but a Lad I could not make fo ſound a Judgment of the Goodneſs of 
« his Verſes, yet as I rctain ſome of em in my Memory even to this Day, I am fully 
« ſatisfy'd that 1 advance nothing but- the Truth. And were it not foreign to the Bu- 
bb Gncks of a Preface, I cou'd quote ſuch Paſſages out of his Works as would confirm 
hat 1 have ſaid of him, In the Time of this celebrated Spaniard all the Furniture 
„ and Utenſils of the Actors were contain'd in one Sack or large Bag, and wholly con- 


« ſiſted. of Four Shepherds- -Jerkins, r made of Sheeps-Skins with the Wooll on, and 
„ adorn'd with Gilt-leather-trimming; Four Beards and Periwigs, and four Paſtoral 
4. Crooks little more or leſs. The Plays were certain Diſcourſes like Eclogues between 
„ two or three Shepherds, and ſome Shepherdeſs. Theſe Plays, ſuch as they. were, 


they wou'd now and then improve and lengthen out with two or three Interludes, of 
* a Negre, i. e. Black- man or Woman, a Ruffian, a Fool, and a (») Biſcayner : and Lope 


e . 
The Gere mole «7 7 of the Biſcayr ers, as we do of ſome _ ar and with as l 


; Revjon £0109 6 are an ge). 19.45 FG, ad ey don TY the LE any 


point of Art 


dulgence, if, in this Preface, he ſces me a little tranſgreſſing the Bounds of my uſua! 


which were ſo thoroughly canvaſſed, and every thing Theatrical ſiſted in fo ſubtil a 
%a manner, that the Subject ſcem'd to me impoſſible to be extended to a greater 


em under a Canopy of State, and dreſt them with all that Gayneſs of Apparel and 
0, Sprightlineſs of Bchaviour we now ſee 'em in. M y ſelf being the oldeſt Man in Com- 
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& acted all theſe four Parts and many more, with all the Propriety and Advantage that 
c could poſſibly be Imagin'd, There were not in thoſe Days any Machines for Show 


to bring down Angels in Clouds, or the like; nor any Challengings or Combatir.gs 


© between Moors and Chriſtians either on Foot or on Horſeback. There were no Open- 
<« ings or Trap-doors under the Stage for Ghoſts or Devils to ariſe from the Centre of 


_ © the Earth. The Stage it ſelf was compos'd of four long Benches or Forms placed in 


a Square; and upon theſe they laid four or fix Planks or Boards, and fo it was about 


es three Foot high from the Ground. The Furniture of the Stage was an old Blanket 


or Horſe-cloth drawn with two Ropes from one Side to the other, which made what 
* they call'd the Attiring-Room ; behind which were the Muſicians finging without a 
4% Guitarr ſome old Ballads. Lope de Rneda died, and as he was an excellent Man and 


of high Renown, they buried him in the great Church at Cordova (where he died) 
_ & between the two Choirs, where likewiſe is interr*d that famous Madman Luis Lopez, 


6 Naharro a Native of Toledo ſucceeded Lope de Rueda. This Naharro was noted for. 

acting the Part of a Bully, or cowardly Ruffian. He made ſome Addition to the Fur- 
« niture of the Theatre, and chang'd the Sack before-mention'd into Cheſts and Trunks. 
He made the Muſick (which uſed to ſing behind the Blanket) come ſorwards towards 


 & the Audience: He took away the Actors counterfeit Beards, without which till then 


no one uſed to act in any Play whatever; and made every one act barefaced, un- : 
leſs it was the Part of an old Man or any other that requir'd the diſguiſing of his 


% Pace. He invented Machines, Clouds, Thunder and Lightning, Challenges, Battles 


but things were not arrived to the Pitch we now fee them at. And now 1 hope I 


* ſhall not be thought vain in affirming for a Truth whit can't be contradicted, namely, 


« that in all the Playhouſes at Madrid were acted ſome Pieces of My compoling, ſuch 


„ as (Z) Tur Humovss or Al olERSs, The Deſtruction of NumanTia, and The | 
Naval Batille, or Sea- Fight, wherein I took the Liberty to reduce Plays to Three 


& Acts, which before confiſted of Five. I ſhew'd, or, to ſpeak better, I was the firſt 


that repreſented the Imaginations and ſecret Thoughts of the Soul, cxhibiting moral 
«© Characters to publick View, to the entire Satisfaction of the Audience. I compos d . 
&« at that time no fewer Plays than thirty at leaſt, all which were acted without any body's 

interrupting the Players by flinging Cucumbers or any other Traſh at them. They 

© run their Race without any Hiſſing, Cat-calling or any other Diſorder. But happening ; 


* to be taken up with other things, I laid aſide Play-writing, and then came on that 


Prodigy of Nature, that marvellous Man, the Great Lopò de Vega, who rais'd him- 
e ſelf to be ſupreme Monarch of the Stage: He ſubdued all the Players, and made them 
cd truckle to his Power: He filled the World with Theatrical Pieces, all of his own 

compoſing, finely and happily devis'd, and full of good Senſe; and fo numerous, 

that they take up above ten thouſand Shects of Paper, all of his own writing; and 


which is a moſt wonderful thing to relate, he ſaw 'em all acted, or at leaſt had the 


* Satisfaction to hear they were all acted. And if there are ſome Writers (as there are 
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( 2) I take that 70 be the's meaning - Les Tratos de Argel: J can't be fore of it, vit hour read. 


ing the Play 14 7, which I aun never did, ner ccd I ever get a Sight of it or of ary ther 4 . our 
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% many) who wou'd be thought worthy of ſome Share of Honour with Lopt de V 20, 
vet if all they have written jointly and ſeparately were brought together, they 4.455 
„ not amount to one Half of what has been written by him alone. And yet, 
notwithſtanding what I have ſaid, (ſince the Almighty does not grant all Things to 
all Men) the Publick is not a little oblig'd to Doctor Ramon, whoſe Performances 
are to be valued for their intrinſic Merit, as well as for being the moſt numerous of 
any Author next to the Great Lope, Juſtice Iikewiſe calls upon us to pay Reſpect 
| to the Licentiate Michael Sanchez on Account of his artificial Contrivances : Neither 
* gught we to omit taking notice of Doctor Mira de Meſcua, a ſingular Honour to 
„ our Nation, for his Sententiouſneſs and Gravity; as is alſo the Canon Tarraga for 
« his innumerable bright Thoughts; Don Guillen de Caſtro for his Harmony and delightful 
« Sweetneſs z De Aguilar for the Shrewdneſs of his Wit. The Plays likewiſe of Luis 
„ Velez de Guevara make a great Noiſe in the World, The Plays of the ingenious Don 
% Antonio de Galarza, tho? not quite finiſht ; and the Cheats of Love promis'd by Gaſpar 
« de Avila; all theſe and many more have contributed ſomething towards making us take 
ce our Eyes off Lope de Vegas's Great and Noble Structure. Some Years ago I return'd 
* again to my wonted Amuſement, and thinking the ſame Times continued as when 
„% my Name was up, I fell to writing again for the Stage, and had writ ſome Pieces; but 
% found (a) no Birds in laſt Year's Neſts. I mean I could light of no Actor that 
« wou'd ask me for them, tho? they knew of them. So I e'en threw 'em by, and con- 
% demn'd 'em to perpetual Silence. At this very Time a Bookſeller told me, he wou'd 
„ buy 'em of me, had not a topping Player told him, That, from my Proſe, Much 
„ might be expected, but from my Verſe, Nothing. If I muſt own the Truth, it 
gave me no ſmall Concern, the hearing of this; and thus I ſaid to myſelf: Either I 
am quite changed into another Man, or the Times are grown much better, tho' that's 
4 contrary to common Obſervation; for Times paſt are always moſt commended. I again 
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* Jookt over my Comedies and ſome Interludes I had thrown by among *em in a Corner, : 


„and I did not think any of 'em ſo very bad but that they might appeal from the muddi- 
e neſs of this Player's Brain to the brightneſs of other Actors leſs Scrupulous and more 
(0 Judicious, | I was quite out of Humour, and ſo parted with the Copy to a Bookſeller, | 
ho put 'em to Preſs, juſt as you ſee em. He offered me tolerably well for em, 
« and I took his Money without having any thing todo with the Actors. I cou'd wiſh 
&« they were the beſt in the World, or at leaſt, reaſonably Good, Thou wilt ſoon ſee © 
« how they are, (my dear Reader) and if thou findeſt they have any Thing good in TI, 
« and ſhouldſt happen to light on my Back-biting Actor, deſire him from me to take 
&« Care and mend himſelf, for I offend no Man; and as for the Plays, let him take this 
& along with him, they contain no bare-faced, open Follies; no obvious Nonſenſe ; 
«© their Faults are Latent not Patent; the Verſe too is the very ſame that's requiſite m 
Comic Pieces which ought to be, of all the Three Stiles, the loweſt: Again, the Lan- 
« guage of the Interludes | is the prope TP of the Charadters there repreſented; 
| : Ex =! | cc and 
(a) There are no Birds this Year in laſt Year's Neſt, i. e. Things « are A: the Caſe i is alter'd 


nce laſt Year. This Spaniſh Proverb runs in Rhime, as almaſt all + em as 3 Wh g þ ot bes” = i ine : 
45 pretty : En los nidos de e no ay Pn * 1 N 
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rc and if all this won't do, T'll. recommend a Play to him which I'm now upon, with this 
'« Title; Tux Drckir or DEALING BY THE EYE, which (if I am not deceiv'd myſelf) 
« will not fail of pleaſing. And ſo God grant Him Ilealih, and Me Pattence, 
176. And thus you have the Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Spaniſh Drama; 
to the advancement of which Cervantes was the Perſon that had moſt contributed; and in 
order to bring it to a yet greater Perſection, he was ſo Kind as to give us a Pattern of a 
Grand TRAGICOMEDY, Written in Proſe. He was many Years ſtudying and prepa- 
ring for the Preſs, the TRouUBLEs or PERSILES AND SIG1SMUNDA, He had men- 
| tion'd it on various Occaſions. In his Preface to his Novels, he ſays thus of it: After 
theſe (the Novels) if Life fail me not, 1 ſhall preſent thee with THE TROUBLES or PER.“ 
' SILES AND SIGISMUNDA, A Book which dares vie with HE L IODORusS, unleſs for 1 
ſawcineſs it ou d chance io come off with a broken Pate. But firſs thou ſhalt ſee, and that 
ſhortly, the Atchievements of Don QuixoTE, and the merry conceits of Sancho Panza 
and in a little Time after Tux Weeks or TI GarDen. Ipromiſe much, for one that has 
fo little Strength. But who can lay a reſtraint upon his Def ires ? The ſecond Part of THE 
His ro or Don Qu1xoTE came out as we have ſeen, in 1616, In his DzpicaTiON 
to the Conde de Lemos, dated at Madrid the laſt of Oztober, 1615. Cervantes went ſo far as | 
to conclude with the following Words: And now I take my Leave with offering to your Excel. "4 
lency Tu TrouBLEs or PeRSILES AND $1615MUNDA: A Bok which, Cod willing, 
17 ſhall finiſh in Four Months, and which will be either the wworſl cr the beſt Book that was- 
ever written in our Language: I ſpeak of Books of Entertainment: and I'm already ſorry "7 
| ſaid the worſt; for in the Opinion of my Friends, it will be the beſt that poſſibly can be. May 
your Excellency return in Safety, (b)] as is heartily wiſht and deſired; for PErs1Lzs will be 
ready to kiſs your Hands, and I your Feet, being your Excellency's moſt Humble, Sc. And 
indeed Cervantes had put his laſt Hand to Tug TrouBLEs or PERSILES AND S1G18- . 
MUNDA 3 but before it cou'd be publiſh'd, Death put an End to Him. 
£23. His Sickneſs was ſuch, that himſclf was able to be, and actually was, his own 


FF _ _ Hiſtorian, And ſince we have no other, and that he relates every Thing in fo agree- 
6ũflß 7 Way, let us ſee what he has left us at the End of the Pu ETA CE, which he was either. 
1 about finiſhing, or had finiſht, tho' begun a little ex abrupto. He ſays thus: (c)** And ſo. 
| i a it fell out, moſt loving Reader, that as Two of my Friends and myſelf were coming 

1 from the Famous Town of ſquivias, famous I ſay on a thouſand Accounts; firſt for 


its illuſtrious Families, and fecondly- for its more illuſtrious Wines, and fo on; I 
« heard ſome-body galloping after us ( I thought ) as if ke wanted to overtake us, and, 
« the Perſon ſoon gave us to Underſtand as much, for he called out to us not to ride fo faſt ; 

% ſowe waited for him, and there came up to us upon a ſhe-Aſs a Grey Student, for he 

was dreſt all in Grey; he had Buskins on, ſuch as are worn by Harveſt-men that the 
Corn may not prick their Legs; round-toed Shoes, a Sword, not without a Chape to it, 

06” as it happen'd ; a burniſh'd Band, and an equal Number of three Thread Breeds ; tlie 

4 Truth. is, he had but Two; and every now and then his Band wou'd get o' one- ſide, 

„ and he took a wonderful deal of Pains to ſet it to Rights again. Your worſhips, ſaid 
. he to us, are e going, belike, to ſolicite ſome Office or Prebend at Court! ? His Eminence 


3 

6 He was Prefi dia of the 3 cnnei! in I aly. 160 c 7715 Duatation, as + cal} as the 2 

150 ſucceeding tmes. and moſt of the others, and all the V. erſos * 3 Up dos this Critze a H. N 
were never on till naw int any Language that naw " 


RE | 


ol 


. . 
» f Toledo muſt be there to be ſure, or the King at leaſt TO your making ſo much 

„ Haſte: Good Faith I cou'd hardly come up with you, tho* my Aſs hath been more than 
once applauded for a tolerable good Runner, To which one of my Companions made 
% Anſwer : Sefior Michael de Cervantes's Nag has been the Cauſe of it, he has ſuch a 
* ſhare of Heels. Scarce had the Student heard Cervantes's Name, when leaping from 
© his Beaſt, his Cuſhion falling one Way and Portmantua another (for with all this State 
„was he Travelling) he comes up to Me and taking hold of my Left-Hand, Yes, yes, 
„ ſaid he, This is the found Cripple ; the all-Famous ; the merry Writer; and finally 
** the*Joy of the Muſes! Seeing my ſell in fo ſhort a ſpace ſo highly complimented, [ 
© thought it wou*d look diſcourteous in me not to make ſome Return to his Encomiums, - 
** ſo throwing my Arms about his Neck, whereby I occaſion'd the Loſs of his Band, 

«| told him it was an Error which many of my well-wiſhers, thro' Ignorance, had faln in- 


„ to, I am indeed Cervantes, but not the Joy of the Muſes, nor the other fine Things | 


« you are pleas'd to call me. Be pleas'd therefore, good Sir, added I, to remount your 
„ Braſt, and let us Travel on and be good Company the reſt of the Way. The well- 
bred Student did as I deſired. We flacken'd our Pace, and ſo we jogg'd on very ſo- 


”— 
44 


Doom, by ſaying it was a Dropſy J had got, which all the Water of the Ocean, even 
tho' it were not Salt, would never ſuffice to quench, Therefore, Senor Cervantes, you 
muſt Drink nothing at all, but don't forget to Eat: for this alone will recover you with- 
& out any other Phyſick. I have been told the ſame by others, anſwered I, but I can as 
<« well Not Tippleas if I were born to do nothing elſe but Tipple, all one and the fame. My 
«« Life is drawing to an End, and by the daily- Journal of my Pulſe, which I find (by next 
Sunday at, fartheſt will have finiſht its Courſe, I ſhall have finiſht my Courſe too. Lou 
came in the very nick of Time to be acquainted with me; but I ſhall have no Oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing you how much I'm oblig*d to you for your Good-will. By this we 
«© were got to the Toledo Bridge, which was the Way I went in, (c) as he did by that of 
the Segovia Bridge. What will be ſaid of my Adventure, Fame will take care f 
that, my Friends may have a Mind to tell it, and I a greater Mind to hear it, I 
s turn'd back again to embrace my Student once more, and he return'd too, and offer d : 
to do the like by me. With this he ſpurr'd his Beaſt, and leſt me as ill diſpos'd on my 
„ Horſe, as he was ill mounted on his Aſs, on which my Pen itcht to be writing ſome 


£6 


C6 


£6 


£6 


£6 


«4 


hope to ſee you c'er't be long in Yother World, as happy as Heart can wiſh” —- 
And now, alas! we behold Chroant on the Confines of Death and juſt upon the 
point of expirin 3 The Dropſy increaſt, and, in the End, bore him quite down. But 


berly together, and happening to talk of my Illneſs, the Student ſoon let me know my 8 


pleaſant, Things. — But, Adieu, my merry Friends all; for Pm going to Die; and I 5 


the weaker he grew in Body, the more he endeavour'd to ſtrengthen his Mind; and 


having received Extreme Union (in order to go off Victorious, like a Chriſttan Yreſller, 
in the laſt (d) Ludd ation) he waited for Death with a Serenity of Mind which ſhew'd he 


did not t fear that King of 7 errors : and what 1 15 moſt to be wonder'd at, he could . 


even 
9 000 Inte M 24rd 1 ſup . fo 20 PIER I take it, 1 are, among ben 1 1¹⁰0 ae one calld the Bridge 
of Toledo, the other of vezovia. (4) Hur Autbor, no doubt, alludes to the Cuſtom of the Ancient: 


adnointing their I/rejllers all over with Oi before they enter'd le I. Lift, f or 2 which very _ 
Ando. | | = | | 
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even then forbear both ſpeaking and writing ſome merry Conceit or other, as they came 
into his Head, inſomuch that having ” receiv'd the laſt Sacrament on the 18th of 
April 6 the very next Day, wrote, or dictated, the D DIcATIio of Tne 
TROUBLES OF PERSILES AND SIGISMUNDA; (Los TRABAJos DE PERSILITS 1S1G19- 
Nux p) quoting Verſes to his Patron the Conds de Lemos, for whom he left in Wy the 
following Dedication : 

«© There's an old Ballad which, in its Day, was much in vogue, and it began thus: 
& And now with one Foot in the Slirrup. Now I could wiſh this did not fall ſo 8 to 
my Epiſtle ; for I can almoſt lay in the ſame Words: 


And! now with one Foot in the Stirrup. 
Selling out for the Regions of Death , 

To write this Epiſtle I cheer up, 
And ſalute wy Lord, With my laſt Breath. 


3 Yeſterday they gave me e the Extreme Union, and to Day J write 1 00 Time * 
&«. ſhort, Pains increaſe, Hopes diminiſh, and yet for all this I wow'd live a little longer, 
“ methinks, not for the ſake of Living, but I wou'd eke out Life, a Handful or ſo, 
&« till I could kiſs your Excellency's Feet; and it is not impoſſible but the Pleaſure 
« of ſceing your Excellency ſafe and well in Spain, might make Me well too ; but if 
« I am decreed to dye, Heavn's Will be done; but your Excellency will at leaſt give 


me leave to inform You of this my Deſire, and likewiſe that you had, in me, ſo zea- 


* lous and well- affected a Servant, as to be willing to go even beyond Death to ſerve 
* you, if it were poſſible for his Ability to equal his Sincerity, However, I prophe- 
4 tically rejoyce at your Excellency's Re-arrival 1 in Spain: My Heart bounds within me 
Bbc fancy you ſhewn to one another by the People: There gres the Cond? de Lemos! and 
« 1t revives my Spirits to ſee the accompliſhment of thoſe Hopes which 1 had ſo much 
7 "BY dilated upon in praiſe of your Excellency's moſt promiſing Ferfections. There are 
A ſtill remaining in my Soul certain Remains and Glimmerings of the Werks or Thr 
© GARDEN, (e) and of the Famous BERRNAN DO: If by good. luck, or rather by a Mi- 
racle, Heav'n ſpares me Life, your Excellency ſhall ſee them both, and with them 


« the Second Part of the GaLATEA, which I know your Excellency would not be ill 


2M pleas'd to ſee. And fo I conclude with my "ardent Wiſhes that the Almighty will + 


LS, preſerve "Ry Fecher, Sc. Madrid 19 April, 16167 


Tur Excenency s Servant Michael de Cervantes. 


; 179. te to this Letter or Epiſtle Dekane, it is highly probable he ud en 


after. The particular Day is not known, nor even the Month. Certain it is, he did 


not live long enough to ſee the TrnanaJos abovemention'd printed; for on the 24th of 
September, 1616. at San Lorenzo el Real a Licenſe was granted to Dona (f) Catalina de 


| Salazar, Widow of Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, to print that Book, and according- ED 


* it was printed with this Title, Los 77 zee, &c. i. e. 7 he 75 roubles of Perſiles and 
: Sigiſmunda, 
4 . ) Two Books which He ods not 22 fnipe. ( / H Catalina is the Spaniſh name for Catharine, 
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iſh Po. tr) , conſeting of 14 Verſes, the common ſor! ; the? there he others which 1 

fund may "read the>paniſh Arte Poetica. (g Another fort of Spaniſh Peetry of ten ſhort Lines. 1 

haue oven a [te ral tranſlation of them in thoſe five Lines above. The writer of this 0 bas rn 
the avove * pita 55 | only to ridicule the Pei * that compns'd it. 


88 I 1 
Sigiſmunda, a Northern Tliſtory; by Michael de Cervantes Saavedra. Madrid ; printed 


| by John de la Cueſta, in the Year 1617. in 4to. A few Years after, it was tranſlated 


into Halian, by Franciſco Elio, a Milaneze; and it was printed at Venice, by and for 
Bartholome Fontana, Anno 1616. in 8vo. 

179. In the firſt Impreſſion there are two Epitaphs, ſuch, that for their duration de- 
ſerve to be engrav'd in the lighteſt Cork that can be got for Love or Money. The one 
is (/) a Sonnet of Luis Franciſco Calderin, which contains nothing particular. The 
other is a (g) Decima, which for the Brightneſs of the Thought, and to ſhew how Ex- 


quilite a Conception the Author of it muſt needs have, ſhall be here tranſlated Literally : 


180. Verſes of Don Franciſco de Urbina, cz Michael de Cervantes, an extraordinary 


famous Chriſtian Wit of our Times, who was carry'd to his Grave, with his Face unco- 


vered, by the Devout Men 7 the 7, vira Order of 9, Francis, be bat ing been one Ld * 
Devout Men bimſelf : 5 
E 'S LT A P II. 
7 e J 
: 1bis Grave, Cervantes Ades, does oY Int, 
Bu not his Fame. That, dealhleſ and divine, 
Still lives, His Works, thy He has run his Race, 
Survive; fo ſull of Beauty and of Grace OY 
He went from Earth to Heav'n WITH A BARE Face. 


181. This Epitaph gave occaſion to the Author of the 3 Fg AxciscAx A 
to put Cervanles into it, as one of the Writers that were Brothers of the Confraternity. 
of the Third Order: A Hibliubegue, (or Library) which if it were to take in n all thoſe 


Brothers, wou'd ſurely be the moſt Copious of all Libraries. 


182. Cervantes ſays that his PeEr$1LEs and S1G1SMUNDA dared to vie with Hat.10- 


bonus. The greateſt Encomium we can beſtow on it is, that, What he ſays, is matter 
ol fift. The Loves therein recounted are moſt Chaſt; the fecundity of Invention mar- 
_ vellous, infomuch that he is even waſteful of his Wit, and exceſſive in the Multitude of 
F. piſodes. The Incidents are Numerous, and vaſtly Various. In ſome we ſee an imi- 


tation of Heliodorus, and in others, Heliodorus greatly improv'd-- and in the reſt a perfect 


a Newneſs of Fancy ſhines forth in the moſt conſpicuous Manner. All of them are diſ- 


pos'd artfully, and well unfolded, with Circumſtances almoſt always Probable. The far- 
ther the Reader proceeds in this Work, the greater is his Delight in reading it, the Third 
and Fourth Book by ing much better than the Firſt and Second. A Series of Troubles borne | 


with Patience, End at laſt in Peace and Eaſe, without any Machine; for in ſuch a Man 


as Cervantes, it had been a Miracle itſelf if he had made uſe of a Miracle to bring about 
* hat indeed wou 1d have 5 a Wit leſs ow than his, In the Deſeriptions he ex- 
= cels 


0 5 ) font o ind Spaniſh, is not hae 10% in England nean by a Sonnet, but a r particular lind if Spa- 
50 e who daſere lo under- 
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4 Heliodorus. Thoſe of the latter are a great deal too frequent, as well as too pompous. ; 
Thoſe of Cervantes well-timed, and perfectly natural, He likewiſe was ſuperior to the 


other in Style ; ; for altho* that of Heliodorus 18 very elegant, it is ſomewhat affected and 
ſingular; it is too figurative, and more Poetical than is allow'd of in Proſe. A Fault 
into which even the diſcrete Fenelon himſelf is likewiſe fallen. But Cervantes's Style is 


proper, regularly ſublime, modeſtly figured, and temperately Poetical when he offers at 


a Deſcription, Briefly, this Work 1s of a better Invention, more artificial Contrivance, 
and of a more ſublime Style than that of Dow QuixorE DE La MANCHA. But it 
did not meet with an equal Reception, becauſe the Invention of the Hiſtory of Don 


Qvu1xoTE is more popular, and contains Characters that are more pleaſant and agreeable; ; 
and as they are fewer in number, the Reader better retains in his memory the Cuſtoms, 


Actions and Characters of each reſpective Perſon. Beſides, the Style is more natural, 


and by ſo much the more eaſy, by how much leſs ſublime it is. And here let me inform 


ſuch Writers as don't know it, that to put bounds to the inventive F aculty, and to de- 


ſiſt from a Work when it is come to its due Time md, 3 Period, is an argument of 
a Maſterly Genius. And this very Thing puts me in 


what's paſt, in regard all the View I have had in it was to pay obedience to the great 


Perſonage who honour'd me with his Commands, in Minuting down what I cou'd col- 
"WF relating to i chael de Cervantes's Life and Writings, in order to their being digeſted 
and written by ſome other Hand with that Felicity of Style which the Subject deſerves, 
Meanwhile I ſhall here give a moſt faithful Copy of the Original itſelf ; Concluding with 

| thoſe very Words with which Michael de Cervantes Saavedra Began his PrgrAce to his 


: * 


"00 i this Preface ; That which I prefix*d to my Don Quixote, not having the good 


Fortune to pleaſe ſo very much as to make me over-fond to ſecond it with another. 


That I trouble thee with this, is owing to one of thoſe (5) many Friends whom my 


«© Circumſtances, more than my Wit, have gain d me; whom I cou'd have wiſht to have 
« got me ingrav*d, as the Cuſtom is, and to have prefix d me to the F rontiſpiece. OP 


< this Book; for the famous Don John de Fauregui wou'd have giv'n him my Picture 


to have done it from; and thus wou'd my Ambition have been ſatisfy'd, and likewiſe 

s the Curioſity of thoſe Readers that had a Mind to know what kind ofa Man 1 was, that 

„ durſt to ſend abroad into the World fo many Inventions, and he might have written 

e under my Effigy theſe Words: He whom thou ſeeſt here with a ſharp aquiline Vi- 
e ſage, brown cheſtnut-colour'd Hair; his Forehead ſmooth and free from Wrinkles ; his 
Eyes brisk and chearful ; his Noſe eee, Hookiſh or rather Hawkiſh, but withal. 
1 well-proportion'd ; his Beard filver-colourd, which twenty Years ago was gold; his 
« Muſtachio's large; his Mouth little; his Teeth neither ſmall nor big, and of them he 


has but Six, and thoſe in bad condition and worſe ranged, for they have no correſpon- 


#6 dence with one another ; 3 uy Body between t two Extreams, neither Jarge nor little 3 
Me - „ „„ | 


. Do h „ He alludes to the unknown Friend, who he ſors Was 1 bis C ri in the 2 2 to his Don 
4 NW: | 


ind that it is high time I had 
done troubling my Reader with any more of my Impertipencies, and I beg he'll forgive 


my I o- be very glad, moſt loving Reader, (were it poſſible) to be excus'd 


"—_—_— 1 


* his Complexi 4. 8 n 
1 not very light of Foot: This I ſay is the Effigy of the Author of GALA TEA, and of 
„ Don Quixorz ps La Maxcua: He likewiſe made the Vorace to PAR N ASUS; 
4 jn imitation of Caſar Caporal the Perugian, and other Works which wander about 
«© the World, here and there and every where, and perhaps too without the Maker's 
„Name. He was commonly calbd Micnhazl ps Cervantes SaAvzDRA. He 
« was many Years a Soldier ; five and a half a Captive, and from thence learnt to bear 
« Afflictions patiently, At the naval Battle of Lepanto he loſt his left Hand by the ſhot 
« of a Harquebus ; a Maim which how unſightly ſoever it might appear to others, yet 
« was look'd on by him as the greateſt Grace and Ornament, ſince got in the nobleſt and 
t moſt memorable Action that ever paſt Ages had ſeen, or future e' er cou'd hope to 
4 ſee; fighting under the victorious Banners of the Son * at Tneervale of War 

« * Chartes Vth of — Memory. | 
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